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Introduction 

 
About this document 

 
This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 
one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 
LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 
hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 
 
Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (4,925 as of 1st March 2015), this document has been 
broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 
however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 
 
Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 
interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 
 
The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 
shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 
be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 
 
Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 
therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 
against each photo. Comments up to 1st March 2015 are included. 
 
More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 
vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 
 
This part of the document contains photos 1501 to 2000, originally published between September 2006 and July 2007. 
 
 
Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, March 2015 
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Photo 1501, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Lined up in the sunshine at Turnpike Lane Bus Station on 6th September 
2006 were three of the LBSL Mercedes-Benz Sprinter vans new earlier 
that year. These vans have filler points for petrol on the nearside and 
LPG on the offside. 

 

Photo 1502, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Although it is barely visible in this view, Ford Transit van 5975F is notable 
for having its lettering altered on both sides to read Tube Lies! The high-
roof crew van was parked in the compound at Finchley Central Station on 
6th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1503, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Several vans are often parked by the offices in the car park at Finchley 
Central Station. On 6th September 2006 two Ford Transit Crew Vans 
were present, with unlettered 5693F parked behind Tube Lines 5788F. 

 

Photo 1504, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Supplementing the Vauxhall Combo vans used on crew ferry runs 
between Garston Garage and Edgware Bus Station, Arriva the Shires 
often use their bus-liveried LDV Convoy minibus 1252 (P697UFR). It was 
seen at Edgware on 6th September 2006. 
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Photo 1505, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Although this van has already been illustrated, this view has been 
included as it shows the rear of a very common type. Vauxhall Combo 
van 5868V is used by Metronet and was found parked near Griffith 
House on the night of 6th September 2006. Compared to photo 636 of 
similar 5448V, it will be noted that 5868V has an additional off-side cargo 
door, while the rear windows have the benefit of wipers. 

 

Photo 1506, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
This van has been seen many times in the vicinity of Griffith House, most 
usually late at night. Otherwise a fairly standard low-roof Ford Transit 
Van, 5834F stands out by virtue of its all-over white livery. Seen on 6th 
September 2006. 

 

Photo 1507, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Lots of service vehicles can be seen active at night, but most are hard or 
impossible to photograph. This one however was worth making an effort 
for. The Renault Kangoos in the fleet have proved elusive and it was 
rather surprising to find that 5188R was still active in autumn 2006. It was 
parked on Sutton Walk near Waterloo station, together with a couple of 
ERU lorries, at 1.45am on 7th September. 

 

Photo 1508, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Another surprise find on the night of 6th/7th September 2006 was this 
pair of Ford Transit Connect Vans parked on Minories near Aldgate. 
These are both of the rarer high-roof LWB variety, although the difference 
is less pronounced than on full-sized Transit vans. Note the variations in 
the size of the Metronet logos, and the depth of the blue skirts. 
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Photo 1509, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Aldgate Bus Station is always good for a few LBSL service vehicles. 
However, it was a surprise to find no less than 9 parked there at 2.15am 
on 7th September 2006. The vehicles, which comprised 4 Transits, 3 
Zafiras and 2 Sprinters, included some seen earlier at Turnpike Lane and 
Finsbury Park. 

 

Photo 1510, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
John certainly makes the most of his visits to London and was back in 
action after a few hours' sleep to catch this smart view of a well-known 
but elusive vehicle. Iveco Cargo dustcart X278VWT looks like a hire, but 
it has been in the fleet since March 2003. The Harprulehire lettering had 
been applied fairly recently, suggesting that it is on a return-for-
maintenance type of lease. Seen about to enter Acton Works on 7th 
September 2006. 

 

Photo 1511, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Another view of Iveco dustcart X278VWT entering Acton Works on 7th 
September 2006 accentuates the compact nature of this vehicle, 
although it is somewhat larger than the two mini-dustcarts in the Tube 
Lines fleet. It had been suspected that the arrival of EuroCargo dustcart 
2586 in late 2005 would have rendered this un-liveried vehicle obsolete 
but, as seen, it continues in use. 

