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Introduction 

 

About this document 

 

This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 

one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 

LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 

hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 

 

Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (6,688 as at 13
th

 April 2021), this document has been 

broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 

however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 

 

Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 

interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 

 

The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 

shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 

be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 

 

Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 

therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 

against each photo. Comments up to 31
st
 March 2021 are included. 

 

More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 

vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 

 

This part of the document contains photos 501 to 1000, originally published between March 2004 and September 2005. 

 

 

Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, April 2021 
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Photo 501, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Three Sherpa vans were delivered in red livery in 1983/84, along 
with a larger number of grey examples. 3152L (A561YTF) was 
allocated to Wood Green garage, where it was photographed on 
20th July 1985, and featured sliding cab doors. 

 

Photo 502, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Sherpa vans, badged as Freight Rovers, were used by the 
cleaning services department in the early 1980s. 3159L 
(A717AJB), seen on the fuelling bay at Victoria garage on 14th 
April 1984, was allocated to nearby Grosvenor Gardens. In the 
background is Leyland National mobile shop 1234L, and a 
Green Line RB coach. 

 

Photo 503, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
The cleaning services fleet was updated in 1984 with a batch of 
15 Freight Rover Sherpa 230D vans. Seen at White City on the 
4th of March were 3166L (A723AJB), 3163L (A720AJB), 3167L 
(A724AJB) and 3165L (A722AJB). All feature hinged cab doors, 
while earlier examples sometimes had sliding doors. All were 
withdrawn by the end of 1988. 

 

Photo 504, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
In the 1970s and 1980s service vehicles were almost always 
painted either red or grey. Unexplained exceptions included this 
Bedford Astra 1300 Van numbered 3171B (FNK91Y) which was 
leased in 1984. Allocated to Chiswick, it was seen entering the 
works on 19th February 1987. 
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Photo 505, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
The high-roof version of the Mark 2 Ford Transit van had a 
pleasantly rounded appearance to it, as seen in this view of 
3199F (B270TKE). This long-wheelbase 190 model was 
allocated to the Central Line depot at Ruislip but was caught on 
film on 10th June 1987 at the other end of the line at Chigwell. 

 

Photo 506, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
On the South side of the railway line at Golders Green, adjacent 
to the bus station, is an electrical sub-station, and service 
vehicles can often be seen parked there. On 11th August 1986 
Ford Transit 100 Van 3229F (B258TKE) was visiting, although at 
the time it was reported as being allocated to Earls Court. This 
van was used from October 1984 until April 1989. 

 

Photo 507, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
I would bet that many visitors to this site who were interested in 
London Transport in the 1970s and 1980s first became aware of 
service vehicles through seeing examples such as this. 
Inspectorôs cars carried roof-mounted roundels that were 
illuminated at night, and could often be seen at bus stations and 
garages. 3269B (A439SCR) is a typical example of its time, 
being a Vauxhall Astra Van allocated to Victoria garage from 
1984 until 1986. It was photographed nearby on 10th May 1985. 
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Photo 508, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Peaked caps and cars with roof-mounted roundels epitomised 
the appearance of bus inspectors for many years. Often the 
most publicly visible type of service vehicle, a variety of estate 
cars and vans were used. In the mid-1980s the Astra was the 
vehicle of choice, cars being badged as Vauxhalls while vans 
like this one carried the Bedford name. Colin caught 3271B 
(A443SCR) at Enfield garage on 30th May 1986. Like many 
such vehicles, 3271B had a short working life, being used from 
1984 until 1986. 

 

Photo 509, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
With an interesting line-up in the background, this is the yard at 
Chiswick Works on 13th August 1988. Ford Escort Van 3341F 
(C507ONU) was leased in April 1986 and lasted for just under 
four years. By the time of this photograph, it had received cab 
door labels for Distribution Services, replacing the traditional 
London Transport lettering. 

 

Photo 510, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
The P100 was Ford's response to the perceived requirement for 
a light duty goods vehicle. Early examples used panels from the 
Cortina car, as shown on 3352F (C163SAB) photographed near 
Chiswick Works on 20th June 1986. A minor point to note is that 
the fleetnumber transfers use a smaller font for the suffix letter 
than for the numbers. 

 

Photo 511, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
A new style Vauxhall Astra was introduced in about 1986, with 
more curvaceous lines than its predecessor. This picture taken 
at Chiswick Works on 4th May 1987 shows an early example of 
the van version in the form of 3366B (C874FME). Behind are 
two old style Astra Estates with a Ford Escort van in between. 
The work force lettering is notable as is the lack of fleetnumber. 
3366B was later transferred to Bexleyheath and repainted cream 
to support the Bexleybus operation. 
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Photo 512, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
At least five of the Ford Escort vans delivered in 1986 carried 
this white livery instead of the more usual red. The reason for 
this is unknown although it may have related to the type of 
engine fitted (diesel or petrol). 3382F (D958TTV) was found at 
Fulwell garage on 28th June 1987. 

 

Photo 513, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
3383F (D575CDD) was an early example of the Mark 3 Ford 
Transit van, delivered in 1986 and allocated to Chiswick, then 
Acton, prior to its withdrawal in 1990. In this view taken at 
Chiswick works on 13th August 1988, it will be noted that the 
London Transport lettering has been removed, although the 
subtitle Distribution Services remains. Unfortunately it is not 
known if the black Ford Escort van alongside was also a service 
vehicle. 

