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Introduction 

 

About this document 

 

This document contains a selection of the photographs that have been added to the LTSV website (www.ltsv.com) since 2003. It is 

one of several that together contain the majority of the content from the website. Other documents available for download include: 

¶ Part 1 gives a basic list of all known service vehicles 

¶ Part 2 gives full details of all vehicles, including such information as chassis and body numbers, suppliers and disposals 

and allocation histories (broken down into sections due to size) 

¶ Part 4 has a list of service vehicle locations and also the news and forum sections from the website 

 

LTSV has accumulated a large amount of information over the years. By making these documents available for download it is 

hoped that the content can be preserved even if something happens to me or my website. 

 

Because of the large number of photographs that have been published (6,688 as at 13
th

 April 2021), this document has been 

broken down into sub-parts, each with a total of 500 photos. This has allowed the use of minimal image compression. Note 

however that some of the original photographs were not of particularly high quality. 

 

Most of the photographs are of London service vehicles. However, I do sometimes add related pictures that I believe may be of 

interest. Examples include railway rolling stock and service vehicles from beyond London. 

 

The photos are presented in the order in which they were published and the photographer and date of publication are shown. Also 

shown is the photo reference number. These numbers appear against the small images used in Part 2, allowing the larger image to 

be found. Hyperlinks in the captions have been changed to text references to other photos where relevant. 

 

Other than the hyperlinks, the captions are the same as they were when the photograph was originally published. They may 

therefore contain incorrect assumptions or superseded information. Also shown are any comments made by website members 

against each photo. Comments up to 31
st
 March 2021 are included. 

 

More photos are added to the website every month, and besides being somewhat larger, also benefit from having links to view 

vehicle and location details. A new part of this document will be produced each time a multiple of 500 is reached. 

 

This part of the document contains photos 5501 to 6000, originally published between October 2017 and July 2019. 

 

 

Thomas Young, Abbey Wood, April 2021 
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Photo 5501, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Ray and I had a day out on 9th October 2017, covering some of 
the locations in North West London. Passing through Ruislip on 
a 114 bus, I saw an LUL van out of the corner of my eye and we 
jumped off to investigate. Well, I jumped, Ray limped! The van 
turned out to be 8474VW, one of the six Volkswagen Caddy 
Maxi vans new in June 2017. We had thought these were going 
to be mail vans, replacing the Fiat Doblo vans which went off 
lease shortly after their arrival. A couple do seem to be used in 
this role but observations of the others have been scarce. 

 

Photo 5502, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
I don't know how Ray manages to get such clear shots of 
vehicles in the front car park at Acton, given the double fences 
and the amount of vegetation growing on them. Plus there are 
usually lines of cars parked in front. Anyway, on 7th October 
2017 Ray found newly delivered Volkswagen Caddy Maxi Crew 
van 8518VW present, along with an unidentified VW Transporter 
crew van at the back. 

 

Photo 5503, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Deliveries of Ford Fiesta vans and cars continue, with the 
majority of them proving hard to track down. 8539F was new in 
July 2017 and carried incorrect registration number LK17TRV for 
a few days before entering service. On 6th October 2017 the van 
was found parked in Hayes (Kent). 

 

Photo 5504, by Thomas Young, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
There is a bit of irony to this photo. Towards the end of 
September 2017 I was putting the finishing touches to a new 
SUP24 booklet for LOTS, listing the current service vehicle 
fleets. On the 28th I decided it was as complete as I could make 
it, and I sent off the 'final' draft. I decided I needed a bit of a 
break from service vehicles so, the next morning, I headed out 
for a day of doing something else. However, almost the first 
thing I saw was this Renault Kangoo Maxi van parked on 
Faraday Avenue in Sidcup. Numbered 8576R, it had been in 
service for a couple of weeks but had not been seen, and hence 
was not included in SUP24H. So, the book was out of date even 
before it had been published. Ho hum.... 
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Photo 5505, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Another car park shot, and another triple, from Ray. Seen at 
Acton Works on 14th October 2017 were Toyota Yaris LK67YDC 
(fleetnumber not yet known), unmarked Ford Fiesta hatchback 
LS62FDM and Toyota Prius 8550T. The two Toyota cars had 
only recently been delivered while the Ford was no doubt on the 
way out. 

 

Photo 5506, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
One of the locations Ray and I visited on 9th October 2017 was 
Edgware Bus Station, to see if the recent route changes had 
resulted in any new crew ferry vehicles. As usual a gaggle of 
Arriva vehicles were parked at the end of the central island. 
From the right they were Vauxhall Astra FL13AOT (inherited 
from Arriva the Shires), Vauxhall Corsa HK63YYG (transferred 
from Edmonton in 2016) and an un-marked Ford Focus estate 
WR17WRF. I was going to ignore the latter, especially as it had 
a quite sporty specification, suggesting it was unlikely to be a 
company vehicle. However, another Focus came in later, in 
unmarked blue and to the same spec although as a hatchback. 
This was registered WR17EPA, which made me think these are 
in fact Arriva vehicles. They may just be hires pending the 
possible closure of Garston garage in the next few months. 
Further reports would be welcomed. 

 

Photo 5507, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Arriva London seems to have given up on applying any markings 
to their service vehicles, most recent deliveries being completely 
anonymous. FJ64WZD, seen at Croydon Garage on 6th October 
2017, is typical in that respect, but is somewhat unusual for 
being a Vauxhall Combo van. Arriva London has taken six of 
these over the past few years, compared to dozens of the 
smaller Vauxhall Corsa. 

 

Photo 5508, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Ray pays regular visits to the Arriva offices behind Wood Green 
Garage, and usually finds at least a few service vehicles 
present. Unfortunately these are usually unmarked these days, 
and can be hard to tell apart from the private vehicles that are 
also parked there. On 4th October 2017 previously unreported 
Vauxhall Corsa van WM16CJX was found, with similar 
WO16PUA visible in the background. 
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Photo 5509, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
Seen leaving Arriva's Barking (Dagenham) Garage on 16th 
October 2017, EO67RRV is a compact Hyundai i10 car with four 
bus drivers crammed inside. I would probably have dismissed 
this as a private vehicle but for the paper in the windscreen. 
Arriva London had a batch of Vauxhall Corsa cars new in 2014 
which started a new number series at 201. The highest we know 
of was 217, which makes the 218 on this car seem too much of 
a coincidence. On the other hand, the more recent deliveries 
(including some working from Barking) have managed without 
any numbers, so.... 

 

Photo 5510, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 18/10/2017. 