 

Photo 1512, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
This van may look like many others but it is subtly different. 5859F was 
seen leaving Acton Works on 7th September 2006 and is a Ford Transit 
Crew Van operated by Metronet. However, unlike most such vehicles, it 
is based on the medium wheelbase, mid-height Transit, rather than the 
long-wheelbase one. 
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Photo 1513, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
A lot of vehicles going in and out of Acton Works carry neither service 
vehicle liveries nor lettering. While the majority of these can be ignored, 
some stand out as being of interest. In this case, smart two-tone silver 
Ford Ranger pick-up KJ06JXO was notable as the KJ06xxx registration 
series is carried by many numbered Ford service vehicles. It may be that 
this vehicle is allocated a number, or that it was just procured at the same 
time. The location suggests that it is certainly used in connection with 
LUL work. 7th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1514, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Service vehicles 5840F to 5849F are all Ford Transit Connect vans that 
appear to be used primarily for mail runs. As such they can be seen at 
many locations and frequently at Acton Works. 5849F differs from most in 
not carrying the Tube Lines logo. Seen at Acton on 7th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1515, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
The first example of the new-style Ford Transit in proper SV livery to be 
photographed was 5990F, caught as it was about to enter Acton Works 
on 7th September 2006. A useful note regarding these is that the model 
designation, formerly carried on the cabside trim, is now shown on the 
rear, this example being a 100 T350. It is notable that all varieties of 
Transit dropside are still being specified, including examples like this with 
neither a crew-cab nor tail-lift. 

 

Photo 1516, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Some unexpectedly high-numbered SVs have been seen in 2006, 
suggesting that the rate of fleet intake has increased. Demonstrating this 
is 6068F, a Ford Focus Estate with Metronet logos, seen leaving Acton 
Works on 7th September 2006. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 12/05/2007: Although clearly lettered as 
6068F, this is in fact 6086F! 



Part 3d - Photos 1501-2000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 - March 2015 

 

Page 7 of 130 

 

Photo 1517, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Like similar vehicle KJ06JXO (see photo 1513), this unmarked Ford 
Ranger is suspected to be a service vehicle by nature of its registration 
and its location. No less than 38 numbered SVs were registered in the 
KJ03Dxx series. KJ03DXF was seen at Acton Works on 7th September 
2006, and is notable for carrying a different style of glazed hard-top 
(compare to 5653F in photo 1476) 

 

Photo 1518, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
Several service vehicles are stationed at Arnos Grove sidings, and some 
can be photographed through the fence from the road running alongside. 
This view taken on 9th September 2006 shows Tube Lines Ford Transit 
crew van 5773F. As has been mentioned before, crew vans can have 
additional windows in either side or, as here, both. 

 

Photo 1519, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
While John was enjoying the sun on Bollo Lane on 7th September 2006, 
Damon was presumably doing the same down in Eastbourne. However, 
he still managed to photograph an SV! Vauxhall Astra van 5278V was 
still carrying full livery, albeit without lettering, and had been a part of the 
Metronet fleet until about 2005. It is interesting that this, and some even 
newer vehicles, have been disposed of, while some older leased vehicles 
remain active. 

 

Photo 1520, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
This picture is puzzling! In the early days of TfL running the Streets 
operation, the standard livery was white with a broad orange stripe, as 
seen on Vauxhall Zafira LS04NXA (photo 1383). There then appeared 
several Ford Focus Estates and Transit Connect Vans in a silver livery 
with blue lettering (see photo 1377). But then Ray found this brand new 
Vauxhall Astra Estate near Acton Works on 4th September 2006, 
carrying the original livery. Perhaps there is a departmental 
differentiation? The lettering has been updated with the addition of 
London Streets titling. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 25/09/2006: This 'police'-type livery was 
inherited from the Traffic Control Systems Unit which looked after traffic 
lights following the abolition of the GLC. The GLC cars wore the same 
livery and ended up very anonymous after transfer to the TCSU as the 
front door lettering was removed and the orange stripe gradually faded. 
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Photo 1521, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
In a three hour stint on Bollo Lane recently, I failed to see any of the new 
MAN trucks. Ray was more lucky on 4th September 2006, and captured 
2589 entering the works, complete with a crew-cab and dropside body. 

