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Introduction 

 
About this document 

 
This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 
one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 
LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 
hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 
 
Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (4,925 as of 1st March 2015), this document has been 
broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 
however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 
 
Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 
interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 
 
The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 
shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 
be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 
 
Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 
therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 
against each photo. Comments up to 1st March 2015 are included. 
 
More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 
vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 
 
This part of the document contains photos 2001 to 2500, originally published between August 2007 and December 2008. 
 
 
Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, March 2015 
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Photo 2001, by Tube Troll, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Much interest was created by the arrival of the first of the new generation 
ERU trucks in July 2007. As this picture taken on the 28th shows, these 
vehicles resemble the rescue units operated by the London Fire Brigade, 
and they are based on the same Mercedes-Benz Atego chassis. Barely 
visible is the longer crew cab fitted to the two vehicles on the left (2592 
and 2594). 

 

Photo 2002, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
4715F was a Ford Transit allocated to the Lifts, Escalators and Pumps 
unit at Griffith House. It served for a creditable 6 and a half years and 
wore emergency-style chevrons and headboard lettering. Since disposal 
in 2003 it has been seen on several occasions in central London, with 
parts of its livery still intact. This view was taken as it rounded Marble 
Arch on 6th July 2007. Note that the white object above the roof is in fact 
a following van. 

 

Photo 2003, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
This picture taken at Northumberland Park depot on 20th July shows 
Ford Transit dropside 5763F operated by the Victoria Line Track 
Manager. Note the huge spanner stored behind the cab, and the mesh-
floored Ratcliff tail-lift. 

 

Photo 2004, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
5845F is one of several Ford Transit Connect vans used for internal mail 
runs around London, and it was caught passing Victoria on 6th June 
2007. 
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Photo 2005, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Ford Transit 'Jumbo van' 5862F is operated by the Emergency Response 
Unit and carries a white and red livery without the usual blue skirt. On 5th 
July 2007, it was attending the incident at Mile End. This nearside view 
shows the lack of side windows. 

 

Photo 2006, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Another view of ERU Ford Transit van 5862F at Mile End on 5th July 
2007 accentuates the length of this 'jumbo' variant, and also shows the 
unusual fitting of an additional side window in the offside only. 

 

Photo 2007, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
An addition to the Victoria Line Track Manager's fleet in early 2007 was 
Ford Transit crew van 5960F, seen here at Northumberland Park depot 
on 20th July. 

 

Photo 2008, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
LR06VZY has been illustrated here before, and is a Vauxhall Vectra 
estate car used by the Emergency Response unit. However, when it was 
attending the Mile End incident on 5th July, Kim noticed that it had been 
fitted with a new 'low-profile' roof-mounted light bar. Compare this with a 
view taken in 2006. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 06/08/2007: And the bonnet has been re-
lettered too. BTW seems odd how the new ERU vehicles, and the ECU, 
have the front reversed ''Emergency'' logo now in non-Johnston font. 
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Photo 2009, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
The Go-Ahead group keeps a modern fleet of support vehicles, including 
Ford Transit van EK55DWM seen in its home town of Sutton on 6th July 
2007. 

 

Photo 2010, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
This rather poor-quality shot is the best I could manage of the three small 
trailers kept at Lillie Bridge. Nearest the camera is Cobul Hi-Five CBT46, 
while beyond are Cobul 480Ds CBT57 and CBT58. These are regularly 
parked in this position and, as the registration plates show, are usually 
coupled to the three Mercedes-Benz Sprinter mobile generator vehicles. 
All six are used by the ventilation team of Tube Lines. 28th July 2007. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 07/08/2007: Note the old ''Engineering 
services'' fleetnames still displayed. 

 

Photo 2011, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Taken from West Cromwell Road, this view of vehicles parked at Lillie 
Bridge on 28th July 2007 shows plain white Ford Transit van BG06KHC 
next to dropside 5986F. The unliveried van has been in the Metronet 
BCV fleet since May 2006. Note also the Metronet-branded tarpaulin on 
the adjacent dropside truck. 

 

Photo 2012, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Two high-roof Ford Transit vans seen at Lillie Bridge on 28th July 2007 
were 6230F (on the right) and BJ06YRV. The latter is a short-term lease 
hence does not carry livery or lettering. 
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Photo 2013, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Although it may not look like it, this is a current service vehicle location. 
The road is Earls Court Gardens and the green wall hides a narrow, 
semi-covered parking area in which two or three estate cars are often 
parked. The Circle and District lines run in a cutting beyond, the low 
building to the left spanning the tracks. There are some interesting LT-era 
notices on the nearest gate. 

