
 

 

 

 

 

LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES 

 

FLEET INFORMATION 

 

Part 3c ï Photographs 1001 to 1500 

 

Issue 1 ï May 2021 



Part 3c ï Photos 1001-1500 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 ï May 2021 
 

Page 2 of 143 

Introduction 

 

About this document 

 

This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 

one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 

LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 

hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 

 

Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (6,739 as at 11
th

 May 2021), this document has been 

broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 

however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 

 

Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 

interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 

 

The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 

shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 

be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 

 

Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 

therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 

against each photo. Comments up to 31
st
 March 2021 are included. 

 

More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 

vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 

 

This part of the document contains photos 1001 to 1500, originally published between October 2005 and September 2006. 

 

 

Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, May 2021 
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Photo 1001, by Bob Martin, added to LTSV on 01/10/2005. 

 
Here's something you don't see every day. A lorry towing two 
buses. The story behind this is that Wombwell Diesels had 
bought RT4730 and converted it into a towing lorry to take 
redundant LT buses to their scrapyard. When collecting RF372 it 
broke down near Watford. AEC Militant tow truck 1457MR was 
dispatched to assist and is seen preparing to head the convoy 
onwards. Dated circa 1972. 

 

Photo 1002, by Bob Martin, added to LTSV on 01/10/2005. 

 
679F was one of many Thames E83W vans used by London 
Transport and was delivered in January 1948. It was sold 12 
years later (not many small vans today last that long!) and was 
pictured in Paddington in about 1961. 

 

Photo 1003, by Bob Martin, added to LTSV on 01/10/2005. 

 
92Q had been new to London Transport in November 1936 and 
was an AEC Mercury 5-ton Pole Carrier (note the distinctive 
hoist and bolsters). Withdrawn and sold to McCann of Barnet in 
July 1962, it was seen in their yard shortly afterwards. A picture 
of this vehicle in slightly happier times appears in SUP15B. 

 

Photo 1004, by Bob Martin, added to LTSV on 01/10/2005. 

 
977B was one of a pair of Bedford CAV Works Ambulances 
bought by London Transport in 1953. When replaced by newer 
CALV vehicles in 1969, this one was sold to the Hemel 
Hempstead Emergency Aid Corps, and was seen at the Civic 
Offices later that year. Note the bell on the front. 
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Photo 1005, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

01/10/2005. 
 
Vauxhall Zafira 5560V can regularly be found at Aldgate Bus 
Station. This view taken on 16th September 2005 clearly shows 
the two fuel filler caps. One is for petrol, one for LPG. 

 

Photo 1006, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 01/10/2005. 

 
Although the Ford Transit Connect van has become popular as a 
service vehicle over the last couple of years, pictures of them 
have been comparatively rare. Helping redress that is Kim's fine 
view of Tube Lines-liveried 5633F, new in April 2004. 

 

Photo 1007, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
At least two Ford Transit Connect vans appeared in this new 
livery in Autumn 2005. 5689F seen outside Griffith House on 2nd 
October 2005 displays the Escalator Services lettering and 
variation on the blue skirt livery. The other vehicle reported was 
5688F. 
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Photo 1008, by David Rowe, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
This Ford Transit has been in the fleet since May 2001 although 
it carries neither lettering nor standard livery. Y285EOB was 
captured on film at Uxbridge Station in June 2005, when it was 
carrying LBSL stickers. It has since lost these and been seen at 
locations as far apart as Thamesmead and Edgware. 

 

Photo 1009, by David Rowe, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Sole 3-axle articulated unit, Mercedes-Benz 2551M was still 
active in May 2005 when it was photographed in Fulham with 
Weightlifter trailer T52. 

 

Photo 1010, by Peter Edgar, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Preserved AEC Regent Tree Lopper 971J visited the Dorking 
Rally on 4th September 2005 and several photographs were 
contributed. 
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Photo 1011, by Peter Edgar, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
This rear view of Tree Lopper 971J at the Dorking Rally on 4th 
September 2005 shows the emergency exit fitted to front 
entrance buses, the semaphore indicator arm and the mobile 
phone masts on the upper deck. Actually, scrub that last bit! 

 

Photo 1012, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
The offside of very clean preserved AEC Regent Tree Lopper 
971J was captured at the Dorking Rally on 4th September 2005. 
This vehicle had been new as bus STL1470 and was a service 
vehicle from 1953 until 1963. 

 

Photo 1013, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
This final view of preserved 971J at the Dorking Rally on 4th 
September 2005 shows the entrance arrangement, painted out 
windows and blind box and hinged access flap / work platform 
on the upper deck. 
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Photo 1014, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

05/10/2005. 
 
Over 10 years old and still going... perhaps strong is not the best 
word! Ford Transit L649MBM is used by Arriva London from 
their Enfield garage, where it was photographed on 2nd October 
2005. Apart from the obligatory rear chevrons, the livery 
application is minimal. 