 
River Road Garage near Barking is one of the newest bus 
garages in London, having been opened in May 2016. It has 
recently become the largest, following several bus route 
tendering gains and an extension. According to information from 
LOTS, 285 buses are now based there, just edging out Lea 
Interchange with its 284. By the way, Camberwell has 295 buses 
'on paper', but 42 of these are trainers which are often based 
elsewhere. Anyway, back to the plot. Ray visited on 16th 
October 2017 and photographed three newly delivered service 
vehicles. RX67OLM/N/O were all Merecedes-Benz Vito 
minibuses in unmarked red livery, as shown by RX67OLO 
departing. Several of the earlier Vito minibuses, most of which 
were transferred from former Metrobus garages, were also still 
working. I have kept this photo wide as it shows two interesting 
buses. On the left is DMN8, still also carrying its First London 
fleetnumber of DMS41476. This has Marshall Capital bodywork 
which was once common in London but now down to just a 
handful. Among the buses on the right is one of the 'New 
Routemasters' recently given East London Transit livery. 

 

Photo 5511, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 14/11/2017. 

 
A very useful system has developed between a couple of LTSV 
contributors. Ray frequently trawls through the vehicle listings on 
the BCA (British Car Auctions) website, looking for former 
service vehicles. If he finds one he puts a note against the 
vehicle record. The main aim of this was to enable me to then 
mark the vehicle as withdrawn. However, it is also used by 
Derek who takes his camera down to Blackbushe (almost) every 
time any SVs come up for auction. On 19th October 2017, Derek 
visited to photograph several vans that Ray had flagged. 
However, he also found this Ford Transit Custom van. I was 
quite surprised that any of these had gone off lease already, 
although it is in fact over three years since the first entered 
service. 7829F was the second of the type for LUL, new in July 
2014 and based at Stratford Market Depot. As is often the case 
with their vans, it was mainly seen out at night. 
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Photo 5512, by SLR, added to LTSV on 14/11/2017. 

 
From a van leaving the fleet (see photo 5511) to one just joining. 
Several of these Renault Kangoo Maxis were found in Acton 
Works on 24th October 2017. There are two unusual aspects to 
them. Firstly, vehicles usually arrive with the main blue skirt 
already applied, and have the red (or otherwise) stripe and 
lettering added at Acton. This one appears to have a fairly 
complete set of lettering (including a fleetnumber that is not quite 
legible), and skirt/stripe on the rear, but not yet on the side. The 
second aspect is shown by the markings on the fuel filler cap 
and on the rear. The van is an electrically powered ZE model, a 
type which is now not unusual on the streets of London but 
which has only been used as a service vehicle once (see photo 
5040). But it has also been fitted with a Hydrogen fuel cell power 
pack to extend its range. These are produced by French 
company Symbio, whose logo features on the back, along with 
those of the FCH (Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking) 
and the EU. 

 

Photo 5513, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 14/11/2017. 

 
As shown on LTSV at the time (see photo 3936), the London 
Cycle Hire system gained a fleet of new Ford Transits in spring 
2012. Fitted with custom-built bodies with open backs, their role 
was to move bikes around the network to match demand. Five 
years on and the vans, now in the white/black/red livery of 
sponsor Santander, are being replaced by newer vans. Derek 
found BN12AEA at BCA Blackbushe on 5th October 2017. 
Rather strangely it had had the box body removed, a new flatbed 
fitted and then the old body strapped on top. 

 

Photo 5514, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 14/11/2017. 

 
While on holiday in Nice (France) in September 2017, Derek 
witnessed a Heuliez bus catch fire and burn out (see inset). The 
remains were later taken away by Renault Magnum tow truck 
531.AMR.06 of Millo Depannage (meaning repair or 
troubleshooting). The Renault Magnum was a distinctive design 
built between 1990 and 2013 and also available in Australia 
badged as a Mack. It was never a common sight in the UK. 
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Photo 5515, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 14/11/2017. 

 
Given the previous picture, the appearance of a fire engine is 
quite appropriate, except that this isn't actually a fire engine! A 
'Transportfest' event was held at the London Bus Museum at 
Brooklands on 22nd October 2017 and the theme was service 
vehicles. Many of the preserved service vehicles were present 
and photos of several will be added shortly. Some other vehicles 
with peripheral connections were also present (such as a British 
Aerospace Land Rover ambulance) and among these was 
London Fire Brigade BL14 (314FLM). This vehicle was new in 
1964 and was based on a Dennis F107 chassis cab, resembling 
a typical London fire engine of the time. 314FLM was in fact a 
recovery truck and the Herbert Morris bodywork has the swept-
down sides typical of this type of vehicle (as seen on LT 746P 
for example ï see photo 3311). Presumably intended to recover 
broken-down fire appliances, it is possible that it sometimes saw 
use dealing with buses, although the authenticity of the 'London 
Transport Urgent' board above the windscreen is not known. 

I have had a passing interest in the London Fire Brigade fleet for many years, partly because of their long-standing and logical 
fleetnumbering scheme (prefixed by type codes, for example BL=Breakdown Lorry), and partly because, as a child, I lived just round 
the corner from Clapham Fire Station. This was a divisional headquarters and often had unusual vehicles inside. The vehicle shown 
here actually carries the B21 plates that indicated allocation to Clapham. It is now H21 and demoted in status. A few years ago 
there were several websites detailing the LFB fleet, usually with lots of photos. It seems that there was some concern about the 
sensitivity of making such information publically available, and very little now remains. 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 15/11/2017: You have been unnecessarily pessimistic regarding the latter! A search of ''London Fire 

Brigade Fleet'' on the WhatDoTheyKnow F.O.I. website brings up a current LFB fleetlist, including allocations etc, correct to Sept 
2017 and the LFCDA say this information is updated annually. 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 19/11/2017: Thanks for the pointer to that fleetlist. Perhaps I was wrong, but an expert in the field 

did show me evidence (admittedly about a year ago) of photos of a particular type of support vehicle being published on the internet 
and then disappearing. Photos of that type are now available again. 
 
I am slightly disappointed that they have introduced a discontinuity in their fleetnumbering. The most common type of fire engine is 
a pump/ladder, which the LFB classed as DPL. Fleetnumbers reached as high as DPL1308 in 2007. There was then a gap of 
almost 10 years before deliveries resumed. However, as this was in the 150th year of the service, they numbered the first DPL150, 
and later deliveries have followed on from this. 
 
Still, at least nobody has complained about my spelling of 'publicly'! 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 19/11/2017: I stumbled across a photo of BL14 on the LFB website and it appears that it was not 
used to recovery fire applicanes but to attend incidents where heavy lifting capability was required. It also had 'LTE heavy lifting 
jack' (sic), so the board above the windscreen may indeed be authentic. Here's a linky dink: http://www.london-
fire.gov.uk/150/dennis-f127-breakdown-lorry.asp 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 21/11/2017: I was surprised that some of what were at one time called ''New Dimension'' units (mass 
decontamination bodies etc introduced post 9/11) are shown. 
 