 

Photo 2014, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
The central lorry fleet based at Acton has featured many short term hires 
over the past few years, these typically being specialist vehicles like 
dustcarts or grab-loaders. One of the latter was photographed in the yard 
on 28th July 2007 and is a Japanese-built Hino hired from Easirent. It 
was parked alongside similar grab-loader 2578M. 
 
Comment by Ray on 10/01/2008: MX07EOU was still on hire at 
09/01/2008 - noted Acton 

 

Photo 2015, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Taken from a District line train, this view of Acton yard on 28th July 2007 
shows car-carrying trailer T61. Also visible are some of the new ERU 
Mercedes-Benz Atego rescue trucks, while the small box trailer to the 
right is believed to be T75. 

 

Photo 2016, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
The south end of the lorry yard at Acton Works is usually used for smaller 
vehicles, and a very interesting selection was found on 28th July 2007. 
From the left, the vehicles include a Ford Transit crew van of contractor 
Fastline, Transit Connect 5839F, mini tanker trailer T70 and one of 
several new Transit Connects for the British Transport Police. The back 
row includes newly delivered ERU truck 2600, two box trailers, two 
normal vans, a Vauxhall Vivaro in TfL Safety Camera Partnership livery, 
and an Iveco Daily van liveried to promote the CrossRail project. The 
Vivaro is believed to be the former 5452V. 
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Photo 2017, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
The old and new order for bus stations is seen at Turnpike Lane on 28th 
July 2007. On the left is five-year old Ford Focus estate 5293F, based 
here since mid-2005. On the right is the type that looks set to replace 
these, a Honda Civic Hybrid saloon car. The livery on the latter is 
interesting, having the normal LBSL markings on a non-standard maroon 
base colour. It may be that Honda vehicles are not available from stock in 
a suitable red. Some of the new Hondas do not carry fleetnumbers, but 
this example was later seen carrying 6307H. 

 

Photo 2018, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Two more new Honda Civic Hybrid cars were found at Stratford Bus 
Station on 28th July 2007, and are seen here flanking a collection of 
vans. Note the smart wheel-trims. Also notable is the sight of both 
variants of VW Transporter van. 5678VW (RA54HXL, towards the left 
and 5669VW (RN54RXX, off frame to the right) are both of the high-roof 
type, while at the back is low-roof 6014VW from the infrastructure 
development fleet. In something of a turn-about, the only Ford service 
vehicle present at the time was white hired van YH05VDO, visible in 
photo 2000. 

 

Photo 2019, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
VW Transporter van 5671VW has never been reported anywhere other 
than at Stratford Bus Station since delivery in 2005, yet it has also never 
been properly illustrated here. On 28th July 2007 it was parked near the 
central island rather than at the back, making it much easier to 
photograph. 

 

Photo 2020, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
NCP Challenger took on several more LBSL routes in 2007, and also 
adopted the Park Royal operating centre earlier used by Metroline and 
others. Seen there on 2nd August was BT07BKD, one of several 
anonymous silver Ford Fiesta car used for crew ferry duties. 
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Photo 2021, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
New arrivals in July 2007 included at least two Ford Transit vans in this 
slight variation of standard livery. As well as lacking the blue skirt, they 
also have additional lettering below the Tube Lines logos. It would be 
nice to think that this marks the start of a return to departmental lettering. 
6338F was parked at Wembley Park station on 2nd August. 

 

Photo 2022, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
An unusual angle on new Honda Civic car LB07AAX parked at the LBSL 
offices at Wembley on 2nd August 2007. It seems odd that estate cars 
have not been specified this time, given the obvious flexibility these allow. 

 

Photo 2023, by Michael Mair, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Another view of Honda Civic LB07AAX at Wembley, this time on 29th 
July 2007. These smart-looking cars could be improved by the fitting of 
low-profile light-bars. 

 

Photo 2024, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
A smart view of recently-delivered Mercedes-Benz Atego 2600 at Acton 
Works on 1st August 2007. To the left of the reversed EMERGENCY 
lettering on the front panel are the initials JDC, this being the bodywork 
supplier, John Dennis Conversions. The Tow-a-Van trailer alongside is 
thought to be T75 dating from 2005 but not previously seen or reported. 
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Photo 2025, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
The modern-looking Mercedes-Benz Atego rescue tenders delivered to 
the ERU fleet in summer 2007 have rather old-fashioned rear ends. The 
side shutters extend the full length of the bodywork, hence the rear 
access is only to the centre portion. They also look a bit square-cut. Note 
that the nearest vehicle does not have the additional reflective chevron 
panels seen on the other two. This picture was taken on 1st August 2007. 