 

Photo 514, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
This van was earlier described as a Crew Van when a nearside 
view showed it to have the extra window associated with that 
type. However, as this picture shows, the window did not feature 
on the offside. It is likely that the door window on the nearside 
was fitted to illuminate a work bench or area behind the driver's 
seat. 3393F (D918OOB) was a Ford Transit 190 van, new in 
1986 and allocated to Lillie Bridge. As shown, it carried a unique 
livery with reflective striping, reversed lettering on the bonnet 
and twin roundels to the rear. It was withdrawn in 1990. 
Paddington Station, 25th March 1989. 

 

Photo 515, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
The publicity department of London Transport was responsible 
for posting timetables, posters and adverts at bus stops and 
underground stations. For some years the section had a 
preference for vans with sliding cab doors, and also for the 
Bedford CF model. 3434B (D347YBB) was an example of the 
last batch of CF vans, taken into stock in 1987. These were also 
the last publicity vans to carry red livery, as plain white was later 
used, up until the duties were contracted out. This view taken at 
Shepherds Bush on 11th September 1989 shows the lettering 
used at the time. Of note is that the fleetnumber and cab door 
lettering has been removed. 



Part 3b ï Photos 501-1000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 ï April 2021 
 

Page 7 of 147 

 

Photo 516, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
The Ford D series was revamped in its last few years, with a 
simpler black grille and square headlamps. Only the last ten D 
series service vehicles featured this design, and these included 
four railway emergency box trucks. This view taken at Acton on 
31st October 1990 shows both the earlier and final design on 
such vehicles. 1986F (OJD986R) on the left was the prototype, 
delivered in October 1976, while 2200F (CUC200V) on the right 
was received in January 1980. Both had been allocated to 
Neasden and had been recently moved to Acton for storage 
upon replacement by Mercedes-Benz demountables. 

 

Photo 517, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Almost 950 Ford Escorts have been used as service vehicles 
since the late 1960s. By far the majority of these were vans or 
estate cars with just a handful of saloon cars. One of the latter 
was 2111F (WYU111T), new in 1978 and allocated to Walworth 
garage. It was caught on film at the back of Baker Street station 
on 2nd July 1983, six months before it was withdrawn. Similar 
vehicles were used in the un-numbered private car pool and 
could often be recognised by having the same registration 
number series as normal service vehicles. Details of these are 
not currently available. 

 

Photo 518, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
A batch of four Ford D0607 half-tilt lorries was delivered in 
Autumn 1978 and allocated to bus garages in the engineering 
support role. 2131F (WYU131T) spent its entire life at Catford 
garage, where it was photographed on 12th March 1985. Tilt 
covers, where fitted, always seemed to be of green canvas. 

 

Photo 519, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Bedford CF230 minibus 2258B (FYE258V) was withdrawn in 
September 1983 after three year's use. It was then restored by 
engineering apprentices at Clapham garage and repainted from 
dark grey to red with white roof and roundels. Used as a display 
vehicle, it made appearances at a number of rallies, including 
North Weald on 22nd June 1986 as seen here. In the 
background are AEC Swift mobile classroom STB91, Land 
Rover 1761LR and an AEC Regent breakdown tender. 
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Photo 520, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Found at Walthamstow garage on 15th January 1985, 2277B 
(GUV277W) was one of 17 Bedford TL lorries bought by London 
Transport in 1980 and 1981. 11 of these were dropside lorries, 
although a variety of chassis models and configurations 
featured. 2277B was a TL1000 with tail-lift, standard cab and 
lower deck level than usual. Note the impressive steering lock 
and prominent indicator ears. 

 

Photo 521, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
An interesting picture taken outside Upton Park garage on 30th 
October 1982 shows two owned service vehicles and one hired 
one. On the left is Vauxhall Chevette Saloon Car 2285B 
(FYP285V), new in July 1980 and allocated to Chiswick for 
training purposes. On the right is Ford D1110 Open Towing 
Lorry 1988F (Trade plates 303LA) which spent most of its life 
allocated here until withdrawal at the end of 1984. Behind is a 
Ford Cargo lorry owned by Ryder vehicle rentals. Such trucks 
were often hired to cover short term requirements. 

 

Photo 522, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
2396F (A396SJD) was one of six Ford Cargo 1613 Dropside 
Lorries bought by London Transport in 1983 and photographed 
at Chiswick works on 13th August 1988. This lorry had spent 
some time attached to West Ham bus garage before returning to 
Chiswick and later Acton. It was later repainted in the white and 
blue livery. 
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Photo 523, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
Of 27 Dodge Commando trucks bought by London Transport, 15 
were dropside lorries with crew-cabs and tail-lifts like 2406D 
(A406SJD), seen here leaving Chiswick Works on 19th February 
1987. New in January 1984, 2406D lasted over nine years and 
carried grey livery throughout. 

 

Photo 524, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
2420D (B420XYU), photographed at Acton works on 30th May 
1990, was one of three Dodge Commando G16 refuse trucks 
bought in 1985. Items to note include the fleetnumber being 
carried on either side of the radiator grille as well as in the 
traditional corner locations, and the rather vulnerable flashing 
light on the roof. Compared to an earlier picture of similar 
2419D, 2420D does not appear to carry a spare wheel. 

 

Photo 525, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 30/03/2004. 

 
2422L (B561YYN) was an early example of the larger Sherpa 
350 van, taken into stock in April 1985 and photographed at the 
Chiswick Works open day four months later. The vehicle was 
fitted with a tow bar (seen here with a car-carrying trailer 
attached) and unusually featured white lettering on its grey 
livery. Withdrawn in 1990, it was later resuscitated and used as 
a service vehicle recovery truck in white and blue livery with 
roof-mounted light bar, as seen here. 

