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Introduction 

 
About this document 

 
This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 
one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 
LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 
hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 
 
Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (4,925 as of 1st March 2015), this document has been 
broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 
however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 
 
Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 
interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 
 
The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 
shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 
be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 
 
Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 
therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 
against each photo. Comments up to 1st March 2015 are included. 
 
More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 
vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 
 
This part of the document contains photos 2501 to 3000, originally published between January 2009 and March 2010. 
 
 
Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, March 2015 
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Photo 2501, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Vauxhall Combo van 5785V works for Metronet but is fairly elusive, only 
having been reported twice. On 19th December 2008 Colin found it 
arriving at (or is it leaving?) Loughton Station. Note the missing wheel 
trim and the offside cargo door (the nearside had both wheel trims and 
another door). 

 

Photo 2502, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Renault Kangoo 6092R is based at Bollo House, Acton Town, and can 
often be seen from passing trains in the gap between the two main 
buildings. Although it has already been illustrated on this site, this photo 
has been included as it shows a curious feature. Just visible on the 
nearside wing (above the sidelight) is the remains of a fleetnumber, 
peeled off but readable as being 5864! The offside had no number and it 
was only from an official fleetlist that we know the real fleetnumber. As 
regular visitors to this site will know, Kangoos do seem rather prone to 
having incorrect fleetnumbers applied. The picture was taken at Hatton 
Cross Station on 11th October 2008. 

 

Photo 2503, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Parked in the car park at Upminster Station during one of the regular 
District Line closures (on Saturday 10th January 2009), this Ford Transit 
crew van is number 6323F and used by Metronet. Judging by the 
sightings records, the regular driver of this vehicle appears to live in 
Eltham. 

 

Photo 2504, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
More Kangoos! This picture may look very similar to a recent one by Ray 
(see photo 2477), but it does show the other 2 of the 4 Kangoos that now 
seem to be a regular feature of the small Metronet office alongside 
Barking Station. Taken on 10th January 2009, the gate was closed on 
this occasion, forcing me to use quite a wide angle. As with Ray's earlier 
shot, the other 2 vehicles are there but hidden behind the car on the right. 
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Photo 2505, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Another Kangoo!! The location for this shot is the impressive looking 
offices at the back of Baker Street station (on Allsop Place). Present on 
3rd January 2009 were Renault Kangoo 6543R and Vauxhall Astra 
estate 6427V, both of Metronet. The latter vehicle is of note as Vauxhall 
Astra estates are not particularly common. 6427V/LT57OTP was 
originally reported as a Vauxhall Astra van with the registration 'to be 
confirmed'. I could not read the fleetnumber on this occasion, so there is 
a possibility that there are in fact two vehicles; a van numbered 6427V 
and an estate registered LT57OTP. 

 

Photo 2506, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Parked outside Upminster Station on a murky 10th January 2009 was 
Metronet Ford Transit dropside truck 6561F. This is one of the revised 
style dropsides (as first seen on 6386F - see photo 2313), with a tubular 
headboard and steps, and a new design of dropside panel. This example 
also features a crew cab and tail-lift. 

 

Photo 2507, by Colin Smith, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
A notable arrival in December 2008 was the first small Mercedes truck 
(as opposed to van) to enter the central fleet since generator 2584M in 
2002 (and the first dropside since 1993). Seen in the lorry yard at Acton 
Works on 3rd December 2008, exactly a week after first being licensed, 
this Sprinter dropside truck has standard livery and a tail-lift. Not lettered 
at the time, it was noted shortly afterwards at nearby Frank Pick House 
carrying the number 6695M. The object on the cab roof appears to be a 
very small light-bar. Fleet procurement policy is of course a mystery to us 
but this vehicle could have been obtained to allow comparison with the 
more common Ford Transit trucks. Or perhaps there was a requirement 
for a certain length of body. The open section on this vehicle does appear 
longer than that on any Transit. 
Apologies for the quality of this shot, and also to the person who 
submitted a later view. I selected this one as it shows more of the 
bodywork. 

 

Photo 2508, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
It is always nice to discover new SV locations, especially when they are 
ones where any resident vehicles can be clearly seen and photographed! 
I was rather surprised to find these two vans in a small yard on Union 
Street near the junction with Borough High Street, barely half a mile from 
my workplace. It may be a temporary allocation but the same pair have 
been there for most of the past month. The pair of Ford Transit crew vans 
are from the JNP signalling department, recognisable by the plain white 
livery and the tube and gubbins on the roof. Similar vehicles can often be 
seen at Neasden, Stratford and Finchley. 
 