 

Photo 2026, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
It is not known how many of the Honda Civic hybrid saloon cars are on 
order for London Buses but they are likely to be replacing the existing 
Ford Focus estates (10 vehicles) plus perhaps the Zafiras (14). The first 
few entered service without fleetnumbers, the first noted with one being 
6300H, seen in the staff car park at Acton Works on 1st August 2007. 

 

Photo 2027, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Arriva the Shires 1143 is a high-roof Ford Transit van seen in Luton on 
31st July 2007. The vertical blue band towards the rear can just be made 
out, this being the standard livery on Arriva engineering vans (as seen on 
Arriva Tour MV5 in photo 995). Arriva the Shires was formerly Luton and 
District, itself formed from part of United Counties. It entered the London 
Bus scene through its acquisition of London Country North West. 

 

Photo 2028, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Although it is not immediately apparent in this back-lit shot, Ford Focus 
6261F is one of a couple of vehicles to carry a new variant of standard 
LUL livery. There have been many plain silver cars and vans over the 
past few years, but these are the first to have the addition of the blue 
skirt. The Metronet-operated car was caught as it left Acton Works on 
30th July 2007. 
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Photo 2029, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
Ford Mondeo estate car 5440F is one of few LUL-liveried vehicles to 
actually be operated by LUL (most being with Tube Lines or Metronet). 
Allocated to the Bakerloo Line SCM, it can usually be found parked at 
Queens Park station, as here on 30th July 2007. Over 4 years old at the 
time, it is likely that a replacement is due soon. 

 

Photo 2030, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 05/08/2007. 
 
6215F is an example of the slightly restyled Ford Transit Connect van, 
seen outside Acton Works on 27th July 2007. 

 

Photo 2031, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Les's model fleet includes lots of interesting buses, and here we see one 
of the RFs converted by LCBS into towing vehicles, posed with some 
other LCBS buses. Note the cut away rear. 
Les writes: This was converted from an EFE RF. The model was 
dismantled, and completely stripped of paint using NITROMOORS paint 
stripper on the die cast only. I then cut out the rear lower body before 
respraying the model with Halfords grey ACRYLIC primer paint, the front 
and rear being painted with a suitable shade of yellow from the Humbrol 
paint range. Once the paint was I dry I applied the transfers (from LBRT) 
and protected them with a coat of Humbrol Clear Cote (GLOSS) over the 
whole model. Wheel hubs were painted grey using Humbrol light grey, 
when dry re-assemble the model using white metal plugs from LBRT. 

 

Photo 2032, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Modern service vehicles feature in the model fleet built by Les Wrangle. 
Here's how he made this neat Ford Cargo box truck: 
This was constructed from a Rietze model. I dismantled the whole model 
and using fine wet and dry paper, removed any unwanted markings from 
the cab and body. Using items from the plastistruct range, I constructed 
the tail lift from and attached it to the rear of the body using Revell liquid 
glue for plastics; the same was done for the side, a strip of plastic that 
was also stuck on the lower edge of the body. Again this was painted 
using Halfords grey primer acrylic spray paint. Number plates, fleet 
name, Nos are made by me via the computer, and the blue line was 
applied with a paint pen. A coat of Humbrol Gloss Coat was applied to 
the model, which also protects the transfers. 
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Photo 2033, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Photographing model service vehicles on a diorama with buildings and 
other vehicles really brings them to life. 
Les writes: This was constructed from a Base Toy model of the Thames 
Trader. These are one the easiest conversions to do. As always I 
dismantle the model, including the cab seats and glazing. I cut out the V 
shape from the rear of the body; add a head structure and a signboard on 
the roof front of the cab. Spray paint with acrylic plastic primer and finish 
off with Ford Dove Grey. Reassemble the model leaving a small gap 
between the body and the cab, affix transfers and paint the wheel centres 
using a mix of Humbrol paints, and also the inside of the body, with a 
suitable shade of brown. 

 

Photo 2034, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
The Mercedes-Benz Vario box trucks used by the ERU are about to be 
replaced, but they will live on in the model fleet created by Les Wrangle. 
Here is how he created this replica: 
2573M was converted from a Herpa Fire Tender. I dismantled the whole 
model and removed all unwanted markings. I then rebuilt the rear part of 
the body using the original as a base plastistruct. I also constructed a tail 
lift for the rear and fixed in place with liquid plastic cement. The dome on 
the top of the cab was also made from plastistruct and car body filler to 
obtain the correct profile. After spraying all the body parts with Halfords 
Acrylic Plastic Primer, I then sprayed them using Halfords Ford Diamond 
White. The red areas were brush painted where needed and I then 
applied the appropriate transfers, which have since been improved. 