 

Photo 526, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
5484F (KJ03DWD) is an example of what could be described as 
the standard service vehicle of the mid-2000s. Photographed at 
Camden Town, it is a Ford Transit 90 T350 semi-high-roof van 
with roof bars and lettering for Metronet. 
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Photo 527, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Crossing the junction of Marylebone Road and Baker Street, this 
Ford Transit dropside truck has a crew-cab but does not feature 
the tail-lift commonly fitted. 5476F (KJ53UOF) was new in 
Autumn 2003 and is unusual for also carrying a flashing light on 
the cab roof. 

 

Photo 528, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
This Mercedes-Benz Sprinter van can often be seen parked in 
the yard behind Edgware Road station, although security gates 
have recently been fitted which restrict access. 5400M 
(LT02XML) is the only Sprinter in the leased fleet, and carries 
ERU livery with Metronet lettering. Note that the manufacturer's 
suffix is missing from the fleetnumber, a common feature on 
recent service vehicles. 

 

Photo 529, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The van that can! 5383F (KE52OAS) is a long-wheelbase, high-
roof Ford Transit 90 T350 with roof bars. The window in the door 
would suggest a crew-van configuration, with an additional row 
of seats. The matt section of this window may be an emergency 
exit and it can also be seen on Transit minibuses such as 
5427F. 
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Photo 530, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Ford Focus estate 5292F (VE51FKW) was caught on film at 
Victoria bus station on 22nd March 2003 with a light bar fitted to 
the roof rails. Seven months later is had moved to Uxbridge. 

 

Photo 531, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Ford Focus estate car 5291F (VE51FLC) was new in Spring 
2002 for use by London Buses. When photographed at Turnpike 
Lane bus station on 11th June, it had not yet received full 
lettering or the orange striping usually carried. 

 

Photo 532, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Focus estate cars used by LBSL from 2002 look smart 
with their wheeltrims and colour-coded bumpers. 5287F 
(VE51FKY) was photographed at Leyton on 28th August 2002. 
 
Comment by ATC9222 on 05/05/2010: This vehicle was based 

at Turnpike Lane Bus Station whilst I was an ATC there. 
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Photo 533, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
5279F (KF51GNY) is an example of the Ford Courier van, 
carrying LUL standard livery with Tube Lines logos. 
Photographed at Wilton Road, Victoria in early 2004. 

 

Photo 534, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Courier van has been used for light duties as an 
alternative to the Ford Escort and Vauxhall Astra vans. A total of 
21 were leased over the years 1995 and 2004, although not all 
were in stock at the same time. A more recent example is 5263F 
(KF51GFJ), pictured at Parliament Square on 19th March 2003. 

 

Photo 535, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Focus replaced the Escort model in the late 1990s, 
and over 50 of the estate version had been leased for use as 
service vehicles by 2004. A typical example in LUL livery is 
5257F (VO51ECA), pictured at Loughton station on 15th April 
2003. 
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Photo 536, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Red Ford Escort vans were a common feature of the service 
vehicle intake from 1972 until about 1991. The only example 
taken into central stock since then has been 5251F (Y651KNK) 
in 2001. Used by the Passenger Data department of London 
Buses, it was photographed on Buckingham Palace Road on 
26th July 2001. 

 

Photo 537, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Transit dropside truck has become popular since the 
first examples arrived in 1990. Typical of the recent intake is 
5192F (KF51GHV), photographed at Edgware Road depot. 

 

Photo 538, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
5191F (KF51GJO) is one of many Ford Transit 350 dropside 
trucks used by both Metronet and Tube Lines in support of the 
underground operations. This example, like most, has a crew-
cab and tail-lift. Photographed at Victoria station on 21st July 
2003. 
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Photo 539, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
5178V (Y529SGM) is one of over 100 Vauxhall Astra estates 
taken into the leased fleet since 1984. New in 2001, this 
example is operated by Metronet SSL, and was caught on film 
on The Strand on 16th July 2001. 

 

Photo 540, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Despite the popularity of longer and taller versions, short-
wheelbase, low-roof Ford Transits are still being to the service 
vehicle fleet. A typical example is 5164F (KF51GHO), a 280 van 
allocated to Tube Lines. In this 19th August 2002 view at 
Parliament Square, it is carrying the London Underground 
lettering with which it was delivered. Rather confusingly, the 
registration KH51GHO is also carried by a white and blue Ford 
Transit van, numbered 5313F. 

 

Photo 541, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
2001 Ford Focus estate 5141F (Y195KAB) turns out of 
Parliament Square, hotly pursued by a Stagecoach Volvo 
Olympian bus. The lettering on this vehicle can be seen more 
clearly in photo 81. 
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Photo 542, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
One of the last Mark 5 Ford Transit van taken into central stock 
became 5119F (X262GBH) and carried this variation on ERU 
livery. An extended wheelbase, high-roof version, it was 
photographed at Grosvenor Gardens on 8th April 2002. 5082F 
carries an identical livery. 

 

Photo 543, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Possibly the most common type in the fleet at present is the 
long-wheelbase, mid-roof Ford Transit van, as exemplified by 
5112F (X174GBH) caught on film at Elephant & Castle. The 
Engineering services lettering has now been superceded by 
Metronet or Tube Lines logos. 

 

Photo 544, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
LUL liveried service vehicles can be seen in most parts of 
London, even where there are no underground lines nearby. It is 
believed that Ford Transit 100 van 5066F (W427UMJ), new in 
2000, was used for the distribution of internal mail, a role also 
carried out by 5067F and 5265F. 5066F was about to cross 
Lambeth Bridge when snapped on 27th May 2003. 
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Photo 545, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Many of the mid-roof Ford Transit vans entering the leased fleet 
in recent years have been fitted with roof bars to permit the 
carriage of outsized items. A good example is 5064F 
(X256GBH) allocated to Metronet BCV and seen here with a 
curious crew at White City station. Underground stations are 
often a good place to see service vehicles although patience is 
required! 