 

Photo 1522, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
This anonymous VW Transporter minibus works for Metroline and is 
described in the database as being beige. As this picture taken in 
Brentford on 9th September 2006 shows, it is actually metallic and could 
equally be described as silver. Given the location it is possible it was 
working for Metroline subsidiary Armchair, whose base is nearby. 
 
Comment by Ray on 21/09/2006: Both this, and a real silver one, were 
working from AH. Perhaps they were the pair based at NW. Could this be 
metallic mink? 

 

Photo 1523, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
The orange and white livery of Armchair Passenger Transport (APT) will 
soon only be seen on their coach fleet as the remaining non-red buses 
are in the process of being repainted in TfL-approved livery. The red 
rules do not apply to service vehicles though so this LDV 200 minibus 
seen in Commerce Way, Brentford on 9th September 2006 may retain 
this livery for some time. APT is of course owned by Metroline, and most 
of their SVs run in various factory-applied colours. 

 

Photo 1524, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
More confusion! This VW Transporter (branded Caravelle) minibus seen 
leaving the rear yard of Fulwell Bus Garage on 9th September 2006 
certainly looks like a Tellings Golden-Miller vehicle, as it carries a similar 
livery to their coach parked behind. However, the TGM bus operation 
was taken over by Travel London in 2005, and S279SLD is believed to 
have passed with this. 
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Photo 1525, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 21/09/2006. 
 
The role of this vehicle is not known but the collection of bumps and 
aerials on the roof suggest that it may be something high-tech. Based on 
a long-wheelbase Mercedes-Benz Sprinter van, it was found at Bow on 
14th September 2006. Some similar looking vehicles are engaged in 
congestion charge enforcement, but these usually carry prominent C 
logos and additional contractors lettering. 

 

Photo 1526, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Following disposal by London Transport in May 1981, AEC Militant 
Master Breakdown Tender 1456MR passed to The National Rescue 
Group in late 1983, and was repainted in this brown livery for use from 
their Brooklands depot. It lasted in this role until 1988 and has since been 
in preservation. In April 1993 it was being rallied in as-withdrawn 
condition, showing that the front ballast box had been removed and a 
spare wheel mounted on the bumper. This view is also interesting for 
showing the jib raised and fully extended. 

 

Photo 1527, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Former 1456MR can currently be found at the Brooklands museum, 
alongside several other commercial vehicles and a couple of airliners. It 
retains the livery of its last active operator, and shows a couple of 
modifications made by them. Damon was able to confirm that this vehicle 
carries the chassis number 0860039. 28th August 2006. 

 

Photo 1528, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A view of the nearside of former 1456MR at the Brooklands museum on 
28th August 2006. An information notice nearby stated that this vehicle 
was actually built in 1954 (rather than 1964) and initially served as 
general cargo truck, the crane being fitted by Boughtons of Amersham 
after acquisition by London Transport in 1966. It also confirmed that the 
vehicle is based on 6x6 chassis. 
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Photo 1529, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
It is unlikely that 1456MR and 1457MR have actually met since being put 
into service by London Transport in 1966 (unless you know better!). So to 
provide a frontal comparison I have resorted to a composite image. Apart 
from the mirrors, most of the differences visible between the two are 
thought to post-date their LT service. 
 
Comment by Damon on 22/04/2007: Notice the different height of the 
registration plates which are mounted where the TOWING sign was. The 
reversible TOWING signs were fitted during the 1970's and are another 
useful difference between the two vehicles. 
 