 

Photo 2035, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Some service vehicles can be modelled with little modifications, but as 
seen here, neat painting and transfer applications are key to producing a 
realistic model. Here's Les again: 
1071Q is another Base Toys model. Once again the model was 
dismantled including the wheels and axles, as you can move the position 
of the front axle if need be. I made and fitted a headstock that was fitted 
to the body and a strip of plastistruct to raise the height of the tailboard. 
The model was repainted in the usual way, and transfers added when 
dry. Wing mirrors were added and the wheel centres painted to look like 
Red Oxide. 

 

Photo 2036, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
I feel rather cruel reproducing these photographers somewhat larger than 
the actual models, but this just serves to show the level of detail 
incorporated. Les writes: This started life as a Morris LD van made by 
Trackside models. Once again, dismantle the model by drilling the rivet in 
the base, taking care not to damage the base. Now comes the tricky bit. 
Cut the body in half, just behind the doors, using a razor saw. Next I cut 
out the base leaving the road springs in place along with the fuel tank. At 
this point I stuck a piece of plastic on top of the fuel tank to give it some 
depth with liquid plastic cement. I then cut a square of plasticard greater 
than the cab part of the body, and stuck the two together using Araldite, 
leaving about 1/8 inch proud on all four sides. When dry, I trimmed off the 
excess on the two sides and the top (roof), finishing off with a file. The 
bottom edge I trimmed until it allowed the cab to sit at right angles to the 
base, so that it sits neatly. The body is scratch built from plastistruct and 
brass wire for the handrails making a number of dry fits. Once I was 
satisfied the whole model fitted together well, I spray painted the cab and 
body in primer. The topcoat is BMC Tundra Green (which is the closest to 
Chiswick Green) supplied by Halfords. I then stuck the whole model 
together, cutting the glazing to fit into the new cab. The seats/steering 
wheel/dash, were also painted a shade of brown, picking out the steering 
wheel in black. When the whole unit is dry, add transfers and the model 
is complete. 
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Photo 2037, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Les writes: 1841Q (THX841M) AEC Mercury 10 Tonne Dropside Bolster 
Lorry was an EFE model. As with the 1071Q, the whole model was 
dismantled, and all the paint removed using Nitromors. I cut the body in 
half along with the chassis, which I made shorter by cutting a piece out. I 
stuck the body and chassis back together using Araldite together with a 
strip of plastistruct made to fit along the topside of the chassis. On the 
body I cut a piece of plasticard (plank effect), to fit into the base to hide 
the saw cut/join and to give is strength. A headstock was added at the 
same time. The chassis was spray painted in Halfords Semi-gloss Black 
and the body and cab in Ford Dove Grey. Mirrors and transfers were 
added and the wheel centres painted in Red Oxide. The inside of the 
body was painted a suitable shade of brown. 

 

Photo 2038, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Tree loppers were a distinctive part of the LT service vehicle fleet, and 
Les produced this smart model of Thames Trader 1245F.This started life 
a Pickfords Removal Lorry by EFE. When I first did this model it had a 
resin cab, but with the introduction of Base Toys, I used one of their cabs 
instead and redid the whole model. Dismantle the model, drilling the 
rivets, underneath the model. Using a razor saw cut off the roof of the 
body, then shorten the Luton part (over the cab), so that is in line with the 
top of the windscreen. On the nearside of the body, I cut out the windows 
and a door aperture. I then placed a piece of the plastistruct on the inside 
so that it made a recess for the door to slide back into, I then scribed 
some lines into the plastic to make the sliding door effect. Now fit a false 
floor to the inside of the body, but only as far as the back of the side 
window, where there is an upright section to meet the floor at right 
angles. I then cut some more plastistruct to form the small platforms on 
the top nearside of the body. The rear of body has an upward sweep 
behind the rear wheel arch, which I cut with a razor saw. After cleaning 
up all edges with wet and dry paper, I primed the cab and body with grey 
plastic primer and then the Tundra Green. Transfers are MBC and the 
black and yellow chevrons on the rear were achieved by painting a yellow 
panel and black lines using a black paint pen. I then stuck the body using 
Araldite, the cab was a try and fit job using a piece of plastistruct between 
the chassis and cab floor. I completed the model by painting the wheel 
hubs with an appropriate colour of green Humbrol paint. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 12/08/2007: Something I've never had 
explained is why the real 1245F carried Chiswick Green livery whilst the 
preceding four were all in Ford Cargo Grey. 