 

Photo 546, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
This vehicle hardly needs an introduction! It is of course 5040F 
(X188GBH), seen at its usual resting place in Aldgate bus 
station on 9th March 2002. 

 

Photo 547, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The domination of the LUL fleet by Ford Transits is not complete 
and some interesting other types can also be seen. 
Photographed at Parliament Square on 1st April 2000, 5018B 
(V663PUM) is an example of the early design of Vauxhall 
Combo van. Being a Saturday, the diminutive passengers would 
suggest that it was not being used in its primary role at the time. 
Later Combo vans are to a more aerodynamic design, like 
5419V. 
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Photo 548, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
A distinctive number on a rather ordinary vehicle! 5000F 
(V812GBH) was a Ford Transit 190 dropside truck with crew-cab 
and tail-lift, taken into stock during 1999. On 3rd April 2000 it 
was found on a rainy Buckingham Palace Road. When the Mark 
6 Transit was introduced, the opportunity was taken to provide a 
more accommodating crew-cab arrangement, as typified by 
5191F in photo 538. 

 

Photo 549, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
4993F (V871GBH) was a long-wheelbase, mid-height Ford 
Transit 190 van with roof bars and a window in the side door. 
Seen passing Vauxhall station on 16th August 2000, the road it 
is on has now been closed to make way for a new bus 
interchange facility. 

 

Photo 550, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Ranger pick-up truck first joined the service vehicle 
fleet in 2000, since when 9 examples have been leased. One of 
the first trio was 4985F (V544DGN), photographed at Edgware 
Road depot. This view shows the tail-gate, crew-cab and 
protective bars fitted, enabling the carriage of loads such as this 
without damaging the bodywork. 
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Photo 551, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The livery and location of this vehicle give away the fact that it is 
a service vehicle, although no lettering is apparent. Twelve seat 
Ford Transit minibus 4951F (T85DPP) was new in 1999, and is 
comparatively rare in being a short-wheelbase, mid-height 
example. Most SV minibuses are longer and carry 15 
passengers, like 5077F. Photographed at Arnos Grove station 
on 6th April 2001. 

 

Photo 552, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Although not particularly common in recent years, a large batch 
of Ford Escort vans was leased in 1999, including 4864F 
(S992TMY), caught on film at Elephant & Castle on 19th 
February 2001. This example had left the fleet by late 2003. 

 

Photo 553, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
4852F (S968NMJ) was an extended wheelbase, high-roof Ford 
Transit van. The standard LUL livery was modified by the 
addition of chevrons on the bonnet and lettering above the 
windscreen, the former also being carried by vehicles such as 
3784F, 4711F and 5400M. Despite appearances, the roof does 
not detach to form a boat! Seen on Victoria Street on 18th 
October 2000. 

 

Photo 554, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The photographer would have been forgiven for ignoring this 
anonymous looking vehicle lurking under the motorway at 
Westbourne Park bus garage on 28th August 2000. Fortunately 
he did not and we therefore have a record of one of only two 
Ford Tourneo minibuses in the fleet. The Tourneo is basically an 
upmarket version of the Ford Transit minibus, with fewer seats. 
The other example (5020F) also lacked lettering. 
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Photo 555, by Keith Grimes, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Ford Focus estate car 5411F (VO51YNN) arrived in late 2002 in 
London Underground livery as seen in this view taken at 
Uxbridge Station on 28th December of that year. It is now 
allocated to Metronet. 

 

Photo 556, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Parked at Bow in March 2004, 5582F (KJ53URB) is one of 11 
High-Roof Ford Transit 125 T300 vans leased at the beginning 
of the year for use by LBSL. 

 

Photo 557, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Parked at the ERU depot in Vauxhall in early 2004, Mercedes-
Benz Vario van 2573M (T473JLD) has Vauxhall Astra estate 
LN03WZG and one of the Volvo demountables for company. 
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Photo 558, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Vauxhall Movano van 5206V (Y358SLD) was photographed at 
Bow in Spring 2004. 

 

Photo 559, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The white and blue London Underground livery was sometimes 
modified for special purposes, the most common being the 
addition of blue and red chevrons for emergency vehicles. 
Shown here is the only minibus known to have carried this livery, 
Ford Transit 15-seater 4711F (N212JLM), new in 1996. 

 

Photo 560, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Ford Transit van M449OKP was used by the London Central bus 
company from about 1995 as an engineering support van. As 
such it could often be seen attending to broken-down buses, 
such as this Routemaster in Regent Street. Of interest is the 
lettering that reads On Contract to, with the logo of the South 
London bus company in addition to London Central's own. 
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Photo 561, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
AEC Regent Auxiliary Breakdown Tender 830J (AXM649) was 
rebuilt from bus STL390 in March 1950, and remained in stock 
for the next 30 years. It has now been preserved in the red livery 
that it carried throughout its working life, and was photographed 
at the London Transport Museum in Acton. 

 

Photo 562, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Four of the AEC Regent Breakdown Tenders converted from 
STL buses in 1950 have survived into preservation. Shown here 
is 832J (JJ4379), rebuilt from STL162, and carrying red and 
cream livery. 

 

Photo 563, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
The lorry yard at Acton works is right next to the District and 
Piccadilly line tracks, but getting decent pictures from bouncing 
trains with grimy windows is not easy. I decided to include this 
February 2004 attempt anyway as it shows a couple of items of 
interest. The Mercedes-Benz curtainsider to the left is 2511M 
(K462RLA), and this view shows that a roller rear door is fitted. 
To the right of that is what appears to be a towable access lift, 
followed by four un-mounted demountables. As can be seen, 
these bodies have folding legs to enable the chassis units to be 
driven under them. Three of the bodies are vans while the 
furthest is a dropside. 
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Photo 564, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Sitting in the drizzle at Golders Green Bus Station on 7th March 
2004 is Metroline FYT7 (H238YYH), an FX4 Taxi acquired 
second-hand for use as a crew ferry. Apart from the addition of 
the lettering, presumably to deter potential hailers, the vehicle 
has had no apparent modifications. The FYT series reached as 
far as FYT22. 