6436F (LS08BYX) on the left has 'Jubilee Line Signal Dept' lettering 
below the Tube Lines logo, and solid rear doors. LS07GBU lacks the 
extra lettering and has windows in the rear doors. It also lacks a 
fleetnumber, but I would not be surprised if it was allocated number 
6341F. Picture was taken on Christmas eve 2008, whilst I was on my 
way to a very quiet day at work! 
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Photo 2509, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
A development in the past year or so has been the delivery of a number 
of vans for use as Staff Welfare Facilities. The examples seen so far 
have all been 'Jumbo' Ford Transits, either crew vans (with additional 
side windows, like 6463F - photo 2302) or plain vans (like 6464F - photo 
2384). YS08FSO has side windows on both sides, and seems to be 
based at Stratford Station, where this picture was taken on 9th December 
2008. The most recent examples have been registered in Yorkshire, 
perhaps due to their conversion work by a firm called Clarks (badge 
visible on rear), although the earlier ones (see links above) were in more 
usual Kx series. One other curiosity on these vehicles is that the Tube 
Lines logos on the cab doors are applied lower down than standard. This 
vehicle is no doubt allocated a fleetnumber but it unfortunately does not 
carry it. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 18/01/2009: Clarks are based in 
Doncaster (see http://www.van-conversion.co.uk/home.asp) so this could 
indeed be the reason for the Yorkshire regs. 

 

Photo 2510, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Ah, a small trailer! These have caused me a lot of problems over the 
years. First there was the confusion over which one CBT64 was (see 
photos 170 and 1827 for details). Then there are several others which we 
know nothing about (T49, T50, T63, T69 and T75). The photo here was 
taken at the back of the Acton Museum Depot on 2nd November 2008 
and shows a small trailer in use as a exhibition/training unit by TfL's 
Safety and Citizenship program. Internally it is fitted out with mock tube 
station features, similar to Transit 5494F (see photo 813). Whether this is 
one of the numbered trailers listed above, or something else, is not 
known. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 05/09/2011: This is T49, after 
modification but before repaint. 

 

Photo 2511, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
East Thames Buses has been taking a relatively large number of 
Mercedes Sprinter minibuses from the associated London Dial-a-Ride 
fleet recently, mainly for use as crew ferry vehicles. However, a couple 
have been lettered as Driver Assesment Vehicles, this presumably being 
modern speak for Trainer! Such vehicles can also be distinguished by 
having their number prefixes amended from the original D to T instead of 
E (although as usual, they have difficulty obtaining letters to the same 
size as the numbers!). Ray found two such vehicles at Bexleyheath on 
10th December 2008, with T19 to the fore. The slightly darker shade of 
red (plus the Dial-a-Ride logo above the windscreen) shows that these 
have not been repainted for their new role. Similar T197 behind can also 
be seen in the next photo. 

 

Photo 2512, by Glyn Matthews, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Showing off its new applied Driver Assesment Vehicle lettering, 
Mercedes Sprinter minibus P851OLL is now T197 in the East Thames 
Buses fleet, having earlier been D197 in the Dial-a-Ride operation. It was 
seen at the somewhat unlikely location of Crawley on 22nd December 
2008. Let's hope that the 'partial sight' and 'partial hearing' labels in the 
door window apply to the vehicle's original users and not to trainee bus 
drivers! 

http://www.van-conversion.co.uk/home.asp
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Photo 2513, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
A vehicle that has only recently appeared in London is W161JEU, a 
Vauxhall Astra van in the Arriva Kent Thameside fleet. Photographed at 
Eltham Bus Station on 22nd December 2008, this van may be a recent 
acquisition, or it may have operated elsewhere in the Arriva Southern 
Counties empire until now. The Vauxhall Vectra car behind is one of a 
couple that are used by Metrobus staff (as stated on the notice in the 
windscreen) but, being unlettered, will not be listed on this website. 
 
Comment by Ray on 18/01/2009: The Vectra is one of two used by Arriva 
KT staff rather than Metrobus. 

 

Photo 2514, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Since London Buses got rid of their baker's dozen in the mid-2000s, there 
have not been very many Vauxhall Movano vans used as service 
vehicles. In the central fleet there is one each with Tube Lines, the LT 
Museum (see photo 1979) and the LBSL Technical Services Group 
(photo 1882). Travel London had four used as crew ferries (photo 1281) 
but these have not been reported for a while. The only other bus 
company user is Arriva the Shires with three, based at Stevenage, 
Garston and Harlow. Fleetnumber 1188 is the one at Harlow and it was 
seen at Epping Station on 15th December 2008, attending to a poorly 
Volvo B6BLE. It carries the national standard livery of white with a blue 
sash and quaint 'Looking after our buses' slogan. 

 

Photo 2515, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
I visited North Street Garage (Romford) on 10th January 2009, hoping to 
track down their engineers van. That was not in at the time, but this Ford 
Focus estate was, seemingly guarding the pits! HT05FDE was earlier 
based at Barking and Stratford Garages, and carries an unmarked red 
livery. Note the Trident bus in the background blinded for school route 
608 (Gallows Corner to Shenfield) and the Scania single-decker in 
training green livery. 