 

Photo 1015, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

05/10/2005. 
 
A pair of East Thames Buses vehicles were found at Becontree 
Heath Bus Station on 2nd October 2005. Nearest the camera is 
slightly dented Vauxhall Astra Estate T620SGK, while beyond is 
Ford Transit Minibus W302PBY. Both vehicles carried small fuel 
ID numbers over the filler caps. 

 

Photo 1016, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Here is a vehicle that needs no introduction. So I'll just say that it 
was towing LDP58 across Putney Bridge on 4th August 2005. 
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Photo 1017, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Another fine view of Volvo VLT46 shows it in action on Putney 
Bridge on 4th August 2005. Note the back axle is in the lowered 
position. I noticed too late the black hydraulic arm at the top. 
This actually belongs to another lorry in the next lane! 

 

Photo 1018, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
The first of two views of Ford Transit Crew Van 5576F shows it 
resting beside the offices at Finchley Central Station on 19th 
July 2005. The only lettering on this long-wheelbase, mid-height 
van was a fleetnumber. 

 

Photo 1019, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Damon found 5576F again on the 9th of September 2005, when 
it was parked at the depot in the corner of Golders Green Bus 
Station. As can be seen, this Transit has a roof rack and access 
ladder, and has a plain panel on the offside (an extra window 
was fitted on the nearside). 
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Photo 1020, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
Visitors to the HCVS rally at Brighton on 1st May 1983 would 
have seen this fine pair of preserved service vehicles. On the 
right is well known 738J, while on the left is AEC Matador Master 
Breakdown Tender 746P. This was preserved in 1978 and given 
the registration number 816FUF. It is believed to have sadly 
been burnt out some years later. 

 

Photo 1021, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
A cruelly enlarged view taken at the Brighton rally on 1st May 
1983 shows the rear of AEC Matador Master Breakdown Tender 
746P. Although preserved at the time, it was later destroyed in a 
fire. 

 

Photo 1022, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/10/2005. 

 
After relying on VWs, Fords and Vauxhalls for several years, 
London Buses took delivery of a batch of Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter vans in Autumn 2005. One of the first identified was 
5795M seen here at Marble Arch on 26th September that year. 
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Photo 1023, by Bob Martin, added to LTSV on 15/10/2005. 

 
Ford D550 Dropside Lorry 1724F was new in August 1971 but 
was destined to only last 8 years with London Transport, 
somewhat less than normal for such vehicles. This view taken at 
Chiswick Works in 1979 shows the reason. Note that despite 
what it says in SUP15B, a tail-lift was fitted. 

 

Photo 1024, by Julian Bowden-Green, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
The Mark1 Ford Transit was also available as a Parcel van 
which differed quite markedly from other Transit vans. As this 
view of 1719F at Manor House on 14th December 1976 shows, 
a more upright windscreen was fitted together with large sliding 
cab doors. 1719F was new in November 1971 and worked until 
March 1979. 

 

Photo 1025, by Julian Bowden-Green, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
Resting outside Parsons Green depot in April 1977, 1751F is an 
example of a crew-cab fitted Ford D-series dropside lorry. New 
in March 1972, it was originally fitted with a half-tilt, and served 
until the mid-1980s. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 28/08/2006: Although this lorry 
has full drop-sides (ie no fixed sections as sometimes found on 
half-tilts) the cleats fitted to the forward doors show where the tilt 
would have reached to. 

 

Photo 1026, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 15/10/2005. 

 
Ford Transit vans continued to dominate the service vehicle fleet 
into the 2000s. New in Spring 2005, this is 5739F at Ealing 
Common Depot. Branded for Metronet SSL, it is a high-roof 
Transit 90 T350 van with roof racks. This picture also answers 
the question of why these vans have a seam below the roof-line. 
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Photo 1027, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
These VW LT35 minibuses seen at Aldgate Bus Station on 6th 
October 2005 have been illustrated before but this picture was 
selected as it shows the slight difference in colour between the 
two. 5281VW on the right was new in February 2002 in a darker 
shade of red than standard and has been allocated to Aldgate 
ever since. Unique for over 2 years, a further four similar 
vehicles joined it in July 2004, including 5614VW seen here. 
Although very similar to Mercedes-Benz Sprinters, the tall 
headlamps of the VW LT-series make recognition easier. 

 

Photo 1028, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
This view taken at Turnpike Lane Bus Station on 6th October 
2005 shows the backs of two London Buses support vans. 
5588F on the right is a Ford Transit high-roof van new in 
December 2003. On the left is brand-new Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter 5793M. 

 

Photo 1029, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 15/10/2005. 