 

Photo 2039, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
It's hard to believe that most of this model was built from scratch. Les 
says: 1040Q (TXV876) AEC Mercury 1000 Gal Gully Emptier, was 
constructed from Base Toys AEC Mercury Tanker Lorry. There were a lot 
of work needed to make the finished model, and I only had photographs 
on which to refer to, although this is how most of my models are made. 
All the fittings to the tank are made from various sizes of plastic rod and 
tube. A small platform was created behind the cab and the handrail was 
fitted to the rear of the cab. The slope on the tank was achieved by 
cutting down the tank supports in a taper so that the tank was lower at 
the rear. The square tank on the chassis side is just an oblong piece of 
plastic cut to size, and the new fuel tank was made from plastic tube with 
a small solid piece to form the filler neck/cap. Once everything was 
completed, it was spray painted with the Tundra Green. Transfers were 
added and the silver/chrome pieces were highlighted using a silver paint 
pen. 
 
Comment by Chris Batten on 14/08/2007: Les Many congratulations on 
your super models. I have a couple of questions - is BMC 'Tundra' still 
avai;able? - certainly I couldn't find any in my Halfords. Secondly can you 
provide either transfers or the artwork for the tarnsfers you have used? I 
have done a few conversions including a cut down EFE STL to represent 
a Tower Wagon, a GS to represent 1311CD which I used LBRT transfers 
for - but the fleet number from this is gold when I think it was always 
white, and a conversion of GS47 to the St John Ambulance LT Corps 
Mobile Unit - I know this is not really a Service Vehicle. I can provide 
photos if anyone is interested? Chris Batten 
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Photo 2040, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Although the quality of recent model buses is very good, Les's service 
vehicles are a good match. What better to pose with a towing lorry than 
an AEC Swift?! Les writes: 1989F (TP) Ford D1110 6.5 Tonne Open 
Towing Lorry, was constructed using another one the Base Toys models 
using the Ford D Cab. Having dismantled the model, I set about making 
the body from the Base Toys shortened Flatbed body. I made the sides, 
head and tailboards using a double thickness of plant effect Plasticard. 
Using further pieces of Plasticard, I constructed the toolbox, which I fitted 
to the inside of the body. A length of 1/16 inch thick plastistruct solid rod 
was used to make the crane. A spare EFE lorry wheel was used for the 
spare wheel that was stuck to the inside of the body. I had to drill a new 
hole in the chassis to fix the shortened body. I made and fitted the 
signboard to the top of the cab using plastistruct. The whole model was 
spray painted in Ford Dove Grey and the usual detail added. The 
transfers were all created on my computer; this includes the name FORD 
that is situated at the front of the cab. When I reassembled the model, I 
fitted a small brass washer between the cab base and chassis so the cab 
was able to sit higher and therefore give the impression of a larger 
vehicle. 
 
Comment by Derek Robinson on 31/08/2007: Sir,well done on such a 
fine model! You obviously have a great skill in ''scratch building''. Would 
you consider making me a tow -wagon similar to your own? I am a keen 
bus enthusiast/model collector, but do find the lack of ''service vehicles'' 
somewhat of a pain. As you say,they add a touch of realism to any 
''street scene'',as depicted in your own model. I worked for LT/London 
United on the engineering/stores side for 23yrs. and drove many a 
''wagon'' in my time. I'd love to add some ''colour'' to my' own collection. I 
hope you'll consider my' request and get back to me. Cheers! Derek. 

 

Photo 2041, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
This smart replica of 1995L is just crying out for a model of trailer YT28 to 
go with it! Les repainted the EFE base model and added transfers and 
wing mirrors. 

 

Photo 2042, by Les Wrangle, added to LTSV on 08/08/2007. 
 