 

Photo 2516, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
This rather rusty-looking Ford Escort van photographed on the mud 
outside Plumstead Garage on 14th December 2008 is one of a small 
number of service vehicles to have come back for a second bite. As the 
Scottish registration might suggest, M938WSN was originally in the 
Stagecoach fleet, painted red and based at Bow Garage (see photo 998). 
It was disposed of that same year but resurfaced in late 2008, repainted 
white and in use by Sovereign Recovery. It may have gone direct to 
Sovereign (and kept a low profile for a couple of years!), or had an 
intervening owner. It has therefore had a similar career to former South 
London L145NMY (see photo 1685). Could it be that these vehicles were 
'given' to Sovereign as payment for bus recovery work?! 
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Photo 2517, by Richard Davis, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
New contributor Richard Davis sent in this picture taken on 4th January 
2009 at the unusual location of the car park of Tescos in Dunstable! The 
subject matter will be familiar to many of you, N11SOV having been one 
of the two Volvo recovery trucks on display at the Bow Garage open day 
in June 2008. There are numerous detail differences between members 
of the Sovereign Recovery fleet. N11SOV (named Invincible) has chrome 
mirror covers, a front bumper/step, and an offset registration plate with 
smaller than standard characters. 
 
Comment by richard on 21/06/2009: now with Manchetts of 
Cambridgeshire 

 

Photo 2518, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/01/2009. 
 
Another Sovereign Recovery Volvo, this time P8SOV (named The 
Grenadier) on Edgware Road on 3rd January 2009. Note the engineer 
poking around under the rear wheel of the ailing Metroline Scania. This 
vehicle is broadly similar to N11SOV (see photo 2517) with detail 
differences in the livery and front-end fittings. Of note is that the 
registration P8SOV was earlier carried by a rather different Volvo 
recovery truck named Churchill (see photo 1540). With a small pool of 
'select' registrations, such transfers are likely to take place as the fleet is 
renewed. Given that the vehicles are often essentially the same, I will not 
attempt to differentiate them on the database. 
 
Comment by paul blount on 28/01/2009: I'm happy to see a photo of my 
truck in at last. The name the grenadier comes from the grenadier guards 
as I served 10 years in. this truck works the most of west London down 
as far as Croydon to Luton over to h/row many thanks Paul 

 

Photo 2519, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
On a misty 14th January 2009, Emergency Response Unit Atego 2593 
was found at Finchley Central Station. Note the allocation plate at the 
bottom of the door. It is presumed that these are either stickers or 
magnetic, to allow for the reallocations which (so far at least) seem to be 
fairly regular. Reports of allocations of any of the other ERU vehicles 
would be appreciated. 
 
Comment by Damon on 07/02/2009: This is curious as this one has 
never been seen at Camden. 2594 & 2597 were there today and were 
also seen there just before Christmas so it seems a bit weird that 2593 
has slipped in and out in the meantime. I guess we'll never understand 
the ERU allocations system ..will we? 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 07/02/2009: So, were the Camden pair 
suitably 'plated'? 
 
Comment by Damon on 08/02/2009: Yep. Both plated although 2594 had 
it higher up on the cab door on the white bit - different!. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 08/03/2009: I was talking to one of the ERU 
Duty Managers in Acton Works last week. Vehicles are no longer 
allocated to specific bases but are rotated around for maintenance, 
servicing etc. The 'allocation' stickers allow crews to remove/return 
equipment to their 'own' lorry if there is more than one team in 
attendance. The two types of lorry are equipped to handle either p-way or 
rolling stock incidents, hence the different shutter arrangement. Former 
ERU body DB6 is still used by the ERU for storage and is standing 
demounted on its 'legs' in Acton Works at time of writing. 
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Photo 2520, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
5470F was a standard long-wheelbase in the Tube Lines fleet, notable 
for having spent the early part of its service life on loan to London Buses. 
It later worked for Tube Lines itself, and gained a side window on the 
offside only. Since being returned off lease it has been seen at various 
locations in south east and east London, easily recognisable by virtue of 
retaining its blue skirt livery. On 11th January 2009, Ray found it parked 
at Belvedere. 

 

Photo 2521, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
The yard at Neasden Station can be seen from the platforms but a better 
view can be had from the footpath that runs along the rear. On 23rd 
January the residents included the usual Metronet Transit crew vans. 
Nearest the camera is 5998F, quite a low number for an 07 registered 
vehicle. Getting down to the minutiae, the ladder that was loaded on its 
roof rack was marked 'C&E Acton' on one side and 'P&E Acton' on the 
other! The differences between 5998F and similar but newer 6582F on 
the left are minimal. Apart from the rear ladder on the latter, there is the 
colour of the lower hinges of the back doors and the style of registration 
plates. 5998F has plates marked 'Bank of Scotland', while those on 
6582F appear to read 'www.leasedrivevelo.com'. If the supplier of leased 
vehicles has changed, this could account for the return of London 
registration series (such as LS) after several years of using provincial 
ones (mainly starting in K). 

 

Photo 2522, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
Neasden Station yard is usually home to a handful of Metronet vans but, 
on 23rd January 2009, there were also a pair from Tube Lines. One was 
smart Ford Tourneo minibus 6249F. Features common to most Tourneos 
are single-piece rear doors and more stylish wheel trims. The other JNP 
van was Combo 6411V. 