 

Photo 565, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 06/04/2004. 

 
Capturing the slightly bug-eyed appearance of the Mark 6 Ford 
Transit, this shot shows 125 T300 High-Roof Van 5581F 
(KJ53UMZ) at Eltham Bus Station on Friday 2nd April 2004. 

 

Photo 566, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Bedford CALV ambulance 1492B (SMK783F) served at 
Aldenham Works from May 1968 to July 1985 and was then sold 
to a preservationist. On 6th April 2003 it was on display at the 
Cobham Bus Museum rally. 
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Photo 567, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Ford D600 dropside lorry 1649F (JGF456K) was found at a bus 
rally in Barking on 7th April 1985. According to records, this truck 
was sold by London Transport in December 1984, having been 
new in January 1972 and withdrawn 12 years later. Note the 
crew cab and yellow-painted HIAB crane and stabilisers. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 30/01/2014: If this lorry was last 
licensed in February 1984, how did it get to Barking in 1985?? 
Ah, just found some photos of it at North Weald in June 1985 
and it was on trade plates. By the way, the crane seen here is 
not the one it originally had with LT. 

 

Photo 568, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
1761LR was not the only Land Rover to enjoy an extended life. 
1842LR (TJJ42M) was withdrawn in August 1982 after nearly 
eight years use. Originally in a green and cream livery, it had 
been repainted red and cream and was undergoing restoration 
in Norwood garage when photographed on 22nd August 1987. 
Its current ownership is not known. 

 

Photo 569, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
This picture was taken at an unrecorded location in 
Thamesmead in November 1985 and shows a pair of former 
service vehicles amidst some even more vintage machinery. On 
the left is Ford Thames Trader Auxiliary Breakdown Tender 
1283F (581EYU) of 1963. 1283F was withdrawn in 1981 but put 
in an appearance at the Chiswick Works open day in 1984. On 
the right is Ford D1110 Open Towing Lorry 1932F which had 
been replaced at Camberwell two years earlier by Leyland 
Freighter 2391L. Of interest is the number plate carried in the 
windscreen, KJD932P. 1932F actually ran on trade plates 
943LC during its working life. 

 

Photo 570, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
This view of Ford D1010 Uniform Issue unit 1946F (KJD946P) at 
Chiswick Works on 13th August 1988 captures well the 
extraordinary size of the bodywork fitted to these vehicles. 
Already twelve years old, 1946F was to see at least another four 
years use. Note that the lettering UNIFORM ISSUE UNIT has 
been painted out. 
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Photo 571, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
In the days before cherished number plates, London Transport 
had no problem in obtaining the registrations OUC1R to 
OUC20R to match up with fleetnumbers 2001 to 2020. Most of 
this batch were red Bedford HA110 6-cwt vans, like 2008B 
(OUC8R) shown above. New in February 1977 and sold in 
August 1981, 2008B was photographed in Edmonton in 
September 1986, by which time it had been out of the fleet for 
almost as long as it was in it. 

 

Photo 572, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Transit has (so far) had four distinct stages in its 
evolution, referred to as marks on this site. The Mark 1 had 
raised headlamps as on the example above. In private use when 
photographed in Acton Vale on 9th May 1985, OUC19R had 
been 2019F with London Transport between February 1977 and 
November 1982. The popularity of the Transit name has seen it 
used on the markedly different Transit Connect from 2002. 

 

Photo 573, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
A particularly interesting line-up of trucks at Parsons Green 
depot was caught on film by Colin Lloyd on 3rd July 1983. 2215F 
(CUC215V) on the left was one of the last Ford D-series trucks 
bought, being a D0910 dropside lorry with tail-lift, new in 
September 1979. In the middle is Leyland Terrier box truck 
2124L (THV124S), still sporting its unpainted aluminium body. 
On the right is Ford D1010 box truck with crew-cab 1994F 
(OJD994R). The slightly arched roofline on the body of 1994F 
can also be seen on older examples 1577F and 1728F. Note the 
two designs of grille on the Ford lorries. 

 

Photo 574, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Tankers were one of the rarest type of service vehicle operated 
by London Transport. A total of ten rigid tankers have featured in 
the centrally numbered fleet over the past 70 years, and four of 
those were for the carriage of distilled water. Of the six fuel 
tankers, four were bought second hand, including 1673Q and 
2000S, while just two were bought new, both on Bedford 
chassis. The first to arrive was 2216B (CUC216V) in November 
1979. Recorded as a TK1630 model, the version with wider 
mudguards and double bumpers was usually known as the KM. 
Colin Lloyd found 2216B at home in Upton Park garage on 26th 
July 1987 by which time the vehicle had acquired Forest District 
bus stickers on its white cab (originally grey?). 
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Photo 575, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
2223F was a late-model Ford D0607 dropside lorry with tilt, 
photographed at Chiswick Works on 20th June 1986. Note that 
the bodywork comprises a fixed section (planked) ahead of the 
metal dropside doors. 

 

Photo 576, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
The last two Ford D-series lorries bought by London Transport 
were both Tippers. 2264F (FYE264V) was based on the D1110 
model and arrived in June 1980. It differed from other tippers in 
having an unpainted body, as well as featuring the black cab 
window surround applied to some late D-series lorries. 
Photographed at the Chiswick Works open day on 11th August 
1985, 2264F lasted until July 1990. 