Comment by aecsouthall on 13/04/2008: Useful seeing them side by side 
like this. Notice also the sidelights are different. The stalk-type sidelights 
on 1457MR (right) were originally fitted on 1456MR as well, but they have 
subsequently been replaced by another type seen sometimes on Mk I 
Militants. 

 

Photo 1530, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A close-up of the rather exposed operator's position on 1456MR shows 
the basic controls and the makers plate mounted on the jib. This reads 
Boughton, Amersham, England, Winch No 8515, Crane No 0595. The 
mechanism above this appears to be an angle indicator for the jib. Note 
also that daylight is visible through the jib upper side plates. As can be 
seen in the picture of 1457MR, these plates do not appear to serve much 
of a purpose. 

 

Photo 1531, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A close up of the main bogie on 1456MR at Brooklands on 28th August 
2006 shows the hefty stabilisers mounted at each end. 

 

Photo 1532, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
This rear view of former 1456MR was taken at a rally on 12th April 1992. 
The bus in front carries Reading Transport livery but was originally 
London Transport MD2. 
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Photo 1533, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
This view of former 1457MR being rallied at North Weald in 1995 has 
been included as it shows the top of the jib, an aspect not usually seen 
but crucial to anyone modelling these vehicles. As mentioned elsewhere, 
the angular plates fixed to the top of the jib do not appear to have a 
function, unless it is to retain the cables in the event of a breakage. The 
vehicle retained its front ballast box and most of the original livery. 

 

Photo 1534, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A further view of 1457MR at North Weald in 1995 shows the jib fully 
raised and extended. On the underside of the jib are two fold-down 
support legs. These have never been seen being used. When in transit, 
the jib rests on the framework between the two equipment lockers on the 
body. 

 

Photo 1535, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A line up of 2-and-a-half service vehicles at a rally in October 1997 
includes AEC Militant Master Breakdown Tender 1457MR and Leyland 
Titan Breakdown Tender 1416LD. The latter vehicle was originally a 
railway breakdown vehicle but transferred to bus use in 1974. Titans 
often attended serious accidents in conjunction with the Militants but this 
particular pairing is unlikely to have occurred. 1416LD was based at 
Camberwell (with 1456MR), while 1457MR lived at Cricklewood (where it 
was joined by 1278LD). The half service vehicle is imposter AEC Marshal 
recovery truck NER790R, painted up as London Transport 1990Q (see 
photo 1209). 

 

Photo 1536, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
The last Militant picture for now shows the rear of 1457MR at North 
Weald in 1995. The hydraulic rams at each side would be fitted with load-
distributing pads and lowered prior to a heavy lift, while the yellow A-
frame was possibly to attach to the front of vehicles being towed to 
provide lateral stability whilst in transit. 
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Photo 1537, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Vehicles of recovery firm Lantern are not seen so much on bus jobs 
these days, at least not in central London. On 23rd June 1990 their DAF 
3600 D850FDD was seen outside Kings Cross Station with a Holloway 
BL-class bus on tow. Beyond that is one of the three un-numbered 
Optare Citypacer buses used for a while on the Carelink service that 
provided wheelchair accessible connections between the main BR 
termini. 

 

Photo 1538, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Mercedes-Benz SK-series recovery truck L100JMH carries full London 
Buses livery, and can often be found at Victoria Bus Station, as here on 
11th February 2006. 

 

Photo 1539, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Chiltern Queens was hardly a London bus operator but this picture has 
been let in because it allows us to show a new make. There is also the 
small matter of the tower wagon in the background being former LT 
1076Q, preserved in the livery of Reading Transport. The Guy and AEC 
were seen back-to-back at Wisley during the Cobham open day on 2nd 
April 2006. 