Saving the best for last, this is a brilliant reproduction of the distinctive 
Thames Trader emergency tenders. Les says: Two Base Toys models 
were required to construct this model. I gave this long and careful 
consideration before attempting this conversion, as I had calculated that 
it was going to be difficult to construct the crew cab. I dismantled both 
models, one being a box lorry and the other being a Dropside body. Keep 
the Dropside body in the spares box as these will not be needed. I used a 
sheet of wet or dry paper (800 grit), placed on a flat surface and sprayed 
with some water. Take the box body and place it on the wet or dry and 
using a circular motion, remove all detail from the moulding until it is 
smooth on all sides. On the rear of the box, attach a thin piece of 
Plasticard with liquid plastic cement. Score a line down the middle from 
top to bottom, so that it appears like a pair of doors. Make the hinges and 
door latch from small offcuts of plastic. I have over the years acquired a 
bag of odd bits & piece, which I have found extremely useful on occasion. 
Now for the cabs. I cut the back off one and the front off the other using a 
razor saw, being careful to leave the doors intact on both cabs. It was by 
trial and error that I was able to fit the two halves back together by using 
a file and wet or dry paper (the same as on the body). Once I was 
satisfied it look OK, I stuck them together using liquid plastic cement. I 
then attached some small pieces of Plasticard on the inside of the rear 
part of the cab and on the wheel arches. I then made good all the gaps, 
roof and wheel arches using car body filler, which was rubbed down to a 
smooth finish when dry. The chassis had to be cut and then rejoined 
using Araldite, the length being determined by the new cab. I also made 
the sign for the cab roof. Once all the components where completed, the 
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whole model was spray painted using Ford Radiant Red, add the 
transfers and hand rails using brass wire. The wheel centres was painted 
in the usual way, however, the indicators on the front of a Thames Trader 
are circular and a prominent feature fitted to the front wings. I made these 
using a solid plastic rod cut into slithers and superglue. I was very 
pleased with the result and although not an accurate model, I think that 
overall the model is a fair representation of the real thing. 
 
Comment by Chris Batten on 14/08/2007: Nice conversion and one that 
tempts me to tryit.  

 

Photo 2043, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Ford Transit dropside truck 5123F spent about 5 years working for LUL 
and then Metronet, usually from Lillie Bridge. Returned off lease around 
the end of 2006, it has since been noted several times with a subsequent 
user, still in standard white and blue livery. On 24th August 2007 it was 
caught as it passed through Victoria. 

 

Photo 2044, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
With most of its doors open, and a large dent in the rear offside, this is a 
nice picture of a working SV! Ford Ranger pick-up 5757F has been used 
by Tube Lines since 2005 and it was found in the temporary work yard 
opposite Colindale Station on 29th August 2007. 

 

Photo 2045, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
5779F is a relatively rare, long and high Transit Connect, usually based 
at Edgware Road/Griffith House. On 18th August 2007 it was seen at 
nearby Marble Arch. Note the roof-rack, also unusual on this type. 



Part 3e - Photos 2001-2500 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 - March 2015 

 

Page 15 of 131 

 

Photo 2046, by Dave Burrin, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
The VW Transporter vans acquired for Metronet in spring 2007 have 
proved to be rather camera shy so far. Only the second to be captured 
was 6182VW and the bus in the background is a clue that the location is 
not what you might expect. It was actually photographed in Margate on 
30th August 2007. The batch seem to be active in London mostly at night 
so maybe they are parked at their drivers homes at other times. 

 

Photo 2047, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Making the turn from Buckingham Palace Road into Grosvenor Gardens 
on 24th August 2007, this is the second Ford Transit van reported 
carrying lettering for the Transport for London Uniform Service (the first 
being 5816F). 6190F has the same long-wheelbase, mid-height format 
but is based on the new 100 T350 chassis. 

 

Photo 2048, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Metroline have contracted out much of their infrastructure maintenance 
work to a firm called Tara Support Services. It is not clear how 'dedicated' 
the vehicles are, since they carry no bus-related lettering, so they will not 
be added to the database for now. However, to illustrate the livery, here 
is their Vauxhall Vivaro van EY06HTL, one of two found at the new 
Metroline CELF (Central Engineering & Logistics Facility) at Perivale 
West. Parked alongside is early low-floor Dart DLF41 (P41MLE). 

 

Photo 2049, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Visitors to the Holloway Garage open day on 1st September 2007 will 
have seen several vehicles belonging to Tara Support Services, including 
their RML2679. This picture shows Renault Kangoo van EY06MKN plus 
one of several small trailers. Note the markings on the floor that indicate 
the parking spots for different coloured crew ferry vans. That would never 
work at Arriva (white, white, white, white!)  
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Photo 2050, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
A previously unreported SV encountered on 1st September 2007 was 
this Ford Transit van of Transdev. Although a short wheelbase, low roof 
example, it was badged as a T300, and it was attending to a sick DPS on 
the 283, suggesting that it was allocated to Stamford Brook. The location 
was Brunel Road, East Acton. 