Comment by Rob Morel on 25/11/2017: In LFB use 1964-1977 Located to station 'B21' Old Town Clapham , former 'South West' 
area , fleet number BL14 BL13 SLD661 a Dennis F23 in use before that 1956-60 hd a damaged crane after hitting a RSJ BL11 
BYV317a Dennis F23 in use 1936-56 donating crane to BL13 Meanwhile ! 
http://www.fdnytrucks.com/images/specialunits/shops/FDNYMM16002.jpg 
 
Comment by Kim Rennie on 30/12/2017: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTBXphY87eo At 4.59 there is another b&w view of 
this vehicle though with revised bells and blue light arrangement. 
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Photo 5516, by Andy Lambert, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Six well-known service vehicles are visible in this photograph, as 
are three well-known bald patches (sorry guys!). The location is 
Brooklands Museum, home to an array of aviation and motor 
racing exhibits and also now the London Bus Museum collection. 
Their open day on 22nd October 2017 had service vehicles as a 
theme, and the resident vehicles were joined by a few other 
preserved examples. Parked outside the club house were AEC 
Regent breakdown tender 832J (recently repainted and not yet 
lettered, it has worn red/cream livery for many years), AEC 
Militant recovery truck 1456MR (in National Rescue Group 
brown livery and owned by Andy Lambert, who sent in this 
photo), and 738J, another AEC Regent tender but this time in all 
red. Beyond that were the trio of smaller vehicles based here, 
namely Bedford OSS artic tractor 702B, Ford 100E van 1096F 
and Bedford CALV ambulance 1492B. All have been featured on 
LTSV before. The canteen trailer that goes with 702B was 
undergoing restoration inside the museum and photos of this will 
be added soon. 

 

Photo 5517, by Paul Nicholls, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
The Volkswagen Caddy van was first used as a service vehicle 
by the central fleet in 2006, hence they missed out on having 
any of the earlier, stepped-roof variety. Several more followed 
over the next few years but it was 2010 before any sizeable 
batches were taken. The first were six for Tube Lines in 
February 2010, which took fleetnumbers 6882VW-6887VW. 
They lasted a bit over three years but were mainly nocturnal and 
none were ever photographed while in service. 6882VW was 
withdrawn in July 2013 and was not seen again until Paul found 
it in a car park in Grays on 15th November 2017. 

 

Photo 5518, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
We got hold of an updated list of central fleet vehicles in May 
2017 and I was rather surprised to see two Peugeot Bippers 
included. TfL and Tube Lines had used this diminutive type 
before, the last being withdrawn in 2015. Of the two new vans, 
8180P was soon tracked down to Lillie Bridge (see photo 5305), 
but the details of 8186P remained unknown until Ray found it on 
1st November 2017. It was parked at Therapia Lane tram depot 
and carried the white/blue/green livery of that operation. As an 
aside, Tramlink also has at least one new Ford Transit dropside 
truck, but details have not yet been obtained. 
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Photo 5519, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Toyota has been the main supplier of cars to the central fleet 
over the past year or so, with over 20 of the Prius model being 
taken. There have also been a few of the smaller Yaris, including 
this pair seen in the car park at Acton Works on 28th October 
2017. Although both were new that month, their fleetnumbers 
are 101 apart. In the foreground is Ford Focus estate 7683F, 
disposed of to British Car Auctions a few days later. 

 

Photo 5520, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Here is a better view of unique Toyota Prius+ estate car 8567T, 
taken at its home base of Hearne House in Acton Town on 13th 
November 2017. Kevin confirms that the car does have three 
rows of seats but that the back ones are somewhat cramped! 

 

Photo 5521, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Here is a surprise! Mercedes-Benz Actros artic WX57NPV was 
seen leaving Acton Works on 6th November 2017 with 
Cartwright trailer T74 loaded with train bogies. The lorry had 
recently had its livery updated from Tube Lines to TfL/LUL, 
complete with a red stripe. Although the Tube Lines livery was 
discontinued on new deliveries from early 2013 there have been 
virtually no instances of existing vehicles being re-liveried. The 
lorry fleet would have seemed to be prime candidates due to 
their generally longer service lives. However, two new MAN artic 
lorries had been delivered in autumn 2017 (see photo 5486) and 
it was thought these would replace the oldest of the earlier 
artics, including WX57NPV. Curiously this lorry still carries the 
fleetnumber 2603. It is believed that it was order under this 
number, but delivered at the time the use of fleetnumbers for 
lorries was dropped. The number has since re-appeared on the 
first of the new Emergency Response Unit tenders (see photo 
5357). 
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Photo 5522, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Ray and Steve visited the Hartwell Ford dealership in Dunstable 
on 11th November 2017 and found a number of vehicles 
awaiting delivery. Here we see short-wheelbase Ford Transit 
Custom van LN67KHF, with a similar van beyond and some 
Transit dropsides on the left. The thin gap between the black 
bodyside moulding and the blue skirt will be taken up by the red 
stripe after delivery. 

 

Photo 5523, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
More new Fords seen at Hartwells in Dunstable on 11th 
November 2017, this time a group of Transit dropside trucks. 
LN67KHJ is certain to be a service vehicle, given its blue skirt 
and bodywork. LN67KJX behind is interesting since the DVLA 
show this vehicle having been first licensed in mid-October. It is 
possible there has been an administrative error, as another 
Transit dropside seen in service earlier in November (8459F 
LN67KJU) appeared not to have been licensed yet. The other 
Transits visible had white bodywork and may be awaiting 
painting, or could be for other customers. 

 

Photo 5524, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Two new MAN demountable lorries were seen at the dealership 
in Bedfont in mid-October 2017. They were registered towards 
the end of that month and at least one had made it to Acton 
Works a week later. Since at Bedfont on Halloween was 
WU67AJY, still in unmarked white/blue. This view shows the 
runners for the demountable body, and also the fold-away tail-
lift. This pair would logically be intended to replace 2006-vintage 
MAN lorries 2587 and 2590, although 2587 is now dedicated to 
use with the Emergency Control Unit (see photo 5101), a low-
mileage role for which a tail-lift would not be required. The only 
other demountables in the fleet are two longer Iveco Stralis 
lorries new in 2008 and a MAN that arrived at the end of 2016. 