 

Photo 1540, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Some of the recovery trucks operated by Sovereign carry customised 
registration numbers, while all are smartly painted and presented. Typical 
of the fleet is Volvo FH12 P8SOV seen heading North through Camden 
Town on 23rd August 2006. It appears to have been named Churchill. 
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Photo 1541, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A rear view of Sovereign Volvo FH12 P8SOV at Camden Town on 23rd 
August 2006 shows the large ground anchors and spectacle hoist in the 
stowed position. The rear axle is in the raised position while a notice on 
the rear warns cyclists not to hitch a lift! 

 

Photo 1542, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Sovereign R671KVV stood out from the rest of the fleet by virtue of its 
red livery, and also its normal control configuration, bonneted Scanias 
being particularly rare in this country. It could often be found at Park 
Lane, as seen on 22nd July 2005 when it had Transit Van FL02GJE for 
company. 

 

Photo 1543, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Having not been seen for a while, Damon caught up with Sovereign 
Scania recovery truck R671KVV at Baker Street on 28th August 2006. As 
can be seen, it had had a repaint and a few modifications. The livery was 
basically as carried before but with the yellow lettering and markings 
changed to white. Modifications included the fitting of an additional light 
bar, and the removal of the bumper-mounted (sighting?) poles (compare 
to the previous photo). Although it was presumably being driven sensibly, 
the tilt of the vehicle, and the raised rear axle, make it look even more 
like a racing truck, cornering at high speed! 

 

Photo 1544, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
A name not seen before in connection with London bus recovery duties is 
that of C. Spearing. Their T1REC was caught leaving the Metroline 
garage at Cricklewood, and is a Volvo FH12 460 quite similar to several 
vehicles operated by Sovereign. 
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Photo 1545, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
OK, so this vehicle is not actually towing a bus, but the location will be 
familiar, and the firm illustrated certainly often do work for LBSL. Ontime 
Kenfield V8REC is a 4-axle Scania 144G, very similar to their V8TOW 
(see photo 922), while the personalised registration is rather like 
Spearings T1REC. It was seen towing a bread van past Griffith House on 
23rd August 2006, and appears to have been fitted with a roof-mounted 
tree! 

 

Photo 1546, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Service vehicles from outside London will occasionally be illustrated here, 
particularly if they are unusual or have London connections. This monster 
seen passing Eastbourne Station on 13th May 2006 falls into the former 
category, being a rare example of an American-built Peterbilt four-axle 
wrecker. 

 

Photo 1547, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
2417L was one of 6 Leyland Freighter recovery trucks bought by London 
Transport, arriving in October 1984 and serving at Shepherds Bush and 
Victoria Garages. While some of its sisters were rebuilt with spectacle 
hoists, 2417L retained the original booms and was sold in April 1991 to 
Borehamwood Travel Services, an operator of several tendered bus 
routes in North West London. As this photo taken at their base on 3rd 
April 1993, it was given the rather optimistic fleet number of R100. 

 

Photo 1548, by Julian Bowden-Green collection, added to LTSV on 
22/09/2006. 
 
While London Transport relied on its two AEC Militants to rescue 
incapacitated buses, a fleet of smaller towing lorries was also maintained 
for less serious failures. From the mid-1970s, these comprised ten Ford 
D1110 lorries with fixed sides and drop-down rears. These were 
stationed at strategically located bus garages across London, 1930F 
being based at Leyton as seen here. All ran on trade plates while in 
service but were apparently allocated matching registrations in the 
KJD9xxP series (as evidenced by photo 569 of 1932F). The small hoist 
at the rear was used for lifting parts and equipment rather than whole 
vehicles! 
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Photo 1549, by Julian Bowden-Green collection, added to LTSV on 
22/09/2006. 
 
Ford D1110 towing lorry 1990F looks quite fresh in this view taken at 
Hounslow West Station, suggesting that the date would be early 1977. As 
was often the case, it appears to be in attendance to a DMS-class bus. 
1990F was based at Southall but moved to Merton before disposal in 
1985. 

 

Photo 1550, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 22/09/2006. 
 