 

Photo 2051, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
As predicted, Travel London have embarked on a renumbering exercise 
for their support fleet, although this is not progressing as rapidly as the 
bus fleet was dealt with. Ford Transit van S330APH still bears obvious 
signs of its TGM heritage, and still had the fleetnumber 17 on the back, 
as well as the new 8903 on the sides. It was caught leaving 
Fulwell/Twickenham garage on 31st August 2007. 

 

Photo 2052, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Most of the Vauxhall Combo vans used as crew ferries by Arriva London 
North have large fleetnumbers on their bonnets and rears. However, 
those with Arriva London South did not, until recently. Since May 2007, 
Croydon garage has worked route T31, requiring ferry runs to Addington 
interchange. Two standard Combo vans are used, numbered 88 and 89. 
It has been noted that earlier Combo vans based at Beddington Farm 
have paper fleetnumbers (stuck in the windows) of 91 and 92. 88 was 
found at Addington on 13th August 2007, with an older version of the 
Combo design parked behind (not an SV). 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 04/11/2007: The rather rusty Combo in 
the background (N869EVW) has been noted parked in West Croydon 
bus station as well. 

 

Photo 2053, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
In an interesting (but welcome) development, it would appear that most of 
the recently delivered Honda Civic cars are belatedly having 
fleetnumbers applied. Ray found three at Eltham on 10th August 2007, 
and all were numbered. This view shows 6310H, with 6309H behind. 
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Photo 2054, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Another view of the Carlisle Lane depot used by Transport for London, 
taken (with permission) on 6th August 2007. Resident at the time were 
second-hand Ford Transit 5728F (transferred from Metronet and hence in 
LUL white/blue livery), and Connect 5774F in as-delivered silver livery. 
Note how clean and tidy the floor is kept. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 16/09/2007: This depot is used by the TFL 
Transport Policing & Enforcement Unit 

 

Photo 2055, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Ford Focus Estate VN56YMD was presumably one of the many vehicles 
taken into stock that carried neither lettering nor livery. In LT days they 
were called pool cars. However, by 9th August 2007 (when it was 
photographed on Bollo Lane), it had acquired Metronet labels, thus 
qualifying itself as an SV. Let's hope they don't take them off again.... 

 

Photo 2056, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Vauxhall Vivaro van FH54LSL was delivered to the First London garage 
at Alperton in February 2005 but somehow managed to avoid being 
photographed or even seen until now. It finally 'came out' on 9th August 
2007 and was caught by Ray as it basked in the sun on Haven Green, 
Ealing Broadway. Plenty of roof lights! 

 

Photo 2057, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
A comparison of Ford Transits at Finchley Central Station on 11th August 
2007. As can be seen, the new model Transit has a revised headlamp 
and bonnet design, and a different shape to the side window surround. 
Other than that, the changes are all minimal or internal. 
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Photo 2058, by London Spotter, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
As mentioned earlier (see photo 1707), Vauxhall Astra van 6024V has a 
variant to the normal Metronet lettering seen on SVs. However, given 
recent events it is unlikely that we will see many more! On 12th August 
2007 it was parked in suburban Gidea Park. 

 

Photo 2059, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
This picture may be slightly fuzzy but WOW! What a collection! This 
cabinet, belonging to SV-expert Kim Rennie, includes most of the more 
interesting types in the fleet over the years. Close-ups of some of the 
models follow. 
 
Comment by Les on 23/12/2007: Brilliant collection of service vehicle 
models, most of which appear to be white metal kits with some 
commercially produced models that have been rebuilt/repainted. I am 
keen to make contact and discuss aspects of the modelling and service 
vehicles as you are probably aware I also have some models that appear 
in the August 2007 picture site 

 

Photo 2060, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Three AEC Mercurys from Kim Rennie's model collection are seen here, 
including a gully emptier, pole carrier and open lorry. The photograph 
barely does the models justice, but note the crew in the lorry on the right. 
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Photo 2061, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
More Chiswick Green lorries from Kim Rennie's fantastic model SV 
collection. The forward control trucks are both Albion KN127s, full-tilt lorry 
125A on the left, and dropside lorry 368A to the centre. The other pair are 
bonnetted Bedfords, catering van 695B to the left and an open lorry to 
the right. 

 

Photo 2062, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
Articulated lorries from the 1950s, 1940s and 1970s as represented by 
Kim Rennie's model collection. From the left these are Leyland Beaver 
1010L, AEC Matador 603P and Leyland Lynx 1995L with trailer YT29. 
The varied loads add to the realism. 

 

Photo 2063, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 03/09/2007. 
 