 

Photo 5525, by Simon Dixon, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
I don't get a lot of photos of the 'country' area operators but two 
contributors visited Luton recently. Simon photographed some 
Arriva the Shires crew ferry vehicles outside Luton Station on 
13th November 2017, including LTI TX1 taxi CF108 (the 
fleetnumber is displayed in the rear window). Apart from the 
Crew Shuttle lettering, the two-tone green livery promotes Green 
Line and is almost certainly a Best Impressions design. Former 
taxis have seen a lot of use as crew ferry vehicles since the late 
1980s (see photo 4429) but this is one of the last examples. A 
couple more are at Ware (a former Shires garage now in the 
Arriva Southern Counties operation) while Sullivan Buses retains 
one as backup to their electric cars. 
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Photo 5526, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Abellio's Byfleet operation was closed down on 1st September 
2017 following bus route tendering changes, the remaining 
services being operated from Fulwell garage. Derek visited the 
erstwhile garage on 22nd October 2017 and found a handful of 
buses and service vehicles present, seemingly all dumped 
awaiting disposal. To the fore in this photograph of the 
engineering annexe is Ford Focus estate car EF56KBJ, which 
operated from Beddington Cross garage between 2011 and 
2015 at least. It would appear it also later worked at Hayes, 
since it has traces of 'E-ROUTES' lettering across its bonnet. I 
don't think I have seen this lettering before, although some 
newer cars at Hayes do have similar markings for route 427 (see 
photo 5443). On the right is silver Ford Fiesta NL57ZHV which 
started its Abellio life at Byfleet before moving to Beddington 
Cross. This also had evidence of the E-routes lettering, 
suggesting another transfer that we missed. Tucked in the 
corner is Ford Fiesta van NG07HRX. Would you be surprised if I 
said this one was also rather nomadic? It was reported working 
from Hayes, then Fulwell, then Byfleet, then Hayes again...! 

 

Photo 5527, by Simon Dixon, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
This van has been a service vehicle with Arriva the Shires for at 
least 9 years. Until about 2013 it was based at Garston and 
supported the TfL bus services worked from there. As such, it 
could be seen at locations such as Edgware and Golders Green, 
although its unmarked white livery made it rather inconspicuous. 
It was then moved up to Luton, and at some point has gained 
neat company lettering. The fleetnumber of 1159 does not 
appear to be carried, unless that is it at the top right on the rear. 
Seen outside Luton Station on 13th November 2017. 

 

Photo 5528, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
The recent visitors to Luton have shown that the majority of 
Arriva the Shires service vehicles based there now carry a full 
complement of lettering. Typifying this is CF130, a Vauxhall 
Zafira estate new in 2009 and acquired in 2016. It was one of 
several bought around that time, mainly to replace former 
London taxis. On 11th November 2017 it was seen leaving the 
bus garage, with some training and Green Line vehicles parked-
up in the background. Note the application of the fleetnumber in 
an unusual position towards the rear. 
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Photo 5529, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Go-Ahead London has taken a variety of Ford vans recently, 
mostly with EY67xxx registrations. The smallest reported so far 
are a pair of Transit Connect crew vans based at Morden Wharf. 
As with most Go-Ahead crew ferry vehicles, they are in 
anonymous red livery, as seen on EY67WUB on Tunnel Avenue 
on 17th November 2017. Morden Wharf garage, which is about 
a quarter mile up the road from here, had taken over bus route 
188 from Abellio the previous weekend. Although the 188 
terminates at North Greenwich, not too far from the garage, 
route working documents show that crew changes are actually 
undertaken at Canada Water. 

 

Photo 5530, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 26/11/2017. 

 
Another whopper for Sovereign. R999SOV is a 4-axle Volvo FH 
built in 2015 and first reported in October 2017. The fact that it is 
left-hand drive (as highlighted by one of the two Caution notices) 
suggests it was not bought new. On 14th November 2017 Derek 
caught it tugging an Arriva London HV bus past Kennington 
park, probably back to Brixton garage. This is the third reported 
4-axle truck for Sovereign, following on from SN08KWG (see 
photo 3594) and RO14TOR (see photo 5164). The new 
fleetnumbering scheme remains a bit of an unknown. RO14TOR 
has been reported as H123, while R999SOV is H101. Could it 
be that the H1xx are for heavy recovery vehicles, ?2xx for mid-
sized vehicles (perhaps the flatbeds ï see photo 5058) and 
SV3xx for the vans? 
 
Comment by Richard on 04/12/2017: poss ex Neil Yates , was 
called Hercules with reg of V100 NYR 
 
Comment by Thomas Young on 14/12/2017: Ref the 

fleetnumbering, my guesswork was (for once) right! I noted a 
Sovereign Recovery flatbed with number S220 the other day 

 

Photo 5531, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Two well-known preserved service vehicles start today's batch 
but for the first time they are being shown on the move. AEC 
tower wagon 89Q and Fordson tractor 351X from the LT 
Museum collection attended the event at Brooklands on 22nd 
October 2017, and 89Q is seen here arriving at the site. I left this 
shot uncropped as it also provides a new angle on two other 
vehicles previously seen on LTSV. On the left is LTM003 (see 
photo 5276), the LT Museum's Land Rover exhibition unit, while 
on the right is the back of former London Fire Brigade wrecker 
314FLM (see photo 5515). 
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Photo 5532, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Fordson tractor 351X from the LT Museum collection is seen 
arriving at Brooklands on 22nd October 2017. While 89Q could 
possibly have made the trip from Acton under its own steam, the 
journey would have been rather epic for this solid-tyred tractor. 
Both vehicles were actually moved on a low-loader. This will be 
shown at the end of today's batch but it can be seen here in the 
background, with 89Q still on-board. 

 

Photo 5533, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Keeping LTSV up to date is a lot easier now that we have 
access to various on-line sources of information, plus fleetlists 
that sometimes come our way. However, a bit of assumption and 
guesswork is still involved, and this sometimes leads to 
mistakes. For example, when the new batch of Volvo 
Emergency Response Unit tenders was delivered in spring 
2017, it was assumed that all ten of the previous Mercedes 
vehicles would be replaced. The eight that carried LUL livery 
were in fact traced through to Mannheim Auctions in Coventry. 
The two in police livery were not listed but a lack of reports 
suggested they had also gone. But then Derek found 2593 at the 
Mercedes dealership in Bedfont on 24th October 2017, still in full 
livery (shown here somewhat dwarfed by the Actros on the left). 
2593 was seen again in December, entering Acton Works, so 
one or both are perhaps still in stock. Come to think of it, the 
ERU fleet did comprise ten Mercedes tenders and the two 
former BTP Ivecos (which were also sold by Mannheim in April). 
It could be that the current fleet is ten Volvos and the two 
remaining Mercedes. Observations or information would be 
welcomed. 

 

Photo 5534, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
This is the third photo of this supposedly rare van to be 
published on LTSV. New in July 2012, Renault Kangoo Maxi van 
7427R was allocated to Cockfosters Depot and was very seldom 
seen out and about. Over winter 2014/2015 it spent a couple of 
weeks at Bollo House in Acton, enabling Ray and Steve to finally 
mark it off! However, it looks like it has since returned to its 
reclusive ways. Kevin found it parked at Cockfosters Depot on 
2nd December 2017 and was able to confirm that it appears to 
be the only service vehicle based there. 7427R had a twin 
(7428R) that was allocated to Northfields Depot (also on the 
Piccadilly Line) but this was replaced by a new van (8432R) in 
June 2017. 
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Photo 5535, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
It is very useful to have a couple of 'inside' contributors, enabling 
us to show vehicles that have otherwise avoided being 
photographed. This view, taken on 2nd December 2017, shows 
Volkswagen Golf estate car 7798VW at Arnos Grove depot. New 
in spring 2014, this is (as far as we know) the only Golf in 
Incident Response Vehicle livery, and it replaced un-numbered 
Vauxhall Zafira LT58CNY (see photo 2453). Note that the 
lettering, as seems normal on such vehicles, suggests that the 
Incident Officer is kept in the back! Also, unlike most incident 
cars, this one has no light-bar. 
 