Four Mercedes-Benz 410D box trucks were bought in 1993 for use 
alongside larger vehicles in the Emergency Response Unit Fleet. Initially 
the only indication of their role was the flashing beacon on the cab roof 
and the small cab-side lettering. At least some of the batch later acquired 
full ERU livery with Emergency lettering and red and blue chevrons. The 
main reason for including this picture taken near Pimlico on 31st August 
1994 is however to show the additional cab windows. These were not 
present when the vehicle was photographed the previous September 
(see photo 348). 
 
Comment by 1260F on 03/10/2006: After these vans had been in service 
for a short while, staff complaints were received about the lack of crew-
cab windows. They were returned to Mercedes-Benz Edgware Road, 
who supplied the chassis and carried out all servicing and repairs, for 
windows to be installed. At least one, if not both, of the windows could be 
used as emergency egress in the event of an accident. This could be 
identified by the red coloured glazing rubber insert, with a ring-pull 
attached. Pulling the ring removed the rubber insert and allowed the 
glass to be pushed out of the frame. When the bodies were being built 
and fitted at Feltham Coachworks, it was noticed that the first two bodies 
had been installed on their chassis before the blue and red chevrons had 
been painted on the front bulkhead panel. To avoid removing the body, 
the chevrons were applied in situ. Because it was impossible to reach the 
whole of the front panel, the chevrons were only sprayed around the 
edges of the cab outline, leaving a plain white area behind the cab. I think 
the two vehicles involved were 2529M and 2530M. The bodies for the 
other two vans had the chevrons painted over the whole of the front 
panel, before the bodies were mounted on their chassis. 

 

Photo 1551, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Having photographed former 1456MR at Brooklands recently, Damon 
travelled to Ongar on 23rd September 2006 to capture sister vehicle 
1457MR. Now in the hands of bus company Imperial, 1457MR retains 
much more of its LT appearance. Indeed the old London Transport 
lettering is still visible on the door, albeit painted over. 
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Photo 1552, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
This rather odd picture is the last piece of evidence used to clear up the 
apparently muddled identities of the two AEC Militant master breakdown 
trucks, and given the lengths that Damon went to take it, it had to be 
included. This is the back of the front axle of 1457MR, seen at Ongar 
Station on 23rd September 2006. As can be seen, this is a non-driven 
axle. 1457MR was based on a 6x4 chassis while 1456MR was a 6x6. 

 

Photo 1553, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
I have commented before on how camera-shy the Renault Kangoo cars 
in the LUL fleet seem to be. Another curious aspect is that most of the 
photographs seen have not shown the front. Maintaining this tradition by 
hiding its face in a tree, this is 5714 at Loughton Station on 10th 
September 2006. One of three received in October 2005 for use on the 
Central Line, all have erroneous fleetnumbers, duplicating those of Ford 
Transit Minibuses. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 11/03/2007: Correct fleetnumber now 
known to be 5835R 

 

Photo 1554, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Service vehicles based at the extremities of the LUL network tend to be 
seen and photographed rather less than their more central counterparts. 
Typical of these is Ford Transit crew van 5486F, captured passing 
through Loughton on 10th September 2006. This rear aspect shows the 
ladder used to access the roof rack, and also the way in which the 
subsidiary lettering has been removed from the logos of most Metronet 
vehicles recently. The remains of the BCV lettering can still be made out. 

 

Photo 1555, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Blue Triangle is noted for its vintage fleet, and also owned AEC Militant 
breakdown tender 1457MR for a while. Now they also run a fleet of 
modern buses and have a handful of service vehicles to support these. A 
recent addition has been LDV Convoy high-roof van BX51UDM, given 
the fleet number BD01 and a smart livery application. It was seen at 
Leytonstone Bus Station on 10th September 2006 attending to a sick 
Dart. 
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Photo 1556, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Not previously reported is this Ford Transit van found at the Arriva 
garage in Grays on 8th October 2006. R310NAM carries the national 
Arriva bus livery and a fleetnumber which unfortunately could not be 
made out. The Grays depot has been managed by various parts of the 
Arriva empire, and is currently known as Arriva Southend. 