 

Photo 577, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Most of the 17 Bedford TL lorries bought by London Transport 
featured black radiator grilles, thus highlighting the 
manufacturer's name. Exception included 2268B (GUV268W), a 
TL1260 dropside lorry with tail-lift new in October 1980. It was 
photographed at Walthamstow bus garage (which also 
maintained service vehicles) on 28th March 1988, three months 
before it left the fleet. 
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Photo 578, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
The appearance of Bedford TL lorries was changed markedly 
when crew-cabs were fitted. An example of this is 2276B 
(GUV276W), a TL1260 dropside lorry which was also fitted with 
a large tail-lift. It was allocated to the Lifts & Escalators 
department at Griffith House near Edgware Road station, from 
which it was caught leaving on 23rd April 1985. 

 

Photo 579, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Two Bedford TL1930 articulated units were delivered in July 
1981 but neither saw the decade out. 2301B (GUV301W) was 
pictured at Chiswick Works during the open day held on 5th 
August 1984, coupled to a single-axle step-frame trailer. 

 

Photo 580, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Four Dodge Commando box trucks were received in the early 
1980s, three of which had crew-cabs. 2306D (CGT306X) was 
the only one of these to feature the earlier design of dash panel, 
the others having the Renault-inspired facelift like 2379D. 2306D 
was photographed resting at Acton Works on Halloween 1990. 
Note the twin-stripes on the cab and the side roller-shutter door. 
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Photo 581, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
2318B (CGT318X) was one of three box trucks operated by 
London Transport that were based on Bedford TL chassis, in this 
case the TL1260 model. It was also the last Bedford TL service 
vehicle to be delivered, arriving in December 1981. It was found 
at Chiswick Works on 13th August 1988, showing its sliding wall 
doors. 

 

Photo 582, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
The last Ford D-series lorry delivered to London Transport 
arrived in August 1981, over a year after the previous example 
(tipper 2264F). 2319F was also a tipper, but this time based on 
the D1210 chassis, and it was found taking a break at Hounslow 
bus station on 16th May 1988. When it was withdrawn in April 
1993, the only Ford D-series vehicles left in the fleet were the 
specialised uniform issue units. 

 

Photo 583, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Standardisation was out of fashion when it came to London 
Transport's service vehicle purchases of the 1980s, with a wide 
variety of types being taken. Among these were a pair of Dodge 
S-series dropside trucks, one with a crew-cab (2424D) and one 
without (2374D). The latter was caught on film at Hammersmith 
Butterwick on 7th May 1985. 



Part 3b ï Photos 501-1000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 ï April 2021 
 

Page 28 of 147 

 

Photo 584, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Seen earning its keep at Hounslow on 16th May 1988 was Ford 
Cargo 1011 dropside lorry 2388F (NYR388Y). Just five of the 23 
Cargo dropside lorries delivered carried tail-lifts. 

 

Photo 585, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Service vehicles were sometimes found in unusual locations, as 
this view of Leyland Cruiser articulated unit 2389L (NYR389Y) 
taken at Battersea Park on 12th June 1988 shows. The reason 
for the visit, and the identity of the tarpaulined load, is unknown. 

 

Photo 586, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Ford Cargo 1913 articulated unit 2394F (NYR394Y) was one of 
several service vehicles on display during the open day at 
Chiswick Works on 5th August 1984. It was coupled to a rather 
antique looking tanker trailer. 

 

Photo 587, by Ivor Norman, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
This is what bus inspectors were driving in the late 1970s. 
Complete with roof-mounted roundel, Ford Escort 1300 estate 
car 2054F (OJD754R) was one of 22 such vehicles bought for 
the role in 1977. None lasted more than three years, though 
2054F was still new when photographed at Edgware station. 
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Photo 588, by Ivor Norman, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Certain makes and models were associated with particular 
departments of London Transport, perhaps as a means of 
simplifying maintenance and spare parts. A good example is the 
use of the Leyland Terrier by the Catering department. Of ten 
trucks bought, at least eight were operated by the food 
production centre at Croydon. 2125L (WYU125T) was a 4-ton 
box truck which arrived in September 1978 and carried grey 
livery with an unpainted aluminium body. It was caught on film 
outside Bromley bus garage in December 1979. 

 

Photo 589, by Ivor Norman, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Bedford HA vans seemed to have more livery variety than other 
types. Of 74 examples operated by LT, 10 were blue and three 
were white, the remainder being either red or grey. One of the 
white vans was 2134B (WYU134T), delivered in September 
1978 and used for just over four years. In September 1979 it 
was to be found at Baker Street station. 

 

Photo 590, by Ivor Norman, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Two of the red Ford D-series railway emergency box trucks are 
seen here parked at Neasden station, led by 2199F (CUC199V). 
Both carry the later design of front grille and have the black cab 
window surround. The mudguards appear to be rather 
generously wide. 
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Photo 591, by Keith Grimes, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
2401L (A401SJD) was a Leyland Freighter 1311 dropside lorry 
with crane, delivered in December 1983 and photographed at 
Chiswick Works on 13th August 1988. Just visible to the left is 
2395L, another Freighter dropside though of the larger 1613 
type. The difference in height is noticeable. 

 

Photo 592, by Phillip Hambling, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
1981F (OJD981R) was one of eight Ford D0607 semi-dropside 
tilt lorries bought in 1976 and allocated to bus garages for 
engineering support duties. When photographed at Clapham 
Common on 3rd May 1986, 1981F was being used by Merton 
garage. 