Arnos Grove is a slightly frustrating location. The response car 
parks in front of the office block and can be seen from passing 
trains. I have photographed it but the results were not very good. 
The other vehicles here are normally kept in a yard at the end of 
the building, and can be seen from a public road that runs past. 
However, double fences make photography almost impossible. 
Luckily Kevin photographed all the SVs present and there are 
more photos coming up soon... 

 

Photo 5536, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Most of the LBSL Incident Response Unit vans are now coming 
up to being three years old but there are still several that have 
not yet been shown on LTSV. Starting the mop-up, here is a 
view of 7886M, the highest-numbered of the main batch, taken 
at Stratford City Bus Station 10th October 2017. This van has 
been here since new and has also been noted at work in east 
London, notably in Romford. Not much else I can say.... 

 

Photo 5537, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
London Buses took a baker's dozen of VW Caddy Maxi vans 
over the winter of 2014/2015 for use on infrastructure duties. 
One has since been withdrawn following an accident (7891VW, 
which has recently been seen back on the road with a private 
user). Two of the batch had not yet been illustrated on LTSV but 
that is being remedied today. 7893VW was sent initially to 
Stratford Bus Station but was soon moved on to Turnpike Lane, 
where it was photographed on 19th July 2017. Three of the 
batch are still listed as being at Stratford Bus Station but it has 
been noted that they are no longer kept there and their parking 
space has been given over to bus stands. It is not yet clear 
where they have been moved to. 
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Photo 5538, by Ivor Norman, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Volkswagen Caddy Maxi van 7901VW can usually be found 
parked at Finsbury Park Bus Station, and it has been 
photographed there a couple of times. Here is a slightly more 
interesting view though, taken on 2nd November 2017 when the 
van was at work in Oxford Street. The long-held ambition of 
pedestrianising this street now seems to be edging closer to 
fruition (can an ambition fruit?). Various bus routes have already 
been (or will soon be) altered, either by cutting back the terminal 
point or re-routing. 

 

Photo 5539, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Back to Arnos Grove now. This location has had a small 
allocation of service vehicles in recent years but it came as 
something of a surprise when it received 7 new Ford Transit 
vans in summer 2016. All were high-roof examples with 
Pointcare lettering, previously only seen on a handful of vehicles 
(including 7474R, 7475F and 7478F). All 7 vans were present on 
2nd December 2017 and we start with a look at the back of 
8117F and 8110F. 

 

Photo 5540, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Another Pointcare Ford Transit at Arnos Grove on 2nd 
December 2017, this one being 8111F. The hazard plate on the 
front has been folded open but has nothing on it. Parked 
alongside is LP15VJA, a Land Rover Defender Station Wagon 
that has been here for a while. Two such cars were added to the 
unmarked car fleet in 2015, the other being LP15VHN. They 
came near the end of production of this classic design, although 
were followed by one special for the LT Museum (see photo 
5276). 
 
Comment by Rob Morel on 27/12/2017: Vehicle Hazard 
Markings may be mixed load of various packages - more here - 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/cdg/manual/consignment.htm#placarding 

 

Photo 5541, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
More Pointcare Ford Transits, again at Arnos Grove on 2nd 
December 2017. This line-up features 8114F, 8112F and 8115F. 
I was going to comment that 8114F was the only one not to have 
hazard plates, but it did have them earlier on (see photo 5172)! 
So, instead, I will mention that this batch of seven vans is 
numbered 8110F to 8112F and 8114F to 8117F. The number 
8113 has not been used, although it is not known if this was due 
to a cancellation or superstition! By the way, 8116F was parked 
just out of shot on the right but I think we've had enough of these 
for now... 
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Photo 5542, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Having just shown the 'only' service vehicle allocated to 
Cockfosters (see photo 5534), coming up are two more photos 
taken within the depot. Ford Transit Connect van 8260F is 
almost certainly just a visitor, having been seen at Stratford 
Market depot several times (along with similar 8259/61/62F). 
2nd December 2017. 

 

Photo 5543, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
New Addington is probably as far as you can get from the LUL 
network without leaving London. However, an LUL van is often 
to be found there, usually one 'based' at Hainault. Previous 
examples have included 6972VW (see photo 4372), 7216VW 
(see photo 4516) and 8280VW (see photo 5481). The latest to 
be seen is VW Caddy Maxi crew van 8270VW, photographed on 
13th November 2017. You need to be careful if reporting this 
vehicle since identical 8240VW (RF66DPV) carries the number 
8270VW on at least one side! 

 

Photo 5544, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
A new van for the Emergency Response Unit was delivered in 
October 2017, this being a short-wheelbase Volkswagen 
Transporter crew van. It replaced smaller Renault Kangoo Maxi 
7727R (see photo 4480) and carries the same livery of 
white/blue with a blue/yellow/blue stripe and red bonnet. Derek 
found it parked at Morrisons in Acton on 5th November 2017. A 
couple of observations. There is what appears to be a camera in 
the windscreen, alongside the rear-view mirror. The blue notice 
nearby does state that CCTV recording is in operation and has 
also been seen on various recent deliveries (including the 
London Buses Toyota Yaris cars ï see photo 5369) although I 
was not sure what, where or when they would be recording. The 
second point is the rectangular aperture just above the number 
plate. This is not a VW item (compare with similar 8199VW ï 
see photo 5270) and I have noticed a similar object on several 
new National Express coaches. I presume it is either a camera 
or a sensor of some sort but please send your answers on a 
postcard to the usual address! 
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Photo 5545, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Lots of smart new Toyota Prius cars have been delivered for 
LUL in recent months, although some seem to have lingered in 
the Acton car park for ages. One that is in use is 8587T, seen at 
Waitrose in Wimbledon on 7th November 2017. Supermarket car 
parks have featured on LTSV several times over the years (see 
photo 2851), but in this case the car was one of several vehicles 
attending to a derailment on the LUL tracks alongside. The train 
that came off was actually a Desiro EMU belonging to South 
Western Railway, formerly known as, er..., South West Trains. 
Fantastically imaginative re-branding there! And before I get a 
flood of one e-mail, I know the train actually belongs to leasing 
company Angel Trains. Anyway, getting back on topic, this car 
also sports the CCTV camera and notice. 

 

Photo 5546, by Kevin Bullions, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Back to Cockfosters Depot again, doubling the number of 
published photos from this location. Toyota Yaris car 8589T was 
present on 28th November 2017. This car had only been 
delivered the previous month (see photo 5519) and it is probably 
too soon to say whether it is allocated here or was just visiting. 