 
Additions to the owned fleet were few and far between for much 
of the late 1990s and early 2000s. With a number of vehicles 
presumably due for replacement soon, two new lorries arrived in 
Autumn 2005. These were based on the Iveco EuroCargo 
model, an updated version of the Iveco/Ford Cargo and 
SuperCargo, and included refuse truck 2586 seen here at 
Barking Station on 6th October 2005. While earlier Cargo lorries 
had been dual badged and numbered with an F suffix, the new 
examples were pure Ivecos. Could this be why they carry un-
suffixed fleetnumbers? As an aside, the I suffix was used for a 
pair of Fiat Ducato vans in the mid-1980s. Iveco is the truck and 
bus division of Fiat so this suffix could have been reused. 
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Photo 1030, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 15/10/2005. 

 
A nearside view of smart Iveco EuroCargo refuse truck 2586 at 
Barking Station on 6th October 2005 shows the multitude of 
flashing lights, and also the multi-directional driver's mirrors. The 
yellow locker underneath the bodywork is believed to be for 
clinical waste. 

 

Photo 1031, by Julian Bowden-Green, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
With all lettering removed, AEC Mercury open lorry 1072Q was 
parked up at Chiswick works in July 1977 ready for its imminent 
disposal. One of a batch of 3 new in 1958, they were notable for 
carrying lifting tailboards that had earlier been fitted to AEC 
Matadors 105/6/9P. To the rear is a unidentified Ford Trader 
towing lorry, also withdrawn. 

 

Photo 1032, by Julian Bowden-Green, added to LTSV on 

15/10/2005. 
 
The last batch of tower wagons bought by London Transport 
were 5 AEC Mercurys delivered in 1958, very near the end of 
the Trolleybus era. All were sold by the mid-1960s except 
1077Q, which was kept for other duties requiring elevated 
access. It was latterly kept in the lorry yard at Chiswick works 
and was eventually sold in May 1979. This picture was taken at 
Chiswick during the 1970s and shows the tower structure to 
advantage. Note also the tow-bar and the generally cut-off 
appearance of these vehicles. To the left is Ford D500 dropside 
lorry 1788F, while part of York low-loader semi-trailer YT16 can 
be seen beyond. 
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Photo 1033, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
While most leased vehicles stay in the fleet for about 3 years, 
Ford Escort van 4955F had notched up over 5 years when seen 
at Oxford Circus on 23rd October 2005. It is not clear what it was 
doing at this location. 

 

Photo 1034, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Regular residents of Finsbury Park Bus Station, Vauxhall Zafira 
5565V and un-numbered VW Golf estate GJ54KTG were 
present as usual on 1st October 2005. Note that the Golf carries 
chevrons on its rear. 

 

Photo 1035, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
At least 22 Ford Rangers had been used by LUL since the first in 
1999, but pictures have been somewhat unforthcoming. Kim 
caught up with 2002 delivery 5435F at Grange Hill on 11th 
August 2005, it being based at nearby Hainault Depot. As can 
be seen, this Metronet BCV example has a crew-cab and hard-
top. 
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Photo 1036, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Unfortunately this picture was snapped at just the moment a 
bollard obscured the fleetnumber. Despite this, I am fairly certain 
this is 5599F (KJ53UPC), a Ford Tourneo minibus new in 
November 2003. The Tourneo badging is applied to top of the 
range Transit minibuses, this example seating just 9. It was seen 
at Marble Arch on 19th July 2004. 

 

Photo 1037, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Arriva London has standardised on the Vauxhall Combo for 
many of its light duties, including a large number of crew ferry 
vehicles in plain white. Brixton-based FE02VZB is different, 
being a Breakdown Response vehicle with additional striping 
and flashing lights. It was seen at its home depot on 30th 
December 2004. 

 

Photo 1038, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

06/11/2005. 
 
Ford Escort estate N591DSN is 95043 in the Stagecoach 
London service vehicle fleet, being based at Stratford depot for 
Garage Operations including crew ferry runs. As such it can 
often be seen visiting the bus station, as here on 6th October 
2005. 
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Photo 1039, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

06/11/2005. 
 
Despite the delivery of seemingly large numbers of red-liveried 
Ford, Volkswagen and Mercedes-Benz vans for LBSL duties, 
there was still a need to hire in additional vehicles throughout 
2005. A typical example is white-liveried high-roof Ford Transit 
van YH05VDO seen at Stratford Bus Station on 6th October 
2005. 

 

Photo 1040, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Arriva The Shires 1181 (W217LFS) is one of several Vauxhall 
Combo vans based at Garston Garage and used on crew ferry 
duties to locations such as Edgware Bus Station, where it was 
photographed on 17th June 2005. Later in the year this duty was 
commonly performed by a bus-liveried LDV Convoy minibus. 

 

Photo 1041, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
This view of Turnpike Lane Bus Station taken on 19th July 2005 
shows Ford Transit 5302F beside new VW Transporter 5668VW. 
The high-bumper on the latter type makes them appear smaller 
but, as can be seen, the two are dimensionally very similar. 