 

Photo 2523, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
An interesting fleet addition during 2008 was 6552F, a Ford Galaxy car 
for use as an LUL Incident Response Vehicle at Wembley Park. This role 
has mainly been performed by Vauxhall Zafiras in recent years. As far as 
we know, only three other Galaxy cars have carried LUL livery, and the 
design has changed markedly since the last of these was delivered in 
2005. Note the LED light-bar, tinted windows and extended reflective 
markings on the rear. The positioning of the 'Incident Officer' lettering 
over the rear wheel is curious. Also, compare this view with photo 2118 
of similarly-liveried Ford S-Max 6221F. Photographed on 23rd January 
2009. 
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Photo 2524, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
6582F is a recently delivered Ford Transit long-wheelbase crew van, 
found at Neasden Station on 23rd January 2009. 

 

Photo 2525, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
Vauxhall Combo van YD02NWE worked from Barking garage when new, 
only gaining the fleetnumber 29 when it moved up to Tottenham/Lea 
Valley in 2008. It was photographed parked near Dagenham East station 
on 10th January 2009, when it appeared to be in use in connection with a 
rail replacement service. It may at the time have been running from 
Barking once again but in any case it was withdrawn and offered for sale 
later that month. 

 

Photo 2526, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
Spot the differences 1: TfL Streets Toyota Prius FH56TXG crosses 
Buckingham Palace Road on the 8th of October 2008. 

 

Photo 2527, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
Spot the differences 2: TfL Streets Toyota Prius FL57CJU crosses 
Buckingham Palace Road on the 8th of October 2008. Answers: Logos 
on doors, positioning of light bar and badging above side light. 



Part 3f - Photos 2501-3000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 - March 2015 

 

Page 10 of 130 

 

Photo 2528, by James Mair, added to LTSV on 25/01/2009. 
 
Recently withdrawn, 2556M was one of a pair of 'mini dust-carts' bought 
in the late 1990s to work alongside the larger refuse collection vehicles. 
Based on a Mercedes-Benz 814 chassis, it had equipment by Farid 
designed to ease the emptying of standard LUL wheelie bins. This shot 
taken at Northwood Station shows the lifting gear in use and was taken 
before the LUL lettering was replaced with Tube Lines logos in 2003. 

 

Photo 2529, by Glyn Matthews, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
This Tube Lines Ford Transit Dropside has been seen before, being 
based at Frank Pick House (see photo 1627). However, this view was 
taken on 6th November 2008 at the unlikely location of 'near Stourbridge' 
in the midlands. Glyn waited in vain for other SVs to appear here 
(actually he overtook this vehicle then laid in wait for it!) 

 

Photo 2530, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Ford Transit Connect van 6216F is another vehicle that has already been 
illustrated here, and is one of the internal mail vans in the Tube Lines 
fleet. This picture taken at Parliament Square on 28th October 2008 is 
notable for the fact that it was waiting at the traffic lights alongside 
identical 6217F (although you will have to take my word for this!). Sadly 
other queuing vehicles precluded a clearer view of the pair. 

 

Photo 2531, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
The snow that hit London on Monday 2nd February 2009 had a profound 
impact on transport in the capital, with all bus routes and many train 
services being suspended for most of the morning. Kim somehow 
managed to get along to Stratford Bus Station and captured this view of 
London Buses Incident Response Unit 6352M parked in the bus-free bus 
station. In the background is similar but even more snowy 6369M. 
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Photo 2532, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
With a jolly driver, this is Mercedes-Benz Sprinter IRU 6363M returning to 
its normal base at Edgware Bus Station on 22nd November 2008. I 
thought traffic lights usually had red at the top... 

 

Photo 2533, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
This Metronet Ford Transit dropside truck has been seen on several 
occasions in the yard at Edgware Road station. The first time it was seen 
out and about was on 7th February 2009 when Ray found it parked near 
Mansion House station. 

 

Photo 2534, by Malcolm Conway, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
LK08LDY was one of four Iveco Stralis lorries bought in mid-2008, but it 
managed to avoid being photographed until 21st January 2009, when 
Malcolm caught it turning onto Chiswick High Road at Turnham Green. 
Two of the lorries are demountables and these have taken over from 
earlier Ivecos 2554F and 2555F in the role of carrying bodies DB22-24. 
Curtainsided DB23 is the load in this case. 

 

Photo 2535, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Transport for London Citroen Relay exhibition unit AY07EYZ was present 
at the Acton Museum Depot open day on 2nd November 2008. The 
vehicle is used as part of the Safety and Citizenship program aimed at 
schoolchildren, and focuses on the use of buses in London. Although a 
three-axle vehicle, the twin rear wheels are covered on both sides by 
mock bus wheels when in use. 



Part 3f - Photos 2501-3000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 - March 2015 

 

Page 12 of 130 

 

Photo 2536, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
This van has appeared on LTSV twice already, but this view shows some 
further aspects. New as 5479F in the Metronet fleet, Ford Transit van 
KJ03DYH was later bought by Travel London for use as an engineering 
support van, still in LUL white/blue livery. The original fleetnumber has 
been retained on the nearside only, while the additional side window 
fitted during its Metronet career can be seen to be on the offside only. 
Note also the snow on the roof, almost obscuring the light-bar. Taken at 
Parliament Square on 3rd February 2009. 
 
Comment by Ray on 22/05/2009: Fleetnumber on offside also (just) 

 

Photo 2537, by John Forge, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
This view of Blue Triangle Vauxhall Corsa van GV57YCM was actually 
taken at the Silvertown base of associated fleet Docklands Buses, on 
18th January 2009. Note the small fleetnumber (7) applied towards the 
rear and the Buses roundel on the back. 