 

Photo 593, by Phillip Hambling, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
The Sherpa van has undergone more than its fair share of 
changes, in terms of maker, name and styling. It is however still 
in production in 2004 as the LDV Pilot. Seen here is an early 
example, branded as a Leyland Sherpa 215, which was 
operated by London Transport as 2089L (THV89S) between 
1977 and 1982. When photographed at Highgate on 8th 
February 1987 it was with a private owner. 
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Photo 594, by Phillip Hambling, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
This rather dumpy looking van is 2309D (CGT309X), one of five 
Dodge 50 S66 vans bought in the early 1980s. All wore grey 
livery throughout and all were withdrawn by late 1990. 
Photographed at Baker Street on 19th March 1986. 

 

Photo 595, by Phillip Hambling, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
2400D (A400SJD) was the only Dodge Commando box truck not 
to feature a crew-cab. It had the redesigned radiator and a 
sliding wall body and was caught on film on Marylebone Road 
on 19th March 1986. 

 

Photo 596, by Richard Eversden, added to LTSV on 

16/04/2004. 
 
London Transport bought six Leyland Freighter bus recovery 
trucks in the early 1980s, the first of which was 2372L. For many 
years this was stationed at Cricklewood bus garage, and was 
found attending to an ailing Leyland National at Golders Green 
on 28th January 1989. A variety of lifting equipment was fitted to 
these vehicles, and most were rebuilt with modified gear and 
side panels. 2372L was not one of these, and it was later used 
by London Underground at Acton in a blue and white livery. 
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Photo 597, by Richard Eversden, added to LTSV on 

16/04/2004. 
 
2385D (NYR385Y) was a rather long-bodied but basic dropside 
lorry, based on a Dodge G12 chassis. Used for all manner of 
jobs, it was found in Wood Green bus garage on 13th May 1986. 
The lorry was later repainted in the then new blue and white 
livery. The arrangement of doors and hanging bangers will be 
familiar to anyone with a knowledge of British Railways wagons! 

 

Photo 598, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
2265B (GUV265W) was one of the first Bedford TL lorries 
bought by London Transport, arriving in August 1980. Larger 
than most of its brothers, it had a TL1630 chassis and a 16-ton 
capacity, plain dropside body, mounted rather high. The lack of 
tail-lift must have made loading and unloading quite difficult. It 
was photographed at Purfleet in March 1990, two years after it 
had left the fleet. As with many former service vehicles, the 
London Transport lettering has been obliterated but not the fleet 
number. Note that the cab is partially tilted! 

 

Photo 599, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
London Transport operated two Leyland Boxer dropside lorries 
in the 1980s, although only 2305L (ULW820X), photographed at 
Finchley garage on 20th February 1988, was afforded the luxury 
of a tail-lift. 2305L was one of the few service vehicles of the 
period not to be given fleetnumber matching registration plates, 
and it was to serve for a further two and a half years. 

 

Photo 600, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 16/04/2004. 

 
Dodge Commando G1085 dropside lorry 2405D (A405SJD) was 
taking a break at Edgware garage on 6th June 1991 when 
photographed. Having a crew-cab, tail-lift, and comparatively low 
floor level made this sort of vehicle ideal for a variety of jobs. 
The application of a red roundel to the grey livery is unusual. 
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Photo 601, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The registration number WLT659 was carried by a Routemaster 
bus until about 1994. By 30th August 1999 it was on this Leyland 
DAF 200-series van run by Centrewest at Westbourne Park, 
where this picture was taken. Photos suggest that the van later 
carried K781FHJ, which may have been the original registration. 
The minibus in the background is probably one of the LC class, 
bought for a local health authority contract. 

 

Photo 602, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
This Leyland DAF 200 City Van was photographed at 
Centrewest's Westbourne Park garage on 27th August 2000, 
complete with the Gold Arrow fleetnames carried by buses 
allocated there. It is believed that this is the same vehicle that 
earlier carried the registration WLT659. 

 

Photo 603, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
To ferry crews between the garage at Hounslow Heath and route 
termini, London United (and originally Westlink) use a fleet of 
second-hand Ford Fiesta vans. J911KBJ was photographed 
leaving Hatton Cross station on 15th December 2001. 

 

Photo 604, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
This Ford Escort 3-door estate (G137HAB) was operated by 
East London Bus Company and photographed at their Romford 
North Street garage on 17th August 1991. At this time many of 
the new bus companies were still using vehicles leased and 
numbered by CDS. Although this vehicle is not recorded as 
being one of them, similar G151HAB was used by Leyton 
garage and numbered 3876F. G137HAB may have been 
intended to be 3872F or 3881F. 
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Photo 605, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Although the company name is not carried, this Leyland DAF 
400-series high-roof van was operated by Centrewest from their 
Hanwell garage. Photographed at Greenford on 3rd November 
1990. 

 

Photo 606, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Bus company Centrewest went through a phase of using local 
fleetnames on its buses before First decreed that their name 
was all that should be displayed. Vehicles from the Greenford 
base were given Ealing Buses titles, although this had been 
rather humorously modified on the example pictured above. 
K442WOJ was a Vauxhall Astramax and it was found at 
Greenford on 25th August 2001. 

 

Photo 607, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Long wheelbase high-roof Ford Transit vans have plenty of room 
for tools and spares, and are often used in the bus engineering 
support role. Seen lettered accordingly is First Capital L368XFH, 
photographed at Ilford on 5th October 1999. The spot-lights at 
the front must be useful when attending breakdowns at night. 



Part 3b ï Photos 501-1000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 ï April 2021 
 

Page 35 of 147 

 

Photo 608, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Another bus company with a complicated history is London 
Sovereign, now part of Transdev with London United. Before 
then they operated this Ford Escort van L566VLK in the 
engineering support role, and it was found at Golders Green on 
20th December 1999 attending to one of the RML buses leased 
from TfL. 