Part 3c ï Photos 1001-1500 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 ï May 2021 
 

Page 16 of 143 

 

Photo 1042, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
This smart Vauxhall Combo van seen near Acton Museum 
Depot in July 2005 carried neither a fleetnumber nor the normal 
blue skirt, although it had had Tube Lines logos applied. Also 
notable is the offside sliding cargo door, it being more common 
to have one just on the nearside, or not at all. 
The Ford Escort van in the background is roughly the same size 
but, being car-derived, was not able to be fitted with side cargo 
doors. This may have been part of the reason for developing the 
Transit Connect design. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 11/03/2007: Number now 
known to be 5750V 

 

Photo 1043, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
2555F is one of two large Ford/Iveco Super Cargo 
demountables used by LUL since 1995. It was seen rounding 
Parliament Square on 17th June 1998. 

 

Photo 1044, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Ford-Iveco mini-dustcart 2564F was seen passing Victoria Bus 
Station on 6th May 2004. 
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Photo 1045, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
It may appear odd for an L-registered Ford Transit to still be in 
LUL use in 2005 but this is 2548F, one of a small number of 
such vehicles purchased rather than leased. When caught on 
film passing through Stratford in September 2005, it was 
carrying Tube Lines logos and an un-suffixed fleetnumber. 

 

Photo 1046, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
High-roof Ford Transit 5382F caught me by surprise in 
Westminster on 2nd July 2005. This picture has been included 
as it shows the rear ladder arrangement and a less capacious 
roof rack than normal. This is one of several Transits to have 
had an additional offside window added after entering service. 

 

Photo 1047, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
A couple of the red Ford Transits delivered in 2002 have not 
previously been illustrated on this site. Addressing this, here we 
see 5303F at Arnos Grove Station on 20th July 2005. This 
particular van was often to be found at Edgware or Harrow Bus 
Stations. 
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Photo 1048, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Ford Transit 5340F is often to be found in on near Victoria Bus 
Station, although it has been photographed much less frequently 
than fellow resident 5301F. Note the three aerials. 8th January 
2005. 

 

Photo 1049, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 06/11/2005. 

 
Ford Transit van 5347F was rebuilt in mid-2005 with an 
additional offside window, and was back at Finchley Central 
Station by 19th July, when this picture was taken. Click on the 
View Vehicle details link above right to see pictures of this van in 
its original condition. The un-repaired dent by the rear wheelarch 
proves that it is the same vehicle! 

 

Photo 1050, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
London Country 23F (UCD357S) was a Ford D0910 Dropside 
Lorry new in 1977. When it was photographed at Crawley 
Garage on 29th March 1985, it had been repainted with a yellow 
cab and had been used, in common with many LCBS lorries, as 
a driver training vehicle. 
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Photo 1051, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
London Country bought 2 new Ford D0710 tree loppers in 1979, 
which initially carried the bodies off the Trader lorries they 
replaced. They were both rebodied in 1984, and 34F (BNJ91T) 
later passed to London Country South East, which was fairly 
quickly renamed Kentishbus. Carrying its new livery and 
fleetnumber (923), it was found at Northfleet Garage on 12th 
November 1988. 

 

Photo 1052, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
London Country 37F (DWV380V) was unusual for carrying a 
white livery. This D0910 Dropside Lorry new in 1979 was 
photographed at Dartford Garage on 4th September 1986, by 
which time it was officially in the London Country South East 
Fleet. Note the lettering added to advertise the driver training 
service, and also the National Bus Company logo on the front. 
 
Comment by Ray Monk on 26/11/2009: Being too close to call at 
the date of this photograph, but records show this was with 
LCBS until 7/9/1986 passing then to Kentish Bus. As the photo 
was taken three days before transfer (4/9/1986) then it would 
have been white (not green) when leaving the former company 
and also white with the latter. 

 

Photo 1053, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
Ford D0710 Dropside Lorry EUF64V had been 40F in the LCBS 
fleet until 1985. It was then sold to fellow NBC subsidiary 
Hastings and District and given this smart blue and yellow livery. 
It was photographed in Hastings in May 1994, apparently still in 
use. 
 
Comment by Damon Cross on 26/12/2005: My mistake. This 
photo was taken on 10th October 1992 on the occasion of a 
running day. 

 

Photo 1054, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
Coach operator National London came under the control of 
London Country during the 1980s, resulting in the allocation of 
some LCBS service vehicles to this operation. Seen at Victoria 
Coach Station on 17th July 1985, Ford Transit van 43F 
(HUF516V) carries a plain white livery. 
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Photo 1055, by Richard Eversden, added to LTSV on 

11/11/2005. 
 
The National London operation was eventually absorbed by 
Kentishbus, resulting in former 43F (HUF516V) appearing in the 
new cream and brown livery numbered 927. This Ford Transit 
van is seen in the well-known Kent suburb of Golders Green 
(???) on 28th January 1989. 