 

Photo 2538, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
This vehicle was found by Ray at Blackfriars Station on 24th January 
2009. Although wearing a sort-of white/blue livery and Metronet logos, it 
is not what we would call a real service vehicle. Owned by SEM (SE 
Maintenance Ltd), the Volvo FH12 tractor unit and box trailer are used as 
a mobile staff welfare facility in connection with major works. We don't 
know exactly what is inside but there is a set of steps set up at the rear 
doors. The trailer (or one very like it) was stationed at Hornchurch Station 
for some time recently, during which a TV aerial was visible fitted to the 
rear. 
 
Comment by Ray on 08/02/2009: At Blackfriars again yesterday (7/2/09) 

 

Photo 2539, by Malcolm Conway, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Keeping track of the Sovereign Recovery fleet is made tricky by the 
application of 'select' registrations (mainly in the PxSOV range) and also 
by the fact that most are broadly identical Volvo units. YN04FYJ is 
unusual in operating for some time with a 'normal' registration. It was 
found at Addington Interchange on 21st January 2009 attending to an 
Arriva London DLA and sporting a typical proliferation of front-mounted 
lights. 
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Photo 2540, by Malcolm Conway, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
A rear view of Sovereign Recovery Volvo YN04FYJ at Addington 
Interchange on 21st January 2009 shows the scuffing on the underside of 
the vehicle hoist caused by its proximity to the road surface whilst in use. 
Note also the raised rear axle. 

 

Photo 2541, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Another very smart Volvo recovery truck from the Sovereign fleet, 
GN05CCF was seen at Travel London's Beddington garage on 7th 
August 2007. This particular unit has higher-sided bodywork than most of 
the other examples, and was unusually not bearing a select registration 
at the time. The fact that this registration is not showing as current on the 
DVLA website suggests that a select plate has since been applied. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 17/04/2009: A careful study of detail 
differences would suggest that this truck became N8SOV, as seen at the 
Bow Garage open day and in photo 2286.  

 

Photo 2542, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
As well as the huge towing lorries, Sovereign Recovery also runs a fleet 
of vans to attend less serious breakdowns. Damon captured this fine 
view of their Ford Transit EN56EJV on Vauxhall Bridge Road at Victoria 
on 7th February 2009. Quite what a 15 bus was doing there is anybody's 
guess. 

 

Photo 2543, by Scott Tillbrook, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Lantern is another company that provides vehicle recovery services for 
London bus companies. Their DAF XF unit ES04LRS was seen bringing 
a Metroline VP bus home to Harrow Weald garage on 6th April 2007. 
Most vehicles of this type seem to have the main light-bar mounted on a 
forward-raked arch, slightly resembling a backwards spoiler. Extended 
front bumpers are also common, although this is the first one I have seen 
with the radiator grille modified to match. It certainly alters the DAF's 
otherwise boxy cab design. The number (96) on the cabside may be a 
fleetnumber. 
 
Comment by richard on 21/06/2009: now with SRE Rescue Recovery, 
Surrey 
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Photo 2544, by Graham Brown, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Rather less 'showy' than some recovery vehicles, but sleek and 
impressive nonetheless, EU06HPA is a DAF CF from the C&S Motor 
Group. On 14th July 2008 it was in the Strand with an East London 
Dennis Trident. 

 

Photo 2545, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
DAF CF EU06HPA from the C&S Motor Group has some pretty serious 
looking lifting gear at the back, supplied (as usual) by Boniface. It also 
has a curious variation on the 'spoiler' arrangement whose main role 
appears to be to support the light-bar! Seen on Vauxhall Bridge Road at 
Victoria on 26th April 2008. 

 

Photo 2546, by Malcolm Conway, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
C Spearing is one of the 'lesser spotted' bus recovery firms that work in 
London (last seen in 2006 - see photo 1544), and should not be confused 
with the C&S group! One of their trucks was seen on 21st January 2009 
coming down Chiswick High Road at Gunnersbury with a Transdev 
Enviro 200 on tow. These buses are based at Hounslow Heath for route 
285 so it was presumably being taken somewhere for repairs. The truck 
is a four axle Scania 164G 580 with Boniface gear and a modest array of 
front lights. It does however have one of the trucker's favourites in the 
form of a chrome lady on the radiator grille. 

 

Photo 2547, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
The contract to provide a London Buses-liveried recovery truck on 
standby in central London was recently awarded to Sovereign Recovery. 
This has meant the departure of Mercedes-Benz SK series L100JMH, the 
operator of which we never determined. A final view of this truck is 
provided in this photo taken at Victoria Bus Station on 22nd October 
2008. 
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Photo 2548, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
A new LBSL red tow truck appeared in February 2009, the contract for 
the provision of this having been awarded to Sovereign Recovery. As 
well as the livery, the vehicle differs from the bulk of the Sovereign fleet in 
being based on a Mercedes chassis rather than a Volvo. According to the 
DVLA website, Actros lorry GM03TOW was built in 2003 and previously 
carried a silver livery. The new livery differs from that on L100JMH in that 
it has chevrons rather than squares along the sides, and the lettering now 
mentions Transport for London and CentreComm as well as London 
Buses (the CentreComm lettering was last seen on Vauxhall Astra car 
K89HWF in 1993 - see photo 232). One clue to the Sovereign ownership 
is the 'Keeping London Moving' slogan on the sun visor. As with its 
predecessor, the vehicle can usually be found parked on Achilles Way at 
the south end of Park Lane, as here on 7th February 2009. 
 