 

Photo 5547, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
A rather empty car park at Acton Works on 9th December 2017 
allowed Derek to capture this view of newly delivered 
Volkswagen Transporter minibus 8599VW. It carries the 
white/blue/lilac livery of TfL Private Hire, and is lettered for 
Compliance Enforcement. This suggests it will be a replacement 
for Ford/Ashwood Transit 6987F (see photo 3361), latterly kept 
at Mandela Way. Note that this new minibus appears to be to a 
slightly different specification to others delivered to the central 
fleet recently (such as 8258VW ï see photo 5412), featuring 
body coloured bumper and mirrors (instead of black) and three 
chrome strips across the grille (instead of just one). Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, a couple of LUL Toyota Prius cars were also 
present, including 8489T peeking in on the left. 

 

Photo 5548, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Fleetnumbers are now into the 86xx series, the first being a 
batch of six Renault Kangoo electric+hydrogen vans, as shown 
last month (see photo 5512). Ray caught 8612R leaving Acton 
Works on 26th October 2017, by now in full LUL livery. Clues to 
the unique propulsion system are in the small green diamond 
labels (showing H2 GAS), the 'cleaner air' branding on the sides 
and also by the front grille design. On the standard Kangoo 
(such as 8309R ï see photo 5415) the chrome strip is at the 
bottom of the grille, whereas the ZE model has it across the 
middle. 
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Photo 5549, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
The two MAN tractor units delivered in September (see photo 
5486) are now in service in full LUL livery and with dayglo 
wheelnut covers. The red band has been added between the 
blue skirt and the silver 'safety' stripe, but does not extend 
around the front. However, the main reason for including this 
photo is the trailer. Ray reported that this carried the number 
T78, thus confirming that this is the number allocated to one of 
the two new Dennison flatbed trailers. This is clearly the one with 
the lower headboard (see photo 5456 for a comparison), which 
means that the only unknown now is whether this one is 
extendable or not. Oh, and it would be good to have confirmation 
that the other one (the extendable one with the taller headboard) 
is in fact T77! Seen leaving Acton Works on 4th December 2017. 
It would be interesting to know what the low-loader visible in the 
background was going to collect. It does not look like the type 
used to carry tube carriages. 

 

Photo 5550, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
There's something different about you....This is one of the most 
frequently featured vehicles on LTSV, although you wouldn't 
know it by clicking on the 'View vehicle details' link. It is of 
course the former VLT46, a Volvo FM recovery truck bought by 
Go-Ahead in 2004 and which carried a former Routemaster 
registration from new. In autumn 2017 Go-Ahead was 
persuaded to part with the valuable number plate, which is now 
on a van belonging to the person who also owns a car plated 
VLT47! The Volvo was given new (but age-appropriate) mark 
LN04CHL and was seen at its home base of Putney Garage on 
3rd October 2017. As for the link, the database behind LTSV has 
difficulty handling vehicles that change registration. For example, 
if I changed the registration of the original record to LN04CHL, 
you would not find it by searching for VLT46. The workaround 
has been to add a new vehicle record for such instances, which 
is why there are two Volvo FM trucks listed when there has only 
of course been one. A better solution is planned for LTSV v3 but 
that is a long way off. 

 

Photo 5551, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
This photo illustrates two problems I have in maintaining the 
database on LTSV. The first is a design 'feature', whereby 
vehicles can only have a status of Active or Withdrawn, where 
withdrawn means 'no longer current'. A lot of our information 
comes from vehicle licensing checks (Ray has done thousands 
of these, for which I am very grateful). If a vehicle is shown as 
being delicensed or SORN (declared as being off the road), then 
it is marked on LTSV as being withdrawn. However, it might still 
be owned/held by the company but just not in use. A future 
upgrade to the site will include an intermediate status to remedy 
this. The other problem is that most companies do not provide 
fleet information but, when they do, the information is often 
inaccurate or out of date. 
 
 

Shown here is Volkswagen Transporter minibus RY05AEZ at Guildford Garage on 11th October 2017. This was one of several 
minibuses from the Tellings Golden-Miller airport fleet which were transferred to Arriva bus operations in 2014. This one gained 
'paper' fleetnumber VF139 with Arriva Southern Counties. A licensing check in spring 2017 showed that it was SORN and had an 
expired MOT. It was duly marked as being withdrawn, but that autumn we received a list from the company which showed it as still 
being in stock. So I de-withdrew it! It was parked with some clearly out-of-use buses when Derek found it. 
 
Ironically the other service vehicle visible in this photo also suffered from premature withdrawal! Beyond the buses is the back end 
of a Ford Transit minibus, believed to be LS06YCR (photo 4727). This was another former TGM vehicle, but it went to Dartford. It 
was then stolen in 2015 and reportedly written off. Naturally I marked the database entry as being withdrawn! It was evidently 
recovered though, as Arriva were listing it again by summer 2016, albeit showing the allocation as Harlow. A later list did have it as 
being at Guildford so perhaps it did work from both. Anyway, with two minibuses off the road, can anyone say what the current crew 
ferry vehicle at Guildford is? It might be HT05YDB (another ex TGM, photo 4846), but that has not been reported for over 4 years.... 
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Photo 5552, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
A very seasonal photo from Ray here. London had a couple of 
inches of snowfall during Sunday 10th December 2017, although 
it very kindly all disappeared before the Monday rush-hour. This 
photo is also topical because it shows some recent re-
allocations. Go-Ahead London's Belvedere garage (which was 
really just a yard and an office) was closed operationally at the 
beginning of December 2017. Bus route 180 transferred to the 
new Morden Wharf base, while the 244 went to Bexleyheath. 
EK64CFY, the Ford Transit Connect crew van that used to serve 
route 244, went as well, and can be seen in the background 
here. It remained unlettered but now has an FB1 sign in the 
windows. The number FB2 was carried by Vauxhall Combo van 
HN13YMV, a vehicle which has had quite a complicated history. 
New to Northumerland Park Garage in unmarked red in 2013, it 
originally had no windows in the cargo doors. Windows were 
added by early 2014, then later that year the van was moved to 
the former Metrobus garage at Croydon. Here it gained Go-
Ahead logos and the fleetnumber 9034, which is still carried but 
hidden by the snow in this view. It moved again to Bexleyheath 
in December 2017, although I am not sure why they need two 
vehicles. In contrast to the Ford, the Vauxhall had gained a 
depot code and a variety of labels, most of which seem to have 
come from buses. These include 'Mind your head when 
standing', 'Emergency Door Control', 'Stand clear of doors' plus 
what appears to be an Oyster notice and an OAP priority label! 

 

Photo 5553, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
This van was found in Slough Bus Station on 10th October 2017 
and seems likely to be in use with First Berkshire. As with other 
recent vans here, it has unmarked red livery apart from a 
reflective safety stripe. VO64WCK is a short-wheelbase, low-roof 
Volkswagen Transporter. 