More models from Kim Rennie's collection, bringing us into the grey era. 
From the left these are Ford D700 flatbed truck 1722F, a Ford Cargo 
dropside, a Ford D towing lorry, and an Austin LD van. The leftmost 
model is interesting as it shows the very rare use of flatbed lorries by LT. 
As can be seen, most examples were dedicated driver trainers. It also 
has the short-lived livery of grey with green cab roof. 

 

Photo 2064, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
Double bonus points to Kim Rennie for sending in the first pics of a '57 
reg SV, and the first pics of the new ERU trucks in service. This is 
Mercedes-Benz Atego 2596 outside Broadway on 22nd September 2007. 
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Photo 2065, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
The first of the new generation of Emergency Response Unit vehicles 
entered service in mid September and they are very impressive looking... 
except perhaps from the rear! 2596 was seen at Broadway on 22nd 
September 2007. 

 

Photo 2066, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
The batch of 10 Mercedes-Benz Atego rescue trucks delivered in 2007 
included two variants. 2599, seen at Broadway on a job from its base at 
Camden, is one of 5 to have a shorter crew cab. Note also the legal 
lettering on the offside panels. 

 

Photo 2067, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
Two of the newly commissioned Atego rescue trucks meet outside St 
James Park station on 22nd September 2007. 

 

Photo 2068, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
This view of newly delivered Mercedes-Benz Atego rescue tenders 2600 
(nearest) and 2592 at Vauxhall on 24th September 2007 clearly shows 
the two different cab types fitted. Each base will have one of each 
variant. 
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Photo 2069, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
Although the main London Buses service vehicle fleet has diversified with 
Volkswagens, Vauxhalls and Mercedes-Benz vans, the Passenger Data 
fleet is wholly made up of Ford products. One of a pair of Transit 
minibuses delivered in March 2007 is 6067F, seen here on Buckingham 
Palace Road on 27th September. Note the repetition of part of the fleet 
number on the bumper. Similar 6063F also has the feature (see photo 
1975). 

 

Photo 2070, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
As well as the new ERU trucks, summer 2007 also saw the arrival of the 
first Honda Civic hybrid cars for London Buses. These stand out due to 
their sleek design and maroon livery. Three were found parked at the 
back of Sycamore House (Thornton Heath) on 28th September 2007, 
with 6299H nearest the camera. 

 

Photo 2071, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 02/10/2007. 
 
Honda Civic 6305H works for London Buses and is one of at least 14 of 
these hybrid drive cars leased in summer 2007. It was seen at Victoria 
Bus Station in late September. 

 

Photo 2072, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 08/10/2007. 
 
When new, Bi-Fuel Ford Transit van 5543F carried Tube Lines logos (as 
seen in 2004, photo 817). By the time this picture was taken (on 8th 
September 2007) it had lost these and was being used from the TfL 
uniform store at North Acton. The partial lettering on the nearside actually 
reads 'Transport f ondon London Under'! 
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Photo 2073, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 08/10/2007. 
 
Twelve of these high-roof VW Transporter vans were leased for London 
Buses in early 2005. Eleven were numbered in the range 5668-5678VW 
and the last became 5781VW although this number is not carried. Based 
mainly in South London, 5781VW carried infrastructure development 
logos on its doors for a time. On 25th September 2007 it was found 
parked on Grove Road, near to the LBSL offices at Sycamore House, 
Thornton Heath. 

 

Photo 2074, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 08/10/2007. 
 
5806M is one of the twenty Mercedes-Benz Sprinter vans delivered in 
late 2005, and is one of three normally based at Uxbridge Bus Station, 
where this picture was taken on 25th September 2007. The notice in the 
windscreen reads 'NETWORK OPERATIONS, OFFICIAL ON DUTY'. 

 

Photo 2075, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 08/10/2007. 
 
Under cloudy skies, silver-painted vans can look more like white or grey. 
5821F is a long-wheelbase Ford Transit van used by Metronet's Depot 
Engineering Support Unit (DESU), and was found at Ealing Common 
depot on 12th September 2007. It was parked behind similar 5820F but a 
photo of the latter in the exact same location (note the bogie frames in 
the background) was published earlier this year (see photo 1817). 

 

Photo 2076, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 08/10/2007. 
 
As the light faded on 25th September 2007 a visit was paid to the ERU 
depot at Tottenham Hale in the hope of finding more of the new Atego 
rescue tenders. What we did find was Vario box truck 2575M, expected 
to leave the fleet shortly, plus Tube Lines Transit Connect 5873F. 