Comment by richard on 26/02/2009: The silver livery was that of George 
McPhie of Scotland , the cab was silver and the bodywork in red , the 
boniface interstater gear was in silver , also veh went into service with 
Mcphies in late 2004 early 2005 .  

 

Photo 2549, by Mark Penney, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Back to Blackpool now, although unlike last time (see photo 2474) there 
is at least a London connection in the picture. Blackpool Transport uses 
an ERF B series recovery lorry with Brimec lifting gear. It was seen at the 
garage on 20th October 2008 with a former Blue Triangle, East Lancs-
bodied Dennis Trident on tow, the recently acquired bus having expired 
on delivery. Note the eight headlamps, and also the tram track in the 
foreground. Mark is involved in the preservation of several former SYT 
towing buses, details of which can be found on his M3 Preservation 
Group fotopic site. Fans of recovery vehicles should also take a look at 
his other fotopic site, Shifty's photos. 

 

Photo 2550, by Glyn Matthews, added to LTSV on 08/02/2009. 
 
Arriva London Vauxhall Combo van 87 is based at Croydon Garage and 
is a regular visitor to Addington Interchange, as here on 21st January 
2009. 

 

Photo 2551, by James Mair, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Not the greatest of pictures but I have included this for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, it proved to be invaluable while I was looking into 
generators recently, demonstrating that even 'duff' pictures can turn out 
to be worthwhile. Secondly, it is the only photo I have yet seen of 
Mercedes demountable 2480M. Thirdly, it is the only photo I have to 
show the Junction Road location at Holloway. Taken sometime in the 
early 1990s, it shows 4 SVs in the small yard next to the railway. From 
the left are Mercedes demountable 2478M with a red generator, an 
unidentified (and anonymous) Vauxhall Astra van from the 3786B to 
3797B batch, Mercedes demountable 2480M also with a red generator, 
and Vauxhall Midi van 4104B. Note the wheelclamp on 2478M and the 
trailer behind 2480M (possibly CBT46). The generators are thought to 
still be in use, repainted white and mounted on newer 2562M and 2563M. 
2478M was later used as a vehicle transporter. 
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Photo 2552, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
The three Mercedes Sprinter mobile generators in the Tube Lines fleet 
are seemingly only used at night and are therefore rarely seen anywhere 
other than at their base of Lillie Bridge. Ray was lucky to come across 
2563M at Acton on 12th February 2009. It parked for a while near the 
Smallbills garage on Bollo Lane. The generator fitted is thought to have 
been originally painted red and carried by either 2478M or 2480M. 

 

Photo 2553, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Just three types of Honda vehicle have featured in the central fleet. 9 un-
numbered ST1100 motorcycles and 15 Civic hybrid cars have been used 
by London Buses, while Metronet have had 5 CR-V cars, whose 
appearance suggests a 4-wheel drive off-road capability. The first pair 
came in March 2006 and were white without fleetnumbers. LD06CTZ is 
allocated the number 5900H, and is based at Acton Works, where it was 
photographed on 5th March 2009. Three subsequent CR-Vs came in a 
silver livery. 

 

Photo 2554, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
A trio of Metronet Ford Transits in the main yard at Lillie Bridge on 5th 
March 2009 is headed by single-cabbed dropside 5990F. Interestingly, 
this vehicle was delivered without a tail-lift, although one was fitted within 
a few months. The van behind is Jumbo 6205F, while the crew-cab 
dropside at the back is 6333F. 

 

Photo 2555, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
While the main yard at Lillie Bridge tends to be dominated by Metronet 
vehicles, the small section including the parking area above the District 
Line is reserved for Tube Lines. Seen there on 3rd March 2009 was Ford 
Focus estate 6078F (fleetnumber not carried). This is one of four cars 
(6076F to 6079F) used by the Transplant workshops at Ruislip. Behind is 
a more normal resident in the shape of Transit crew van 5967F. 
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Photo 2556, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
A slightly fuzzy but very interesting picture here, taken at Bugsby's Way, 
North Greenwich, on 23rd February 2009. Although it may look like a 
police vehicle, a service vehicle fleetnumber is clearly visible below the 
side mirror. Tube Lines supplied a number of Vauxhall Vivaro vans to the 
London Safety Camera Partnership, replacing them with Ford Transits in 
2007. The vehicle shown here is 6121F, while 6120F is known to be 
similar. 6122 is a notable gap in the reported vehicles, and there may be 
more. The livery, which is similar to that carried by LM55FJD (see photo 
1828), features contravision panels to disguise the side windows, while a 
number of external lights are mounted at high level around the vehicle. 