 

Photo 5554, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
Among several new Ford vans for the Go-Ahead London fleet in 
autumn 2017 was a high-roof Transit Custom with registration 
number EY67FTA. It was allocated to Putney Garage, where it 
was photographed on 3rd October 2017, at which point it was 
still in unmarked red with a yellow safety stripe. 
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Photo 5555, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 20/12/2017. 

 
As already mentioned (see photo 5532), the two service vehicles 
from the LT Museum were taken to Brooklands on a low-loader 
for the event on 22nd October 2017. This view was taken shortly 
after their arrival. The truck is Stathams' Volvo FH N7RMP, 
which regular visitors to this site may recall was also used to 
take an LT bus to the Bromley Garage open day last August 
(see photo 5188). The trailer was a different one though. 

 

Photo 5556, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Very early on 6th November 2017 a South Western Railway 
Class 450 'Desiro' train derailed outside Wimbledon station. This 
was a low-speed incident and only one bogie came off the rails. 
The train was working one of the few SWR services to be routed 
via East Putney and was on LUL-owned track at the time. 
Because of this, the rerailing exercise was led by LUL, with quite 
a few service vehicles in attendance. Seen in the Waitrose car 
park the following morning was Emergency Response Unit 
tender 2609. The additional fleetnumber (B881) towards the rear 
of the cab shows that this is one of the five tenders delivered in 
British Transport Police livery. Since the livery-specific elements 
are on removable panels they can be switched as required. 
When seen, 2609 was in TfL/ERU livery, apart from the front 
offside cab door, which was still in BTP yellow/blue. Comparison 
with photo 5358 shows how it should appear. The train (450 
025) is visible in the background. 

 

Photo 5557, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Former service vehicles can often be recognised by retaining 
their blue skirts. This example goes one better by also still 
having fleetnumbers (as the photos taken at BCA show, all 
lettering is normally removed when vehicles are withdrawn). 
6059F was one of a pair of 'jumbo' Ford Transit crew vans (the 
other being 6060F) taken into stock on the same day in 
September 2006. Both were allocated to Stratford Market Depot, 
and though both were reported quite a few times, neither was 
ever photographed. Interestingly they were both returned off 
lease on the same day in July 2011 and were sold through BCA 
the following month. Derek found the former 6059F in Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, carrying lettering for railway contractor S&T Cover. 
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Photo 5558, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Given the relatively minor nature of the derailment at Wimbledon 
on 6th November 2017 I was rather surprised that at least 11 
service vehicles attended. Four (and a bit) are seen here the 
next day, making use of the Waitrose car park. Nearest the 
camera are a pair of Ford Transit dropside trucks from Lillie 
Bridge. 7242F has LUL lettering, while newer 7821F has TfL 
(plus a large poppy on the bonnet). Beyond them are 
Emergency Response Unit tenders 2603 and 2608, both 
carrying TfL/ERU markings. Just visible on the right is 7673F, 
one of three 'facilities' vans present. 

 

Photo 5559, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Numbers 7448 to 7455 are carried by a batch of Peugeot 
Partner Tepee cars new in May/June 2012, of which four went to 
Barking Station and four to Earls Court. The Barking quartet are 
easy to see and have all featured on LTSV before. Conversely 
the Earls Court group are usually hidden away in their tiny base 
and only come out at night. A daytime visit by 7448P to Acton 
Works on 12th December 2017 was caught on camera by 
Derek. 

 

Photo 5560, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
After a bit of a lull, deliveries of Renault Kangoo vans have 
picked up again over the past year. Some recent additions will 
be shown on LTSV soon but here is one from a couple of years 
ago. 7950R to 7952R were a trio of Kangoo ML19 vans 
delivered in November 2014 for LUL. The allocations for these 
three vans are still not known and they are mainly nocturnal. Ray 
found 7951R parked on Colville Road in Acton, close to the 
works, on 12th October 2017. Vans and cars often visit the 
workshops here for servicing. The basic Kangoo van is relatively 
rare in the central fleet, being significantly out-numbered by the 
longer Kangoo Maxi. 

 

Photo 5561, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
With the exception of minibuses, the Ford Transit Mk8 has now 
settled as the standard model for mid-sized vehicles in the LUL 
fleet. One of a batch of long-wheelbase high-roof vans delivered 
in 2017 was 8405F. It was noted several times at the Baker 
Street offices (not a location associated with larger vans) but 
was caught by Ray leaving Acton Works on 12th October 2017. 
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Photo 5562, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Indespension mini-tanker trailer T70 can often be seen in the 
lorry yard at Acton Works. I had assumed it was no-longer 
roadworthy, since the last few times it has been seen on the 
move it has been on the back of a lorry. However, Derek saw it 
entering the works on 12th December 2017 being towed by 
Volkswagen Transporter minibus 8430VW. I have never really 
looked at which service vehicles are fitted with towing bars but 
the addition of one on a minibus seems slightly odd. 

 

Photo 5563, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Comings and goings outside Acton Works on 12th December 
2017. On the way in is recently delivered 8482F, a medium-
wheelbase low-roof Ford Transit Custom van. Behind is Ford 
Transit Mk8 crew van (medium-wheelbase, mid-height) 8285F, 
which has been fairly elusive since delivery in February. I may 
have mentioned this before but the size designations of these 
two new Transit models are actually shared. Medium wheelbase 
vans feature a 3300mm wheelbase on both. But the MWB 
Transit Custom is the longest Transit Custom, while the MWB 
Transit Mk8 is the shortest Mk8. Or put another way, there is no 
LWB Transit Custom, and no SWB Transit Mk8! 

 

Photo 5564, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Ford Transit Custom van 8505F was caught on Bollo Lane in 
Acton on 24th August 2017. It is fairly clear that this is a low-roof 
example, but the length is harder to determine visually, 
especially from the offside. It is actually a short-wheelbase 
variant (2933mm) and it has had an uncredited appearance on 
LTSV before (see photo 5472). 

 

Photo 5565, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Apart from a batch of ten for Lillie Bridge (see photo 5365), only 
a handful of Peugeot Partner Tepee cars have been added over 
the past couple of years. The most recent is 8565P, seen 
leaving Acton Works on 19th December 2017. 
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Photo 5566, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Back to Wimbledon again, and here we see the Transplant 
mobile office, built on Mercedes-Benz Axor WX08KUY. This 
started out as a dropside lorry in 2008 but was rebodied as 
shown in 2014. It was attending the derailment of a South 
Western Railway 'Desiro' on LUL tracks outside Wimbledon 
Station. The most interesting aspect of this photo is that the 
nearside wheels are not touching the ground! I presume it had 
been jacked up to make it level, which I suppose would help with 
the kitchen inside. However, in the photos that Derek provided, I 
could see no sign of how or where it was jacked. Also just visible 
in this view (taken on 7th November 2017) are Toyota Prius car 
8587T (see photo 5545) and facilities van 7678F. 