 

Photo 1056, by Keith Grimes, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
This vehicle looks like anything but a bus company service 
vehicle, and indeed it isn't really! Gatwick Engineering was a 
company set up in 1986 to take over the former central works of 
London Country Bus Services in Crawley. As such, they 
inherited a proportion of the service vehicle fleet, and repainted 
several in this bright white and red livery. Ford Transit Van 
FCD236X had been 47F in the LCBS fleet, and was 
photographed near the works on 1st December 1987. 

 

Photo 1057, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
An interesting shot taken inside Dorking Garage on 13th January 
1985 shows how forward control lorries are often fitted with tilt-
cabs to provide access to the engine and gearbox. The subject 
is London Country 55F (WPN292Y), a Ford Cargo 1011 
Dropside Lorry new in 1983. 
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Photo 1058, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
This picture was taken at Garston Garage on 25th July 1984 and 
shows London Country Ford Escort van 57F (YCD540Y). Small 
vans operated by LCBS in the 1980s often carried white livery 
rather than the green carried earlier. Notable is the lack of 
lettering (except fleetnumber) and the large NBC logo. In the 
background can be seen a London Transport RMA-class staff 
bus, most likely used to ferry staff to the nearby Aldenham 
works. 

 

Photo 1059, by Richard Eversden, added to LTSV on 

11/11/2005. 
 
Box vans used as service vehicles have tended to be fairly short 
versions, perhaps due to the weight of the typical load. An 
exception was London Country 62F, based on a Ford Cargo 
1615, the heavier model being recognisable by the wider 
wheelarches. New in 1983, it passed to London Country North 
East in 1986, and was photographed at their Harlow Garage on 
26th April 1988. The slight fading apparent on the bodywork was 
also to be seen on many LCBS buses. Note the darker squares 
where the NBC logos have been painted out. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 23/02/2006: Wow! That van is 

about four storeys tall! :-) 

 

Photo 1060, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
Most of the service vehicles used by LCBS carried plain liveries, 
either leaf green, white or yellow (in the case of recovery trucks). 
When LCBS was split up in 1986, the new operators introduced 
a variety of liveries, the longest-lived of which was London & 
Country's. Formed from a renaming of London Country South 
West, a smart two-tone green and red livery was adopted, and 
applied here to former 69F (B867KNJ). It was photographed at 
Leatherhead Garage on 17th May 1991 next to Olympian LR50 
which still retains LCBS green. L&C had numerous changes of 
direction with its fleet numbering, particularly of its buses. This 
van was at some point renumbered A4. 
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Photo 1061, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 11/11/2005. 

 
The last service vehicles delivered to London Country were a 
pair of Ford Transits that arrived in September 1985. 70F 
(C553NFG) was found at Hertford Garage on 6th October 1986, 
still in LCBS green and displaying the reversed number F70, a 
not uncommon feature in this fleet! This van had actually passed 
to Gatwick Engineering the previous month, although such 
vehicles remained as common visitors to former LCBS garages. 

 

Photo 1062, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

20/11/2005. 
 
MAN truck 2579 has been resident at Griffith House since 
August 2002 but has proved hard to photograph. John found it 
out in the open for a change, parked on Allsop Place behind 
Baker Street Station on 15th November 2005, carrying what 
looks like a pair of escalator steps. Note the large tail-lift 
specified for vehicles used by the lifts & escalators department. 

 

Photo 1063, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

20/11/2005. 
 
The latest recruit to the lifts & escalators fleet at Griffith House is 
Iveco EuroCargo 2585, seen here at home on 15th November 
2005. Like earlier Iveco 2535F, it has a crew-cab and large tail-
lift. Note that Metronet logos are carried (albeit wonkily) and that 
the vehicle carries a deeper blue skirt than similar EuroCargo 
2586. 

 

Photo 1064, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 20/11/2005. 

 
Another picture I nearly missed! Vauxhall Astra van 5725V was 
seen in the Strand on 20th November 2005. Although the Astra 
design was revamped in 2004, the van models continued to use 
the previous style. 
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Photo 1065, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 20/11/2005. 

 
Of the four VW LT35 minibuses leased for use by London Buses 
in July 2004, 5615VW is often to be found based at 
Walthamstow Bus Station, as here on 21st May 2005. 

 

Photo 1066, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
The Vauxhall Zafiras used by London Buses in Central London 
seem to be more elusive than their suburban cousins, perhaps 
because they often park in the basement at Victoria Coach 
Station. However, on 14th July 2005 Colin found 5571V resting 
in the still-new bus station at Vauxhall. 