 

Photo 2557, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Another view of London Safety Camera Partnership Ford Transit 6121F 
at North Greenwich on 23rd February 2009. Note the Metropolitan Police 
lettering, and the large cat-flap in the rear window! 

 

Photo 2558, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Metronet's Volkswagen vans continue to be elusive, normally only leaving 
Acton Works in the dead of night. On 5th March 2009, 6172VW was 
parked inside the works. Note the additional lettering (below the cab door 
logo), which reads 'Signal Projects BCV'. 

 

Photo 2559, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
A line-up of Metronet SVs in Acton Works on 5th March 2009 includes a 
pair of Ford Focus estates, a VW Transporter van and a Ford Transit 
dropside. Focus 6192F (nearest) differs from 6086F in having a rear logo, 
black side strip and different wheeltrims. 
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Photo 2560, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
The number of Vauxhall Combo vans in the central fleet increased 
markedly from about 2007, most being supplied by the dealership on the 
Edgware Road (since moved). They have proved to be quite elusive 
vehicles, with some not being seen since delivery, while a look at the 
batches suggests that some of the remaining unreported vehicles may 
also be Combos. It could be just that these small vehicles are easy to 
hide away within the various depots. 6247V was new in June 2007 but 
then was not seen again until 4th March 2009, when it paid a visit to 
Neasden Station yard. This example has cargo doors on both sides, 
resulting in the logos being applied across the joins. 

 

Photo 2561, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Parked near Tower Hill Station on 8th February 2009, 6291F is a 
relatively rare Ford Tourneo Connect in silver livery with Metronet logos. 

 

Photo 2562, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Two 'lesser spotted' Metronet Ford Transits are seen within Acton Works 
on 5th March 2009. On the left is mid-height van 6294F with ladder racks, 
while on the right is high-roof crew van 6239F. The LS07 registration on 
6294F is unusual, the only other examples being on four Transit crew 
vans for the Tube Lines signalling fleet. 

 

Photo 2563, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Parked in Finsbury Park (Wells Terrace) Bus Station on 4th March 2009, 
6358M is one of the 26 Mercedes Sprinters delivered in early 2008 for 
use as London Buses Incident Response Units. Note that since delivery 
(see photo 2151), the side and front roundels have changed from 
showing 'Buses' to the more normal 'BUSES'. 
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Photo 2564, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
For most of 2008, the small yard at West Kensington station was home to 
a number of Ford Rangers (as seen in photo 2178). However, none were 
present on 3rd March 2009, their place having been taken by no fewer 
than 6 Vauxhall Combo vans. 6402V is in the centre, with 6130V the 
nearest on the right. Others identified were 6129V, 6403V and 6404V. 
Providing some continuity is logoless Ford Transit crew van 6017F on the 
left. 

 

Photo 2565, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Caught just as the gates were closing, this view shows Ford Transit crew 
van 6482F in the yard adjacent to Golders Green Station on 4th March 
2009. This is another of the Tube Lines Signals fleet, recognisable by the 
plain white livery and the tube on the roof. The black strips above the 
side window appear to be sticky tape! It is likely that this vehicle has 
replaced long-term resident 5577F (see photo 952). 

 

Photo 2566, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Kim was at Acton Works on 5th March 2009 and managed to take a few 
photos of some of the service vehicles present. One that had not 
previously been seen was 6502F, a Ford Ranger pick-up with crew-cab 
and hard-top. This chunky vehicle has blue fleetnumbers and a Metronet 
logo without the red swoosh. Parked behind is Ford Transit 'Jumbo' crew 
van 6447F, while in the background can be seen one of the demountable 
box bodies latterly used by the Emergency Response Unit (believed to be 
DB6). This has had its lettering painted out and is used as a store. The 
ERU building is out of shot on the left. 

 

Photo 2567, by Colin Lloyd, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
This Ford Transit was caught passing Hammersmith Station on 13th 
February 2009. Apart from the unusual lettering (slightly reminiscent of 
the Workforce advertising of the 1980s - see photo 438), the most 
notable feature of this van is that it appears to be a low-roof body on a 
medium wheelbase chassis, a combination not previously available. The 
difference between the two lengths is just over a foot, but this is 
disguised by the fact that the length of the side doors remains in 
proportion. The best giveaway is the slightly longer gap between the back 
of the side door and the front of the rear wheelarch. Also notable is that 
the van was registered in Yorkshire, perhaps by the same company that 
provided the Staff Welfare conversion Transits (see photo 2509). 
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Photo 2568, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Delivery commenced in February 2009 of a second batch of Incident 
Response Units for London Buses. Using Mercedes Sprinters identical to 
the earlier batch, these are thought to be to replace the 20 Mercedes 
leased in late 2005. This view taken at Uxbridge Bus Station on 4th 
March 2009 shows new 6605M parked ahead of two of its predecessors; 
regular resident 5806M and Kingston-based 5808M. 

 

Photo 2569, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
This is the first of three photos that compare the 2009 batch of LBSL 
Incident Response Units with the 2008 batch. Seen at Sycamore House 
on 2nd March 2009, new 6608M is parked alongside 6349M and a 
couple of other vans. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 21/06/2009: Carries 6608M but should 
be 6619M! 