 

Photo 1557, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Just visible in this view of First London Vauxhall Combo van EX03MHA 
at Dagenham depot on 8th October 2006 is the fleetnumber applied to 
the fuel filler cap (61). There can't be too many wheelchair-accessible 
fork lift trucks about! 

 

Photo 1558, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
One of the most distinctive service vehicles around at present is 
Sovereign Scania recovery truck R671KVV. This rear view was captured 
as it passed the Tower of London on 17th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1559, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
I am told that this Ford Transit Minibus seen at Victoria Bus Station on 
10th September 2006 was being operated by Travel London, although no 
lettering or logos are apparent from this aspect. 
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Photo 1560, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
As Damon said, here's something different! Seen entering Victoria Coach 
Station on 10th September 2006, this Mercedes-Benz Sprinter minibus 
may be a service vehicle, or it may not! X162ENJ was one of many such 
vehicles bought by Speedlink/Airlinks and used for Airport transfer work. 
Some were registered as PSVs, while those used airside had to have 
flashing roof lights. Airlinks became part of the National Express 
operation and their current logo is carried, with traces of Airlinks lettering 
also visible on the luggage compartment panel. The current role of this 
vehicle is not clear. 

 

Photo 1561, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Vans don't come much smaller than this. R582NBN is a Vauxhall Corsa 
van operated by Travel London, and seen outside Guy's Hospital on 21st 
September 2006. 

 

Photo 1562, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Another First London crew ferry car seen at Addington Interchange, this 
time Ford Fiesta YH04BBF on 23rd September 2006. As can be seen, a 
white stripe has been applied to the nearside, although this is curiously 
not carried over the passenger door. 

 

Photo 1563, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Another impressive recovery vehicle is this Scania 113H in the fleet of DT 
Rescue and Recovery. Note the curious axle spacing. 
 
Comment by Ray on 17/10/2006: At U today having towed in a Trident 
(17/10/2006) 
 
Comment by Ray on 21/02/2007: Seen 20/2/2007 Gravel Hill, 
Bexleyheath towing a BX PVL. 
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Photo 1564, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
This Ford Transit Connect van is apparently numbered 5775F, although 
this is not carried on the nearside. As with similar 5774F and 5776F, it is 
part of the TfL Street Maintenance fleet and can sometimes be found at 
their base on Carlisle Lane, Waterloo, as here on 25th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1565, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Some contributors have pondered whether Griffith House-based Iveco 
EuroCargo truck 2585 ever moves! Well, here is the proof. On 25th 
September 2006, it was caught leaving Acton Works, showing off its crew 
cab and huge tail lift.  

 

Photo 1566, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Not previously known is the fact that former 4252F survived in the fleet of 
London United. It was seen at Hounslow Bus Station on 25th September 
2006, with its old CDS fleetnumber still carried over ten years after 
leaving that fleet. The lettering on the bonnet reads ACCESSIBILITY 
SUPPORT TEAM, suggesting that it has been used as a wheelchair 
ramp maintenance vehicle, these ramps being among the least reliable 
parts on early low floor buses. It also carries the logos of both London 
United and their owner Transdev. 

 

Photo 1567, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Metroline has settled on Volkswagen Transporter minibuses for its crew 
ferry needs, and a recent addition has been RF06UKM seen at 
Paddington Station on 25th September 2006. As with the earlier vehicles, 
no lettering is carried and the livery is as supplied. 
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Photo 1568, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
N400FET was originally T922REU and was one of 6 LDV Convoy 
minibuses acquired second-hand by bus company Thorpes. Thorpes was 
later taken over by Metroline and, with the arrival of further minibuses, 
N400FET was transferred to Metroline's Holloway garage and converted 
for use as an engineer's van. The covered or blacked-out windows are 
apparent in this view taken outside the garage on 28th September 2006. 