 

Photo 1067, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Of the 12 Ford Transits leased for London Buses in Winter 
2003/4 (5578F-5589F), this is the last to be illustrated on the 
site. 5586F spent several months based at the Croydon Tramlink 
depot at Therapia Lane, for reasons unknown. Fortunately, 
Damon managed to poke his camera through the fence on 28th 
March 2005 and record this image. More recently, 5586F has 
been seen working in central London. 
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Photo 1068, by Keith Grimes, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Bedford Astra van 3366B started life in a red livery for the work 
force fleet of LRT Builders. By 10th December 1988 (when this 
picture was taken), it had been transferred to the Bexleybus 
operation and repainted into overall cream. It was withdrawn in 
March 1990. 

 

Photo 1069, by Keith Grimes, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Ford Transit minibus 3453F was new in January 1987 and was 
recorded as being allocated to Baker Street and Manor House. 
However, on 10th January 1988 it was found at Bexleyheath 
Garage. Note the bumps (aerials?) on the roof. 

 

Photo 1070, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
5663F was a Ford Transit 90 T350 dropside truck with crew-cab 
(but no tail-lift) that was new in August 2004. Observations 
suggest that it is based at Lillie Bridge but it was photographed 
passing Turnpike Lane station on 27th February 2005. It carried 
standard livery with small Tube Lines logos. 
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Photo 1071, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
5678VW was one of 3 VW Transporter vans based at Stratford 
Bus Station from Spring 2005 to cover duties across East 
London. In June of that year, it was found on Rainham Road. 

 

Photo 1072, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Delivery of a new batch of VW Transporter vans for London 
Buses started in early 2005, these differing from earlier 
examples in being of the high-roof variant. The number range 
5668-5678 appears to have been intended but, as of late 2005, 
only 7 had been reported, plus 3 others that carried no numbers. 
One of the most visible of the batch is Victoria-based 5675VW, 
seen here rounding Piccadilly Circus on 27th April 2005. 

 

Photo 1073, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
5203F was a fairly standard Ford Escort van new in September 
2001. It was caught on film in Buckingham Palace Road on 18th 
July 2005. 
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Photo 1074, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
This picture taken at Edgware Bus Station on 5th April 2005 
offers an interesting comparison between the Vauxhall Movano 
and Ford Transit Vans used by London Buses. 

 

Photo 1075, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Long-wheelbase Ford Transit van 5229F was new in May 2001 
and is very often to be found parked in the yard at Griffith House. 
Back on 11th January 2002 it was seen at Victoria, at that time 
still carrying LUL logos. 

 

Photo 1076, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Vauxhall Astra van 5258V was new in September 2001 and was 
latterly operated by Tube Lines. On 4th August 2005 it was seen 
crossing Putney Bridge. 

 

Photo 1077, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Ford Focus estate 5294F was a long-term resident of Stratford 
Bus Station, having been there almost continuously since 
delivery in January 2002. The 24th of May 2005 was no 
exception, and it was parked against the fence at the back. Note 
the very small type pressure markings on the wheelarches. 
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Photo 1078, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Ford Focus 5297F spent most of its time in South-East London, 
often being found at Eltham. On 22nd June 2005 it had come up 
to London Bridge for a change and was parked in the company 
of central London allocated Transit 5301F. Damon did a good 
job of getting this shot in the permanent gloom of the bus station. 

 

Photo 1079, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 27/11/2005. 

 
Another Stratford Bus Station line-up, this one taken on 19th 
March 2005. At the front is Transit 5298F, while three VW 
Transporters are arrayed beyond. Also just visible are VW Golf 
GJ54ECX and an unidentified Ford Focus. Note the relatively 
high-mounted headlamps on the VW vans. 
 
Comment by Damon Cross on 27/11/2005: The unidentified 
Ford Focus is 5294F 

 

Photo 1080, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 

27/11/2005. 
 
Service vehicles at Stratford Bus Station are usually parked 
along the back fence, beside the entrance road. Although this 
means you can't get up close, a decent camera can produce 
results like this. Present on 6th October 2005 were Ford Focus 
5287F and two of the VW Transporter vans that had been new 
earlier that year. 

 

Photo 1081, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
Ford Transit 5370F was visiting Leytonstone Station on 2nd 
December 2005, and was parked alongside Renault Kangoo 
YK55KZY. The latter carried number 5716 but this is believed to 
be incorrect. 
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Photo 1082, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
The third of three SVs found at Leytonstone station on 2nd 
December 2005 was Ford Mondeo Estate 5555F of Metronet 
BCV. 

 

Photo 1083, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
This picture of Ford Transit 5592F was taken at Griffith House 
on 15th November 2005. What is interesting is that shows a van 
that has had a side window retrofitted. Other pictures of this van 
taken at the same location in 2004 show it without windows. 

 

Photo 1084, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
This view of 2004 Ford Tourneo Minibus 5647F at Edgware 
Road Station on 15th November 2005 shows the single piece 
lift-up rear door fitted to this variant of the Ford Transit. It also 
illustrates the rear treatment of ERU vehicles. The silver Transit 
Connect alongside was not carrying any logos or lettering but its 
registration suggests it may also be an SV. 