 

Photo 2570, by Damon Cross, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Another IRU comparison, with newly-delivered 6612M alongside class 
pioneer 6364M at Turnpike Lane Bus Station on 19th February 2009. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 21/06/2009: Although lettered as 6612M, 
WR58VZF is actually 6609M. 

 

Photo 2571, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
2008 delivery 6367M is parked next to 2009 delivery 6617M at Eltham 
Bus Station on 7th March 2009. The differences between the two batches 
of IRUs are minimal. Minor differences in the positioning of lettering and 
front lamps are not consistent, while the yellow dots on the wing mirrors 
(which all the new batch have) have also been applied to some of the first 
batch. The only other thing I have spotted is that the new batch all have a 
square no-smoking sticker in the top right corner of the windscreen! 



Part 3f - Photos 2501-3000 LONDON TRANSPORT SERVICE VEHICLES Issue 1 - March 2015 

 

Page 21 of 130 

 

Photo 2572, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
The first 67xx service vehicle to be reported and photographed was Ford 
Transit high-roof van 6711F, seen here near Tower Hill on 8th February 
2009. Although carrying Tube Lines logo, it was parked among a number 
of Metronet vehicles involved in work during a possession on the District 
and Circle lines. It could be that this van is part of the Tube Lines 'hire' 
fleet. Note the fold-over hazchem plate on the front bumper. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 18/03/2009: This has traces of a Metronet 
logo under the Tube Lines one  
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 10/05/2009: I can't explain the change of 
logo but we do now know that this van works from the Transplant 
workshop at Ruislip. Transplant is part of JNP, and they supply all the 
engineering trains. The van was presumably there in connection with this. 
Similarly allocated 6107F was seen yesterday in the same location and 
circumstances (ie surrounded by Metronet). 

 

Photo 2573, by Kim Rennie, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Seen inside the shed at Lillie Bridge on 5th March 2009, battery loco L25 
looks as though it has recently been repainted. Built by Metro-Cammell in 
1965, this example retains a full set of side louvres (unlike similar L23 in 
the background). Note the retracted buffers, drop-head buckeye coupling, 
and screw-link coupling kept on a hook to the left. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 19/03/2009: Isn't the presence/absence of 
the centre body plain panel dependent on which side you're looking at? 
Isn't it a hinged flap which is opened to allow the batteries to be 
removed? 
 
Comment by Kevin Bullions on 31/03/2009: The louvered panels are all 
done one side of all batches of locos, whereas the other side has the 
plain panels, these plain panels are where the main isolator, circuit 
breakers and so on are, as this equipment is wall mounted, this is why 
the panels are plain. If you are looking at the 'D' end of the loco, the plain 
panels should be down the left hand side as you look at it. Its of note that 
the picture of 25 that Kim has taken shows one of our recent repaints, 
and is very much our 'show loco'!!! Note of interest is the window in the 
middle door above the number, this has been made to withstand impact 
by having a tougher frame and armoured glass. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 31/03/2009: Thanks for the updates 
gents. Locos aren't my strong point! I do have a photo of the interior of a 
battery loco and I will publish this shortly. 

 

Photo 2574, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
The recent extension of this website to include rail stock will cover 
wagons as well as locos and units. Seen at Lillie Bridge depot on 3rd 
March 2009 were a trio of ballast hopper wagons, with HW221 nearest 
the camera. Twenty-two of these 30ton capacity wagons were built by W 
H Davis of Shirebrook in 1981. The Gloucester bogies have brake control 
hand-wheels, while three wheels at each end of the wagons control the 
discharge chutes between and to either side of the rails. The slab sides 
of the hoppers originally had London Transport lettering, later replaced by 
Underground, but they are now plain. 
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Photo 2575, by Malcolm Millichip, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
The growing NCP Challenger operation acquired a second-hand 
Mercedes Vito minibus for crew ferry duties by early 2009. Seen parked 
at Manor Circus, Richmond, on 20th February is RN52EFU. 

 

Photo 2576, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Now part of the Go-Ahead group, Docklands Buses use at least three of 
these Ford Tourneo minibuses for crew ferry duties from their depot in 
Silvertown. I say 'at least three' because the total anonymity of the 
vehicles makes them hard to identify. The location (and the HV'd 
occupants) gives the game away at Stratford Bus Station on 8th March 
2009. 

 

Photo 2577, by John Lloyd-Martin, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Metrobus re-equipped most of its anciliary fleet in 2008, acquiring 17 
Renault Trafics and 4 Ford Transit Connects. Three of the Trafics were 
high-roof vans for use by the engineering department, including 9102, 
seen here near East Croydon Station on 4th March 2009. Listed as being 
based at the Orpington depot (rather than the closer Croydon base), it 
had been called out to deal with Orpington-based Dennis Dart 260 
working on route 367. Note the curious side trim which swoops over the 
doors and then abruptly stops half-way along the body. 

 

Photo 2578, by London Spotter, added to LTSV on 15/03/2009. 
 
Compared to most Sovereign Recovery vehicles, this is a tiddler! Ford 
Transit Connect van EY58HXU was found parked in Terminus Place, 
Victoria, on 5th March 2009. 