 

Photo 5567, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
This photo is almost a clone of one taken over five years ago 
(see photo 3976), with a couple of notable differences. 
Mercedes-Benz Actros artic tractor unit WP61ZXE has recently 
been given TfL/LUL lettering and a red stripe, in place of the 
Tube Lines markings it carried from new. Similar 
2603/WX57NPV has also been so treated (see photo 5521), but 
the newest of the trio (WN12NDV) retains Tube Lines livery for 
now. Further changes are the addition of two orange roof 
beacons and flourescent wheelnut tell-tales. The trailer is 
vintage (33 years old!) Crane Fruehauf single-axle CT36, new as 
a dropside but currently operating as a flatbed. Seen entering 
Acton Works on 12th December 2017. 

 

Photo 5568, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
One more visit to Wimbledon. By the way, I arrange pictures 
within each batch in order of fleetnumber and/or registration, but 
perhaps it would make more sense to group them by 
when/where they were taken. Anyway, attending the derailment 
of a Desiro train on 6th November 2017 (but seen the following 
day) was the Emergency Response Unit manager's car. The 
current vehicle is un-numbered Volvo XC70 estate car 
LM66UNH. 

 

Photo 5569, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
The mobile canteen at the London Bus Museum is currently 
undergoing restoration, following the completion of work on its 
tractor unit 702B. During the open day held on 22nd October 
2017, the trailer was tucked away in the workshop while 702B 
took part in the line-up outside (see photo 5516). Most of the 
bodywork was still in undercoat, though the roof looked finished 
in the darker of the two shades of green these vehicles carried. 
The normal entrance is half-way along the nearside, and the 
smaller door in the front is believed to have been for emergency 
use only. The description of these trailers as being Scammell-
Spurlings is slightly misleading. Scammell built the chassis and 
Spurlings the bodywork. Similarly the tractor units are usually 
referred to as Bedford-Scammells, even though the latter 
company's contribution was just the coupling. 
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Photo 5570, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
A peek inside the canteen trailer at Brooklands on 22nd October 
2017 shows that interior restoration is quite well advanced. 
Taken from the front (emergency) door, this shows the seating 
provided in the raised front area. There appear to be a couple of 
tables at the lower level beyond, while the entrance is behind the 
bulkhead on the right. The kitchen area is out of sight at the far 
left, and a fold-down flap across the middle would have made 
the serving counter. The menu shows a fairly limited selection! 

 

Photo 5571, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
The next four photos all show pairs of (almost) identical bus 
company vehicles. First up are two of London United's fleet of 
Ford Fiesta vans with FF14 (EO12UDT) to the fore and FF17 
(EO12UGY) beyond, photographed on 2nd December 2017. 
These vans were officially renumbered to FF75014 and 
FF75017 in 2016 but only a couple of the London United service 
vehicle fleet have been physically renumbered so far. The 
location provides some interest as well, being Atlas Road garage 
in Harlesden. This location was opened by First London in 2011 
to act as an overflow for Westbourne Park garage while the yard 
at the latter location was in use for Crossrail construction work. 
Given the garage code of AS, it was a stone's throw from PK, 
the small base inherited by London United from NCP Challenger 
and given the name of Park Royal. The actual location is 
something of a hinterland, Old Oak Common, North Acton and 
Willesden Junction being other potential names, although the 
latter two had already been used for other bus garages. Anyway, 
Atlas Road (AS) passed to Tower Transit when First London 
sold out, and was closed in June 2017 when the yard at 
Westbourne Park was re-opened. This could have been the end 
of the story but for London United being awarded the tender to 
operate trunk bus route 18 from November 2017. PK was too 
small for the quantity of buses needed, so they instead took over 
AS, moving the existing PK allocation across the road and 
adding a fleet of new Volvo B5LH buses for the 18 (a couple of 
which can be seen in the background). Just to make things 
confusing (!), London United assigned a new garage code of RP. 

 

Photo 5572, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
No prizes for guessing the location of this photo taken on 1st 
November 2017. There aren't many clues but it has been shown 
on LTSV several times before. On show this time were a pair of 
Ford Fiesta hatchback cars, pretty much the standard vehicle for 
Abellio over the past few years. All were bought second-hand 
and the interest comes from variety in the base colour and how 
much lettering gets applied. GF12OMU (on the left) is black and 
appears to be anonymous, while EA60UOB is brown (or 'red' to 
the DVLA!) and has Abellio London logos. Neither car carries a 
fleetnumber but they are allocated 6802 and 6765 respectively. 
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Photo 5573, by Derek Everson, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
No prizes for knowing this location either, again despite visual 
clues. New deliveries of service vehicles for Metroline have been 
featured on LTSV several times before, parked up at the 
Perivale Central Engineering and Logisitics Facility (CELF) prior 
to entering service. The latest additions are a trio of Ford Transit 
Connect Mk2 vans, which arrived in mid-November 2017. They 
were photographed there in unmarked red but Derek returned on 
16th December and found that they had been lettered-up. This 
view shows AV67HXD and AV67EUM, while AV67EUK was also 
parked nearby. Metroline has four Transit Connect vans that are 
more than five years old, so the locations to watch for these new 
vans at are Holloway, Brentford, Harrow Wealdstone and 
Edgware. 

 

Photo 5574, by Ray Monk, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
Two anonymous cars parked in a fairly non-descript bus station, 
I would not have guessed this location were it not for the two 
buses in the background. Routes 370 and 372 are the only 'red' 
bus services to reach Lakeside in Essex, most other services 
here being operated by Ensignbus. The two cars are both 
Hyundai i10 hatchbacks, one of which has already been shown 
working from Barking garage (see photo 5509). This pair no 
doubt work from Grays garage, once part of Arriva Southern 
Counties but now in the Arriva London group. Neither car had 
any markings and it remains to be seen whether more of this 
type are taken in place of the previous standard Vauxhall Corsa. 
By the way, the silver car behind EY67VCO is EO67RNJ. 

 

Photo 5575, by Robin Morel, added to LTSV on 30/12/2017. 

 
The advent of London Overground and TfL Rail/Crossrail has 
somewhat blurred the distinction between what used to be LT 
and BR rail services. London Overground is covered on LTSV 
since some of its vehicles were supplied (and numbered) by LUL 
Distribution Services, but most vehicles supporting the 'mainline' 
rail routes are of course operated by Network Rail. I haven't had 
much interest in these because most carry fairly plain white 
liveries with just company logos and, most importantly, no 
fleetnumbers. Defying both of these comments is this Mercedes-
Benz Sprinter van seen at West Hampstead (Thameslink) 
station on 8th December 2017. It has a smart, emergency-style 
livery and carries fleetnumber RISU1. The meaning of this is 
fairly obvious from the lettering on the bonnet and bodysides, 
while a very similar vehicle was seen at the same location earlier 
in the year carrying number RICP1 (this was DK55YCY, a Rail 
Incident Command Post). 