 

Photo 1085, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
The recent variation in LUL livery for the Escalator Services 
department is seen on Ford Transit Connect 5688F at Griffith 
House on 15th November 2005. 
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Photo 1086, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
5695F was a one-off Ford Transit van leased for use by LBSL in 
October 2004, following earlier batches of eight and twelve 
similar vehicles. It was based for much of the time at Stratford 
Bus Station, outside which it was photographed on 25th June 
2005. 

 

Photo 1087, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
5700F was a Ford Transit dropside truck with crew-cab that 
entered service in Spring 2005. It differs from many similar 
vehicles in having a tail-lift that appears to be made of mesh 
rather than plate, as seen in this view taken at Edgware Road 
Station on 15th November 2005. 

 

Photo 1088, by Clive Greedus, added to LTSV on 03/12/2005. 

 
A handful of Renault Kangoo cars have been used by LUL and 
the infracos since 2001 but no pictures had come to light until 
this week. The vehicle seen here parked at Leytonstone Station 
on 24th November 2005 carried the fleetnumber 5716, although 
this had already appeared on a Ford Transit Minibus. Two 
similar vehicles had arrived in October 2005 also with apparently 
incorrect fleetnumbers. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 11/03/2007: Correct 
fleetnumber now known to be 5837R. 
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Photo 1089, by Julian Bowden-Green collection, added to 

LTSV on 22/12/2005. 
 
Tower wagons were an essential part of the service vehicle fleet 
until the withdrawal of the last Trolleybus services in 1962. Many 
of these vehicles were rebuilt from former buses, including 728J 
which had started out as STL401. This served in its new 
incarnation for just over 10 years from December 1948. 

 

Photo 1090, by Julian Bowden-Green collection, added to 

LTSV on 22/12/2005. 
 
Seen during a race-event at Epsom Downs, 754P was an AEC 
Matador Master Breakdown Tender acquired from the War 
Department in 1948. 8 such vehicles were bought, most of which 
were just 3 years old at the time. Three lasted in service until the 
late-1970s but 754P was one of four sold in December 1956. 

 

Photo 1091, by Julian Bowden-Green, added to LTSV on 

22/12/2005. 
 
Awaiting disposal at Chiswick Works in about 1976 is a vehicle 
with an interesting history. Ford Trader Tree Lopper 1245F was 
one of 5 bought in 1962 to replace a batch of ex-STLs. All were 
delivered in grey livery and four passed to the new London 
Country operation in January 1970. 1245F remained with LT and 
at some point was repainted to green, presumably due to its 
role. It was replaced by D-series 1935F in 1976 and sold in 
January 1977. 
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Photo 1092, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
5782F was a Ford Transit minibus new in 2005 and seen at 
Finchley Central Station on 3rd December 2005. 

 

Photo 1093, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
At Griffith House on 3rd December 2005, the yard was host to 
Ford Transit Connect van 5765F in standard Tube Lines livery. 
Beyond that is an Iveco Daily dropside NX54LNC which is 
believed to be a contractorôs or hire vehicle. 

 

Photo 1094, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
A wide-angle thru-the-fence shot At Finchley Central Station on 
3rd December 2005 shows new Ford Transit dropside 5787F 
with Tube Lines logos. Like similar recent deliveries, it has a 
mesh tail-lift rather than a solid one. 
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Photo 1095, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
This Mercedes-Benz tow truck was photographed at Victoria Bus 
Station on the evening of 3rd December 2005. Note the raised 
trailing axle. Later in the month London Buses logos and striping 
was applied. 

 

Photo 1096, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
Eltham Bus Station is usually home to several of the Vauxhall 
Zafiras operated by London Buses. On 17th December 2005, 
5572V was parked next to the central island, with hired Ford 
Transit van YH05TVE beyond. 

 

Photo 1097, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
London Buses took delivery of a batch of Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter vans in Autumn 2005, including 5796M seen against a 
low sun at Eltham Bus Station on 17th December that year. 

 

Photo 1098, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
A further view of 5796M at Eltham Bus Station on 17th 
December 2005 shows the livery application to the rear, and the 
light-bar. 
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Photo 1099, by David Rowe, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
A surprise appearance in December 2005 was Mercedes-Benz 
tow-truck L100JMH in full London Buses livery. The exact details 
of its ownership are not yet known but it is believed to be 
operated by a contractor such as Sovereign. It was seen at Park 
Lane soon afterwards. 

 

Photo 1100, by David Rowe, added to LTSV on 22/12/2005. 

 
Renault Kangoos have featured in the LUL fleet since 2001, with 
a batch of four followed by three more in 2003/4. One of the 
latter was 5575R, liveried for Tube Lines and seen at Lillie 
Bridge in Winter 2005. 

 

Photo 1101, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 25/12/2005. 