 

Photo 609, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Even smaller than a Ford Fiesta van, the Vauxhall Corsa van 
could carry two people and an A4 ring-binder! An example used 
as a service vehicle was M879LYO of London Central, caught 
whizzing through Victoria on 16th January 1996. 

 

Photo 610, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Somewhat dwarfed by a Dennis Trident bus, M931WSN was a 
Ford Escort estate car operated by Stagecoach East London 
and photographed at Canning Town bus station on 5th May 
2000. Both vehicles show Stagecoach's unrelieved red livery, 
which has since been improved. 
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Photo 611, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The London Northern bus unit closed two of its four garages in 
1993, resulting in an increase in dead mileage. MTL bought 
London Northern in 1994, and R&I buses (the original owner of 
the blue and grey minibus in the background) in 1995. A small 
fleet of cars was leased to help it run the more remote services, 
typical of which is this Peugeot 106 photographed at Brent Cross 
on 1st March 1996. Neighbouring Metroline then took over 
London Northern in 1998, and many vehicles were repainted in 
the red and blue livery. Crew ferry duties now also make use of 
former London taxis. 

 

Photo 612, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
To transport materials between bus garages, London General 
acquired this Mercedes-Benz 308D Sprinter dropside truck, 
photographed at Putney on 3rd December 2001. A common 
feature of London bus companies nowadays is the application of 
both the company name and that of the owning group, in this 
case Go-Ahead. 

 

Photo 613, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
London United makes use of Ford Fiesta vans for crew transfer 
duties and they can often be found at termini such as Hatton 
Cross, where this picture was taken on 15th December 2001. 
L104HOA is numbered 5 and carries the grey livery of its 
previous owner, British Telecomm. 
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Photo 614, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The East Thames Buses operation is run by London Buses 
itself, as is the London Dial-a-Ride network, and the two in fact 
share garage space at Ash Grove. For crew ferry vehicles, East 
Thames has been able to make use of redundant Dial-a-Ride 
vehicles, such as this example photographed at Lewisham Bus 
Station in Spring 2004. E104 (M428BLO) is a Mercedes 308D 
minibus conversion by Pilcher Greene and was formerly 
numbered 29 in the Central London Dial-a-Ride fleet. It is odd 
that the vehicle was not left in its original red livery for its new 
role. 

 

Photo 615, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Sovereign is a London bus company but this vehicle is nothing 
to do with them. This Sovereign has a contract for bus 
engineering support in central London and they use a variety of 
vans and tow trucks. Caught on film towing an Arriva RML 
across Oxford Circus on 10th April 2004, P700TOW is a large 
Mercedes-Benz SK bus recovery truck. 

 

Photo 616, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The bug-eyed look of the Ford Transit Mark 6 is even more 
pronounced on the Vauxhall Vivaro (and similar Renault Trafic) 
design. An early example reported as a service vehicle was First 
Capital 71 (KD03XPL), used for bus engineering support, 
probably from their Rainham depot. It was captured on film while 
attending to a bruised bus at Romford on 17th April 2004. 
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Photo 617, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The strangeness of the Vauxhall Vivaro van is carried through to 
the rear, with curious looking lights and mouldings. First 71 
(KD03XPL) was attending to a TNL bus that had had a wallop 
when photographed near Romford Station on 17th April 2004. 

 

Photo 618, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Sole MAN (!) service vehicle 2579 is notoriously difficult to 
photograph in its covered parking slot at Griffith House. This 
view taken on April 25th 2004 shows the large crane and 
American-style exhaust pipe fitted, together with part of the low-
sided body. 

 

Photo 619, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
Ford Escort Van 4955F (T801NGP) was probably due for 
replacement by the time it was photographed at Griffith House 
on 25th April 2004. Note the tail-lift control panel and small 
beacon lights on the adjacent Ford Transit Dropside Truck. 
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Photo 620, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
A trio of Ford Escort vans were found sunning themselves at 
Griffith House on 25th April 2004. 5342F (KE02YSW) and 5341F 
(KE02YWH) are both 55D models employed by Tube Lines, 
while 4955F (T801NGP) on the right is lettered for Metronet 
BCV. 

 

Photo 621, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
5145F (Y681KBH) is a standard Ford Transit 350 Dropside 
Truck with Crew-Cab and Tail-Lift. Note the checker-plating on 
the tail-lift and the extra side lights on the front bumper. 
Photographed at Griffith House on 25th April 2004. 

 

Photo 622, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Transit Dropside Truck has become a standard service 
vehicle type, alongside the van variant. Photographed at Griffith 
House on 25th April 2004, 5146F (Y703KBH) has, like most 
recent examples, a crew-cab and tail-lift. 
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Photo 623, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
The Ford Escort van continued in production until at least 2002, 
some time after the car variant was replaced by the Focus 
model. A typical example is 5162F (KF51GME), lettered for 
Metronet BCV and photographed in the yard at Griffith House on 
25th April 2004. 

 

Photo 624, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
An unexpected find at Baker Street on April 25th 2004 was this 
smart Ford Transit minibus numbered 5190F (Y752KBH). This 
was probably the last Mark 5 Transit taken into stock, and is the 
only known example with a Y prefix registration. A short-
wheelbase, mid-height 12-seater, it carries Metronet BCV 
lettering on standard livery. 

 

Photo 625, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 29/04/2004. 

 
This view of Ford Transit 350 Dropside Truck 5191F (KF51GJO) 
at Griffith House on 25th April 2004 shows the details of the 
bodywork and tail-lift. Note also the spotlamp mounted on the 
headboard. 