 

Photo 1569, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Another scoop by Ray! This view taken outside Acton Works on 3rd 
October 2006 shows Land Rover N435CMF with Indespension mini-
tanker trailer T70. As owners of the Capital Transport Service Vehicle 
book will know, N435CMF was originally used by the British Transport 
Police (illustrated on page 152). It now carries a plain white livery with 
Tube Lines logos, and has had its light bar removed. The trailer is 
apparently used to refuel track maintenance vehicles. 
 
Comment by Steve Howard on 12/10/2006: This trailer, or one very 
similar, was being towed by 5400M on 10th October at Acton. 

 

Photo 1570, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
There are three large flatbed lorries in the current Tube Lines fleet, the 
oldest of which is 2553M new in 1995. On 3rd October 2006 it was seen 
leaving Acton Works with a load of wheelsets. 
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Photo 1571, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Although not immediately apparent in this view, this shows a rare 
instance of a demountable truck being driven without a body fitted. 2568V 
is one of 5 Volvo FL6s used by the Emergency Response Unit, and was 
seen leaving Acton Works on 3rd October 2006. 
 
Comment by Steve Howard on 12/10/2006: 2569V was seen at the same 
location and in the same condition on 10th October. Are they perhaps 
due for replacement? 
 
Comment by 1260F on 14/10/2006: The five ERU Volvos were registered 
in October 1998, so they are due for their Goods Vehicle Annual Test 
each October. I would think the sightings of bare chassis being moved is 
likely to be movements to and from servicing and testing. Servicing used 
to be done at Volvo Truck and Bus at Park Royal, the test at Yeading 
testing centre. When they were purchased the maintenance contract was 
for an initial 5 years with options to extend. The previous generation 
Mercedes 1114s lasted 8 years and the Volvo is better suited to ERU 
work, so they may last another couple of years, depending on condition 
and mileage. If they were about to be changed, replacement vehicles 
would already be in stock to allow for staff familiarisation before they 
enter service. Also, from memory, I think the de-mountable bodies (DB2 
to DB6), which date from 1990 and were refurbished in 1998 when the 
Volvos were delivered, will be due for replacement with the next 
generation of ERU lorries.  

 

Photo 1572, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Like several operators, London Central do not normally advertise the role 
of their service vehicles through livery or lettering. Their Ford Fiesta van 
EG04MKU was found parked at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Woolwich, on 
6th October 2006. 

 

Photo 1573, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
Amongst many white Vauxhall Combo vans, some members of the Arriva 
London crew ferry fleet stand out. Number 14 is carried by this silver 
Vauxhall Corsa car, seen on the North Circular Road on 9th October 
2006. 
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Photo 1574, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
More typical of the Arriva London crew ferry fleet is 28, a Vauxhall 
Combo van, seen near the Lea Valley depot on 9th October 2006. 

 

Photo 1575, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 12/10/2006. 
 
The light-bar on this black Vauxhall Astra van seen at Tottenham on 9th 
October 2006 is the only real clue to it being a service vehicle. While 
Arriva's crew ferry vans carry large fleetnumbers and logos, the 
engineering vehicles are often less conspicuous. W134OHT is allocated 
the paper fleetnumber of Car16. 

 

Photo 1576, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 25/10/2006. 
 
This smart vehicle is currently unique in the fleet and is a Ford Transit 
Tourneo Connect used by the Passenger Data team of London Buses. 
Only three of the minibus version of the Transit Connect had been 
reported by late 2006, and 5769F is the only one to carry red livery. It 
was seen on the ramp at Victoria Coach Station on 10th October 2006. 

 

Photo 1577, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 25/10/2006. 
 
Another Arriva crew ferry oddity is their number 10 (X223AUT) which 
turned out to be a Vauxhall Astra estate car in red livery. It was caught at 
the 'other' Leytonstone Bus Station (West side) on 11th October 2006, 
with one of the more usual Vauxhall Combo vans just visible in the 
background. 