 
Mercedes-Benz Vario 2574M was found passing through 
Walthamstow on 22nd December 2005. Given the location it 
could be presumed that this was based at Tottenham Hale at the 
time. 

 

Photo 1102, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 25/12/2005. 

 
We have not seen the back of one of the ERU Mercedes-Benz 
Vario box trucks before. Seen at Walthamstow on 22nd 
December 2005, 2574M shows off its Ratcliff tail-lift (plated for 
1000kg) and roller shutter door. 
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Photo 1103, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 25/12/2005. 

 
Another photo of Travel London Vauxhall Vivaro VE04ZRC 
parked behind a sick Dennis Trident, this time taken at Waterloo 
Station on 22nd December 2005. Note the spot-light and light-
bar. Crew ferry Ford Transit minibuses can often also be seen at 
this location. 

 

Photo 1104, by James Mair, added to LTSV on 25/12/2005. 

 
Snow White and the seven Ford Transits! A view of the Griffith 
House yard in winter 2000 finds a collection of vehicles present. 
The white car is of interest as it is Ford Focus Estate T240KAB. 
This was apparently numbered 4837F, reusing a number that 
had been briefly used for a Ford Transit. However, all other T-
reg vehicles were numbered from 4900 upwards, and the 
number 4937 was suspiciously missed! As my database is not 
very good at handling duplicates, I have called this 4937F for 
now. Sadly the photo does not provide proof either way. The 
Transits are a mix of low-roof and mid-height models. Note that 
the third from the right lacks the blue skirt and lettering and may 
have been a hire. Finally, the two red Mondeos are probably 
staff cars, although the reg of the one on the left suggests it was 
supplied by CDS. Other S-SNP regs appeared on numbered 
Escort and Fiesta cars. 

 

Photo 1105, by James Mair, added to LTSV on 25/12/2005. 

 
Ford Focus Estate 5111F could often be found parked on the 
South side of Harrow-on-the-Hill Station, and was used from 
August 2000 until October 2003. Here it is carrying rather more 
white than usual! 
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Photo 1106, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 01/01/2006. 

 
Luton vans are very rare in the current service vehicle fleet. The 
only one in use in 2005 was 5519F, seen here in its regular 
parking space beside the railway at Acton Town in September 
2005. This van replaced similarly bodied 4958F in 2003. Mobile 
Exhibition Unit 5494F also carries a Luton-type body with the 
addition of an extension over the cab. 

 

Photo 1107, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 01/01/2006. 

 
Ford Transit Connect T200L van 5771F was new in 2005 and 
was found near the Acton Museum Depot in November that 
year. It carries Tube Lines logos on standard LUL livery. 

 

Photo 1108, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 01/01/2006. 

 
Ford Transit 5772F features a crew-cab and plain dropside 
body. It was parked at Acton Town in November 2005. 
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Photo 1109, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 01/01/2006. 

 
816F was a standard long-wheelbase Ford Transit van but 
unusually carried lettering for Transport for London Uniform 
Service. It was found in Popes Lane, Acton just before 
Christmas 2005. Note that all the lettering is blue. 

 

Photo 1110, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 01/01/2006. 

RE05DTZ was one of a number of VW Transporter vans 
delivered for use by London Buses in early 2005. First seen at 
Thornton Heath in May, it had still not had a fleetnumber applied 
when it was photographed again, this time in Charing Cross 
Road on 26th October. It had however received an Infrastructure 
Development sticker on the door. 

 

Photo 1111, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 22/01/2006. 

 
Pictures of SVs from the early years of LCBS are rare so this 
view by Les Wrangle is particularly welcome. It shows Austin LD 
van 10A in Dunton Green Garage in the early 1970s carrying full 
NBC green livery. This van had started life as LT 1452AS in 
August 1966. It was sold to LCBS in November 1972, almost 2 
years after the formation of the new company, this possibly 
explaining why it was given a number in LCBS's new SV series 
rather than retaining its LT stock number. Repainted green in 
October 1973, it was destined to only last a further 17 months. 
 
Comment by Routemaster37 on 11/02/2012: I had a serious 
accident in this vehicle in January 1975. Vehicle was written off 
and the engine went into a narrow boat. 

 

Photo 1112, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 22/01/2006. 

 
To the casual observer or reader of ABCs, the numbering of 
LCBS's service vehicle fleet may have appeared slightly chaotic. 
The main series started at 1B but there were others numbered in 
the high 500s, quite a few between 1148 and 1415, and a 
handful of recovery trucks with letter prefixes instead of suffixes. 
The reasons for this were the vehicles and orders inherited from 
LT on the formation of the new company. This Ford D stores 
lorry was ordered by LT as its 1579F. By the time it was 
delivered to Reigate, this garage was controlled by the new 
company, and they took 1000 off the fleetnumber to make it 
579F. Looking very much like an LT SV, the lorry was seen 
leaving its home garage sometime in the 1970s. 


